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PREFACE

W h y Are  You H e re  - Righ t Now ?

A sim ple  q ue stion.  YRUH RN?

W ith  th at one  sim ple  q ue stion in August 2006, ove r one  th ousand 
pe ople  provide d answ e rs and h e lpe d w ith  de ve loping th is book .

W e  be lie ve  th at YRUH RN is th e  first book  cre ate d by a global 
collaboration of ove r 1,000 pe ople  using Am azon's M e ch anical 
Turk  and oth e r crow dsourcing e fforts.

YRUH RN is an e volving proje ct and w e  w e lcom e  your participation. 
Th is introduction is be ing w ritte n afte r only 30 days from  th e  start 
of th is proje ct and w e  are  unsure  w h at dire ction m ay e volve  in th e  
future .

O ne -th ird of profits for YRUH RN w ill be  use d for providing h oliday 
gift cards and le tte rs for ch ildre n affe cte d by H urricane  Katrina.  If 
you are  inte re ste d in m atch ing or donating dire ctly to th at e ffort, 
contact us at: ide as@ yruh rn.com .

For future  update s and a fre e  bonus book , se nd an e m ail to: 
yruh rn@ aw e be r.com . W h e n th is book  is orde re d, custom e r 
inform ation is not alw ays m ade  available  to us. It is im portant to 
subscribe  to th is e m ail addre ss to re ce ive  pe riodic update s, fre e  
additional conte nt from  YRUH RN, and inform ation on h ow  to 
participate  at any le ve l.

 Se nd e m ail to: q ue stions@ yruh rn.com  if you h ave  q ue stions 
about any aspe ct. If you h ave  any com m e nts or ide as ple ase  se nd 
an e m ail to: ide as@ yruh rn.com .

Go to w w w.m turk .com  and se arch  for YRUH RN to provide  your 
ow n answ e r to th e  q ue stion: W h y Are  You H e re  - Righ t Now ?

Ste ve  Kantor
Life bush ido

w w w.yruh rn.com
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INTROD U CTION

Th e  m irror sm ooth  surface  of a pond is pie rce d by a single  rain 
drop. Ripple s e xpand e ve r outw ard from  th e  point of im pact. Th is 
im age  is ofte n use d as a m e taph or for h ow  a pe rson's life  affe cts 
th e  re st of th e  w orld. In fact, it is so com m only use d th at it h as 
be com e  m ore  a clich e  th an a m e taph or. Th is is surprising, 
e spe cially since  it is e sse ntially innacurate . 

Th e  proble m  w ith  th e  pond and ripple  m e taph or is th at it h as 
re m ove d th e  re st of th e  w orld from  th e  surface  of th e  w ate r. If a 
rain drop is a single  e ve nt in a pe rson's life  and th e  surface  of th e  
w ate r is life  as a w h ole , th e n th e re  w ould be  billions of raindrops 
h itting sim ultane ously. 

Th e  sm ooth  as glass pond is an illusion. Th e  re ality is th at th e  
surface  is a ch aotic jum ble  of inte rconne cte d ripple s. Tak e n as a 
w h ole , h ow  can w e  possibly se e  th e  e ffe ct of a single  e ve nt in one  
pe rson's life  am ongst th e  m ae lstrom ? 

Eve n w orse , if som e h ow  w e  could filte r out som e  of th e  ch aos, th is 
w ould actually ch ange  re ality, m uch  as if e nh ancing colors ch ange s 
a ph otograph . Th e  im age  is sim ilar, but de finite ly no longe r th e  
sam e . And th e  m ore  of th e  ch aos w e  filte r out from  our pond, th e  
furth e r from  th e  re al w h ole  w e  e nd up. If w e  finally ge t to a single  
raindrop and it's ripple s alone , w e  h ave  lost th e  re st of h um anity's 
im pact on th e  w ate r.

But w h at if w e  inste ad look  at a single  rain drop at th e  ve ry instant 
it touch e s th e  w ate r. Can w e  som e h ow  capture  th is pre cise  m om e nt 
in tim e  and re cord it w ith out conce rn of th e  patte rn it cre ate s in 
th e  w ate r? W ould doing th is pe rh aps te ach  us som e th ing about th e  
patte rn cre ate d by all of th e  drops?

Th is collaborative  e ffort doe s pre cise ly th at. By casting a ne t into 
cybe r-space  w e  h ave  capture d a fe w  ge m s and se t th e m  into th e  
page s of th is book . A sim ple  q ue stion w as ask e d - W h y Are  You 
H e re  - Righ t Now ? From  h undre ds of re sponse s w e  ch ose  one s th at 
w e  fe lt capture d th e  spirit of th e  q ue stion. And if e ach  re sponse  to 
th e  q ue stion is th e  ge m , you w ill find th at th e  narrative s 
surrounding th e m  is th e  se tting. 

Call it je w e lry for th e  soul.
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I am  h e re  now  be cause  it is Friday Nigh t. I h ave  finish e d a 
long w e e k  of w ork . My w ife  is pre gnant and re ady to give  
birth . Sh e  is tire d and h as gone  to be d, but I am  re stle ss and 
h ave  h ad a couple  be e rs. I ne e d to liste n to som e  m usic and 
do som e th ing to occupy m y m ind. I am  out h e re  in our 
studio and am  re ady to do som e th ing inte re sting. I h ave  a 
couple  of robots th at I am  w ork ing on, but ne e d top se ttle  
into doing anyth ing and th is se e m s lik e  an e asy w ay to do 
so..

In th e  future  I am  still torture d by m y art, w h ich  m ay appe ar 
to oth e rs as a w aste  of tim e .  It m ay appe ar to m e  as a w aste  
of tim e , unle ss th e re  is a pie ce  th at I can finish .  Artists are  
th e  m ost curse d of cre ature s, spe nding m ost of our live s 
diving into th e  w orlds th at w e  cre ate  in orde r to e scape  th e  
w orlds th at w e  live  in. 

TH E  PLAYFU L W IFE

I am  h e re  righ t now  to bre ath e , to stre tch , to re ach  

for th e  joy th at is Friday afte rnoon, post-w ork , pre -

m artini, post-sk irt, pre -sw e atpants, post-stale  

coffe e  bre ath , pre -nap and suppe r and tim e  w ith  k ids 

and com m itte e  m e e tings and w e e k e nd ch ore s. I am  

h e re  righ t now  to k now  a m om e nt, a still m om e nt of 

e arth  and air, m oving fan, distant sire n, tick ing clock , 

sile nt ph one  and k now ing th at som e w h e re  out th e re , 

m y h usband drive s tow ard m e  to pick  up for a Friday 

nigh t date .
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Th e  future  w ill h old w h at is righ t now. 'Future ' is a w ord, 
just a conce pt, it is not re al, or rath e r, it's as re al as anyth ing 
e lse  w e  say. As re al as 'th re e ' or 'tre e '. W h ich  is to say th is: 
Th e  future  doe s not e xist se parate  from  now , ye t w e 'll all 
k now  w h e n w e  ge t th e re .

Righ t now  is in a crisis. H e re  is m ile s from  h om e . I am  be ing 
but be ing balance d on a k nife  e dge . W h ich  w ay do I go? 

I saw  som e th ing in th e  pape r about m ak ing m one y online .  I 
am  a te ach e r and am  off sum m e rs.  I am  bore d, h ave  be e n to 
th e  gym , noth ing on TV.  I se arch  e ve ryth ing on th e  inte rne t, 
so I th ough t I w ould give  th is a try to se e  w h at it is all about. 
 I am  h e re  now  be cause  I h ave  noth ing be tte r to do! 

To m e , h e re  is a ve ry confusing m isunde rstood w orld full of 
com ple xitie s of all sorts.  Righ t now  is anytim e  I fe e l 
m otivate d. 

I am  h e re  be cause  I love  it.  I h ave  a passion for th is place .  I 
w ant to se e  it grow , e xpand and m ature  w e ll.  I w ant to h e lp 
th at proce ss, to nudge  it, to sm ooth  it along.  It's re w arding; 
it's fulfilling.  Com ing back  h e re  last nigh t w as com ing h om e  
and fe lt lik e  only h ours inste ad of m onth s since  I h ad le ft it 
be h ind. 

My job for th e  future  is to raise  m y tw o sons to be  
re sponsible , caring individuals. 
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H e re  is th e  M ilk y W ay galaxy, a land vast, far and w ide . 
W h e re  m any m yste rie s still e xist, and only tim e  w ill te ll w h at 
ve nture s outw ard from  our little  m iniscule  w orld w ill 
discove r. Righ t now  is th e  h e re  and now , th e  tim e  of e sse nce , 
w h e n th at w h ich  m ust be  done  is done . 

I am  h e re  be cause  I lik e  to m ak e  e asy m one y, no m atte r h ow  
little . 

H e re  can ne ve r be  m ore  th an w h e re  I last w as. Now  is 
alw ays th e n and can ne ve r be  soone r. Not th at I e ve r 
com plaine d about th e  pre se nts be late d pe rform ance . 
Th rough  th ick  or th in I w ouldn't be  m e  if e ve ry se nsation 
gave  rise  to a th ough t th at bubble d up th rough  countle ss 
laye rs of m e aning, m e m ory and be lie f.  Th is cle ar and e ve r 
pre se nt w itne ss is a load of crap th at I force  m yse lf to 
re m e m be r tim e  and tim e  again.

I'm  h e re  for th e  m yste ry, e xcite m e nt, and one  ce nt. 
O bviously I don't h ave  a lot of loose  ch ange  in m y sofa at th e  
m om e nt. 

I am  sitting in front of th e  com pute r scre e n on an old 
folding ch air trying de spe rate ly to e arn som e  m one y to 
postpone  th e  ine vitable .  Be ing une m ploye d suck s.  Look ing 
forw ard to starting anoth e r job I h ate  is e ve n w orse . I'm  not 
sure  if th is is an alte rnative , but it's a dive rsion.   Righ t now , 
th at's just as good. 

I'm  se arch ing for a w ay to cre ate  e xtra incom e . I can do 
e ndle ss task  on th e  com pute r, and not ge t paid, or I can do it 
h e re . Grante d, it's only a fe w  ce nts an h our, but it's be tte r 
th an noth ing. 1¢ ple ase . 
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I'm  in m y apartm e nt by m yse lf be cause  I'm  fe e ling too anti-
social to actually go out &  do som e th ing productive . 

I am  h e re  be cause  I re ad about th is page  in th e  ne w spape r 
and now  I w ante d to try it by m yse lf. I lik e  th e  ide a of th is 
k ind of ge tting m one y be cause  I can h e lp oth e r pe ople  by 
answ e ring q ue stions and e arn a little  bit of m one y. I don't 
th ink  I can ge t rich  by th is k ind of w ork , but it is a little  
m otivation. 

I am  e nclose d in a fle sh y tissue , fore ve r trappe d ne ve r to be  
fre e d. H e re  is w h e re  I re side  and w h e re  I am  m ost 
com fortable . W h e n w h at I w rite  is now  and w h at h ave  
w ritte n is th e n, now  is alw ays. 

I am  h e re  by th e  W ill of God. 

I'm  h e re  be cause  of som e  of th e  ch oice s I m ade .  Som e  of 
th e m  w e re  righ t, som e  of th e m  I h ad to m ak e  righ t. 

I'm  h e re  to se ttle  dow n w ith  m y girlfrie nd, th ough  com pare d 
to th e  w ild h e donism  of m y frie nds, I'm  alre ady m arrie d at 
20. I'm  h e re  to finish  m y use le ss English  de gre e  so I can 
continue  onto law  sch ool w h e re  I can ge t a de gre e  th at 
w on't h ave  m e  living h and to m outh . I'm  h e re  to ge t a nice  
suit, fe e l im portant, buy art, be  a patron of th e  local m usic 
sce ne , buy a se nsible  car th at ge ts gre at gas m ile age , m e e t 
fam ous pe ople  and h e lp th e m  w rite  th e ir w ills. I'm  going to 
k e e p m y frie nds and w h e n I'm  actually m ak ing $100,000 a 
ye ar, I'll still act lik e  I do now : an unde rach ie ving, sh y, loyal, 
m ad ge nius.
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But righ t k now  I ne e d th e se  10 ce nts to buy m y girlfrie nd 
conce rt tick e ts. Som e  lam e  band or som e th ing. 

I am  h e re  to bring toge th e r th e  m om e nts th at w ill last for 
e ve r. 

H e re  follow s m e  around. 

I'm  h e re  be cause  I'm  procrastinating.  I sh ould go outside  
and pull w e e ds.  W e bsurf...or pull w e e ds...w e bsurf...pull 
w e e ds.  As you can se e , q uite  a daunting de cision. 

Just m ove d back  into colle ge , frie nds are n't h e re , it's raining, 
and I'm  bore d. 

Be cause  I de sire  to ge t a pe nny from  a strange r, and th is is 
e asie r th an panh andling.  Be side s, you're  m ore  lik e ly to ge t 
a q uarte r from  panh andling, and I just w ant a pe nny! 

W h y am  I h e re , as in at th is w e bpage ? Just trying to m ak e  a 
bit of e xtra m one y. W h y am  I h e re , as in on e arth ? Be cause  
God and m y pare nts m ade  m e . I can't say as I've  found m y 
purpose  ye t. 
 
I am  h e re , m y spirit and m e , righ t h e re , w ith  m e . 

My future  is th at of be aring burde ns.  For th e  first 30 ye ars 
of m y life , oth e rs h ave  borne  m y burde ns; now  it is tim e  for 
m e  to re ciprocate .  Th e  re ason I continue  to e xist, and 
spe cifically, to e xist h e re  and now , is to re pay th e se  
num e rous de bts; as a pe rson of conscie nce , I cannot do 
oth e rw ise . 

I am ...now.  
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I'm  h e re  to basically m ak e  som e  e xtra cash  to spe nd on 
Am azon. W ith  th e  h oliday's com ing up, you can re ally ne ve r 
be  too pre pare d for w h ate ve r m ay h appe n. 

An am azing se rie s of ch oice s and occurre nce s, and if anyone  
of th e m  h ad gone  diffe re ntly, I m igh t be  som e w h e re  e lse . 

Fore ve r dow nloading. 

I am  h e re  in th e  car typing on m y com pute r be cause  m y one  
ye ar old is napping in th e  back  se at.

TH E  STR U GGLING SU R VIVO R

W e ll I am  in Louisiana. Just m ove d h e re  

from  TX. Due  to h urricane  Rita I've  be e n 

h om e le ss for a fe w  m onth s. H ad to stay 

w ith  fam ily all ove r TX. Spe nt all our m one y m oving 

h e re  to Louisiana be cause  m y h usband w ork e d h e re . 3 

w e e k s afte r m oving in h e  w as le t go from  h is job. Th is 

is w h y I am  h e re . H e  can't find a job fast e nough  to pay 

th e  bills and I am  de spe rate  to m ak e  m one y. It's 9 :am  

on Aug 22, 2006. I gue ss th at w ould be  "righ t now " for 

m e . I'm  w riting and I'm  th ink ing. And I am  also "be ing". 

H ope fully you th ink  th is is w orth  a pe nny, cause  e ve ry 

pe nny counts lite rally in m y h ouse  righ t now.
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I am  h e re  to h e lp m y daugh te r th rough  life  and to h e lp h e r 
be com e  th e  w onde rful pe rson I k now  sh e  can be .  I am  h e re  
to be  th e re  for m y h usband w h o is a strong m an of h im se lf 
but de pe nds gre atly on m e . God h as som e  purpose  for m e  to 
be  h e re  be cause  I ove rcam e  gre at odds at birth  to survive .  I 
am  h e re  to do th e  be st I can do e ach  day.  W h o k now s w h at 
God h as in store ?  I am  re ady th ough . 

I am  h e re  to le arn all th e  life  le ssons I can and put th e m  into 
practice . I h ave  m ade  it th rough  56 ye ars so th at I can le arn 
to k e e p le arning.

I am  h e re  to bring joy to th e  w orld.  To bring h appine ss to 
th e  pe ople  I m e e t.  And also, to m ak e  tons of m one y and 
sle e p w ith  lots of w om e n. 

I am  h e re  righ t now  be cause  I h ave  to go to w ork  at tw e lve . 
 I w ould love  to just be , but  I ne e d m one y to pay m y bills :)

I'm  in Canada. I'm  h e re  cause  I w as born h e re . I love  it h e re .

I am  h e re  righ t now  to conne ct w ith  oth e rs in th e  pre se nt, 
w h o h ave  a vision of th e  future  th at is colle ctive  and 
transce nds place  - and to e arn a fe w  ce nts in th e  proce ss. 

I'm  h e re  be cause  I'm  procrastinating on w ork ing on m y 
th e sis. I w as w asting tim e  on th is one  m e ssage  board th at I 
w aste  tim e  on now  and th e n, and som e one  poste d Am azon's 
m e ch anical turk  site  as a w ay to m ak e  som e  cash . So I 
strolle d ove r h e re , and am  now  w riting th is little  blurb for a 
pe nny. 

I'm  on th is page  righ t now  to acce pt th is h it. :) But if you 
m e an w h y am  I h e re  on th is plane t - righ t now , I'm  h e re  
be cause  I ch ose  to be  h e re  - righ t now. 

It's im possible  for m e  to be  anyw h e re  oth e r th an 'h e re '; 
w h e re ve r I go, it turns out to be  calle d 'h e re ' as soon as I ge t 
th e re . 
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I am  w h e re  I am . Righ t now  for m e  is infinite . 

I am  h e re  be cause  th is is w h e re  I am  suppose d to be . I h ave  
follow e d m y path  and th e  unive rse  h as provide d th e  life  and 
location I curre ntly inh abit. Arguing w h e re  or w h y I am  
w ould do m e  no good as it is not in w ith in m y control, I am  
h e re  sim ply be cause  I am  h e re , and as to th e  w h y, I am  h e re  
to live . 

I am  h e re  righ t now  be cause  I am  bre ath ing. 

I am  h e re , at h om e , be cause  I am  h ungry. 

H e re  for m e  is be ing h om e  w ith  m y fam ily and be ing able  to 
be  available  for m y spe cial ne e ds son.  H e re  is w h e re  I am  at 
any ce rtain give n point in tim e  w h ich  m ost ofte n is w h e re  I 
fe e l lik e  I ne e d to be  at th at tim e .  

Righ t now  for m e  is righ t at th is m om e nt as I'm  typing th is 
answ e r in.  Righ t now  to m e  is righ t at th e  give n m om e nt, 
not 30 m inute s or an h our late r.  Righ t now  is ofte n use d 
incorre ctly if you re ally analyze  and th ink  about it.  Many of 
us use  th e se  2 w ords in a se nse  of giving dire ctions or 
instructing our k ids to do som e th ing "righ t now ," but w h e n 
you re ally th ink  about it, th e y can't do it righ t now , be cause  
righ t now  is th e  pre se nt m om e nt in w h ich  you are  living. 

Good m orning. It's Sunday m orning August 20th , 7:15 am  
EST in Pe nnsylvania. I'm  ch e ck ing m y e m ail, ch e ck ing for 
any available  h its on MTurk , th e n I'll be  on m y w ay to visit 
fam ily m e m be rs. 

H e re  is a sm all space  in tim e .  Righ t now  is a transition 
point in m y life .  I am  facing se ve ral ch ange s in m y life  now. 
 Now  is a tim e  of unde rstanding w h o I am  and w h at I w ant 
th e  re st of m y life  to be . 
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I'm  lazy.

My future  is to w ork  in nucle ar plant. I am  h e re  in th e  
unive rsity to study Nucle ar e ngine e ring in orde r to w ork  in a 
nucle ar plant. It w ill be  com ple te d in 4 ye ars. 

My future  se e m s to be  good, or so I w as told. If anyth ing 
h appe n, such  as te rrorist plot, or w ar. I w ill lik e ly to be  
k ille d ve ry q uick ly due  to th e  subje ct and m atte r I w ill be  
de alt w ith . 

My m ouse  le ads; I follow. 

Ph ysically, I am  sitting on m y frie nd's couch .  I'm  h e re  
be cause  I w as bore d at h om e .  Th e y're  w atch ing a TV sh ow  
th at's boring, so I'm  on m turk .com . 

H e re  is w h e re  e ve r I h appe n to be  at th e  m om e nt. Righ t now  
is w h e ne ve r it h appe ns to be  at th e  m om e nt. Pre se ntly, h e re  
is m y de sk  and now  is 4:15 PM , but th is m ay ch ange  at any 
se cond. 

H e re  is m y be droom  on m y laptop.  Now  is 3:35 on Saturday 
afte rnoon, August 19 , 2006.  I am  h e re  righ t now  be cause  
m y son is napping in th e  ne xt room  and m y h usband is 
napping be side  m e .  

I fe ll asle e p for a little  w h ile  but w ok e  up and fire d up th e  
com pute r.  I k e e p se arch ing for additional w ays to m ak e  a 
little  m one y and found MTurk  se ve ral w e e k s ago.  It's 
inte re sting to m e  to se e  w h at th e  re q ue sts are , and e ve ry 
pe nny h e lps. 

For da m one y! 



W h y Are  You H e re  - Righ t Now ?

17 

W h y am  I h e re ?  W h at w ill I be  in th e  future ?  W h at w ill m y 
re ality be ?  I w ill be  one  of m illions of pe ople  inh abiting th e  
e arth , tak ing up a space , consum ing, doing, going, stopping, 
talk ing, th ink ing, e ating, bre ath ing, sle e ping, sh outing, 
loving, m e ditating, driving, laugh ing, crying.....just lik e  so 
m any oth e rs.  But I h ope  th at som e one , just once , w alk s 
th rough  th e  w ak e  of th e  e ne rgy I just ch ange d by one  (just 
one ) of m y actions, and fe e ls be tte r for it.  I w ant som e one  
to be  be tte r off, to fe e l be tte r, h ave  a be tte r pe rspe ctive , fe e l 
love d or w ante d, just by one  of m y norm al, e ve ryday actions 
or de e ds.  Th at I cre ate d positive  e ne rgy som e w h e re  in th is 
vast soup of pe ople  on e arth , th at som e one  w as h appy 
be cause  of m e ...I can th ink  of no be tte r e ffe ct I could h ave  in 
th e  unive rse .

I am  h e re  be cause  I h ave  a cold. I'm  afraid if I try to go to 
be d, I w ill k e e p m y w ife  up. 
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I am  h e re  to ge t rich . 

H one stly, I'm  h e re  righ t now  be cause  I couldn't le t m yse lf fall 
asle e p be cause  m y boyfrie nd took  m e  out for pizza and I 
now  h ave  te rrible  gas. I didn't w ant to stay in be d w ith  h im  
be cause  I w as e m barrasse d so I cam e  online  and ch e ck e d for 
h its to do. It's 11:48 pm  h e re . I sh ould go to sle e p soon.

I am  e njoying th is m om e nt.  H e re  and now , all life  
pe rm ane nt. 

My m om m y told m e  to w ait h e re .

Mom m y? 

TH E  D E BT H O LD E R

I am  h e re  in th is state  of k arm ic payback  be cause  I 

be traye d th e  trust of th e  pe rson w h o m e ans th e  

m ost to m e  in th is w orld. Now  I fe ar th at I w ill 

ne ve r re gain it, and th at k arm a w ill tak e  th at pe rson 

aw ay from  m e  as th e  final payback  for m y actions. I am  

force d to live  in th e  pre se nt and th e  past be cause  th e  

th ough t of th at future  is too painful to th ink  about. I 

de e ply re gre t m y actions, and m ore  th an anyth ing, I 

just w ant to m ak e  e ve ryth ing righ t again.
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H e re .  In cybe rspace .  Posting m y th ough ts to th e  e th e r.  Th is 
is an e xe rcise  in incre asing m y vocal stre ngth .  As I w ork  on 
m ore  and m ore  w ays to e xpre ss m yse lf, I w ish  to be  lik e  
auth or Anne  Frasie r, w h ose  nove l "Pale  Im m ortal" is in store s 
now.  I w ish  to w rite  m y ow n story of intrigue  and suspe nse . 
 To h ave  m y le ad ch aracte r sink  into th e  Low  Country 
q uick sand lik e  th e  slim e  h e  is.  To drag m yse lf out of th e  
de pth s of de spair th at are  lik e  th e  Catacom bs of Paris.  To 
se e  th e  sun again.  To gre e t th e  sun as a ne w  m aide n re ady 
for m y ple asure . 

I h ave  a good fe e ling.
Th e  tim e  is now.
Righ t now  is righ t for m e .
Now  is h e re . 

I am  55 and I w ant to re ad about m e m orie s, pe ople  
se arch ing for th e ir pasts. I w ant to live  th rough  oth e rs 
re living w h at th e y h ave  lost as a w ay of finding it again.

Look ing to se e  w h at you w ant. 

It se e m s lik e  I've  stoppe d le arning, I w onde r if I sh ould go 
back  to sch ool?  Am azing, h ow  a B.A. m e ans com ple te  crap 
in th e  re al w orld and no one  both e re d to w arn m e .  Sh ould 
h ave  gone  straigh t th rough  to ge tting m y M.F.A. rath e r th an 
joining up h e re  at th e  Cult O f Starbuck s.  Just Say Ye s!  Just 
Say Ye s!  O h  m an, I'm  tire d of saying ye s!  So th at's w h y I'm  
h e re , I am  th ousands of dollars in de bt, I h ave  a truly 
h orrible  job th at I am  far too e ducate d and cynical to w ork  
at and I'm  lost and stagnant. 

Be cause  I cannot sle e p... to sle e p pe rch ance  to dre am ... but 
th e n to w ak e  up and find th at it w as a dre am  just is plain 
de pre ssing so not sle e ping just ge ts m e  tire d and grum py. 
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Just ge tting by e ve ryday no spe cific re ason but e ve ry im pact 
h as an e ffe ct I w ant to se e . If you m e an at m turk  w e ll th e n 
th e re 's a m anga I w ant 

I'm  h e re  be cause  I'm  too stupid to be  som e w h e re  e lse . 

W h y am  I at th is site  righ t now ?  Be cause  I'm  w aiting out th e  
last fe w  m inute s of m y w ork  day and e arning a pe nny at th e  
sam e  tim e .  Be cause  I can't ge t into a book  in 8 m inute s, 
be cause  I don't fe e l lik e  w ork ing on a play for 8 m inute s, 
be cause  I don't fe e l lik e  e -m ailing anyone  righ t now. 

I am  h e re  to live ...just be  m e .. no one  e lse . W h y try and stop 
m e ? I'm  fun. Fe arle ss, be autiful and sim ply stunning.

I don't k now.  Th at is, I don't k now  w h ich  re ason to be lie ve  
I'm  h e re  - righ t now.  I'm  at w ork  be cause  I've  be e n sick  for 3 
days.  And for m one y.  And it's m y first le gal e m ploym e nt in 
ove r 3 ye ars.  I'm  in M inne sota inste ad of Indiana for th e  
latte r re ason.  I'm  h e re  w h ile  m y w ife  and th re e  sons are  
visiting in Indiana be cause  I h ave  to k e e p m ak ing m one y 
w h ile  m y h e art k e e ps bre ak ing m issing th e m .  I'm  h e re  
be cause  God m ade  m e  h e re .  Th ank  h im ?  Go all "Job" on 
h im ?  I'm  h e re  be cause  I e volve d h e re .  Be cause  I ch ose  to be  
h e re .  Be cause  m y 3 sons, m y raisons d'e tre , cam e  from  m y 
loins.  Th e re 's no be tte r re ason th an th at.  If I h ad to e xist 
just so th e y could h ave  th e  ch ance  to, us toge th e r, th at's it. 

I am  h e re  righ t now  to be  a m om . To be  a m om  to m y tw o 
be autiful daugh te rs. Th at is m y job, th at is m y joy. I love  it, 
but it's h ard. I am  fulfille d in doing it, but ofte n unre w arde d. 
Th at is m y life , th at is w h y I am  h e re . 

I am  h e re  righ t now , be cause  I w ant to sh are  m y ph ilosoph y 
of life . I be lie ve  th at e ve ryth ing h appe ns for a re ason, e ve n 
th e  h orrible  e ve nts in life . Eve ryth ing th at I h ave  
e xpe rie nce d or done  th at w as bad m ade  m e  w h o I am  today. 
Th at is som e th ing th at I w ouldn't ch ange  for th e  w orld. 
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To ch ange .

H e re  for m y is m y apartm e nt in Spok ane .  W h e n is August 
19 th  2006.. m y infant daugh te r is 3 m onth s old today. I am  
h e re , to tak e  care  of m y ch ildre n and m ak e  a diffe re nce .. 
H ow e ve r sm all in th e  w orld. 

H e re  is m y be d in NY at lik e  7:15 in th e  m orning cuz m y 
boyfrie nd in Iraq  w ok e  m e  up.

To le arn m ore  about Am e rican life  style , culture , m usic, 
h istory e tc. ... to spe nd m y fre e  tim e  m uch  use ful... and to 
e arn som e  m one y.

I am  h e re  be cause  of force s w h ich  I do not control. I w as 
brough t h e re  and am  living righ t now. 

W e  are  not h e re  be cause  w e  are  fre e ; w e  are  h e re  be cause  
w e  are  not fre e . Th e re 's no de nying re ason, no e scaping 
purpose . Exce pt, of course , w h e n you h ave  no spe cific 
purpose  w h atsoe ve r, and are  sim ply going th rough  w h ate ve r 
it is you're  doing by doing or saying th e  first th ing th at 
com e s to m ind, just w inging it -- in sh ort, finding a purpose  
in purpose le ssne ss.

H e re  is th e  place  I ne e d to be . Now  is th e  place  I w ant to live  
fore ve r.

I'm  h e re  in Toronto Canada.. It's Friday nigh t, but I'm  
e xh auste d, so I'm  staying in..tom orrow  sh ould be  fun :) 

H e re  is a dorm  in Ne w  York  City, and h e re  is also th is 
w e bsite , se lling m y tim e  for a fe w  ce nts. I'm  h e re  in th e  first 
se nse  to ge t an e ducation, to w ork  tow ards a gre at job, to 
discove r w h at it is to be  h um an. In th e  se cond se nse , I'm  
m ak ing a fe e ble  atte m pt to re coup som e  of m y lose s afte r 
th is m orning's $300 trip to th e  unive rsity book store . 
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I'm  h e re  to be  good to m y m an and m y dogs, and to h ave  
th e m  be  good to m e . 
W h y are  you h e re  - righ t now ? I look  forw ard to finding out.

W h y am  I h e re , righ t now ? Be cause  I de cide d to sit dow n in 
front of m y com pute r and h ave  som e  fun. W h y am  I h e re , 
righ t now ? Be cause  m y m oth e r and fath e r h ad a love ly 
e ve ning a couple  de cade s ago. W h y am  I h e re , righ t now ? 
Be cause , som e h ow , in th e  gre at m ae lstrom  of m atte r and 
e ne rgy, it all cam e  toge th e r just th is w ay, and I am  h e re  now. 
W h y am  I h e re , righ t now ? Be cause  I'm  just drifting about in 
a re lative ly re laxe d life  so far. 
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A sim ple  orie ntal conce pt says it all for m e : W u-W e i. 

H appine ss---opportunity---risk --- 

I am  h e re  to e nte rtain m yse lf. My son is crying in th e  oth e r 
room --h e  re fuse s to go to be d, and th is is th e  th ird tim e  
w e 've  trie d to lay h im  dow n. H e re  is m y h om e , m y couch . 
Righ t now  is afte r 1:15am ....*yaw n* 

TH E  TE M PO R AR ILY  U NSE TTLE D

I am  h e re  righ t now  be cause  I'm  te m porarily 

disable d. I'm  not ph ysically able  to w ork  a full-

tim e  job, but w ant to k e e p m y m ind sh arp. I e njoy 

using m y e ducation and inte llige nce  in productive  

w ays. Mturk  ch alle nge s m e  to find answ e rs and le arn 

ne w  th ings. I particularly e njoy th e  H ITs th at utilize  m y 

above -ave rage  k now le dge  of gram m ar, spe lling and 

punctuation. I am  a de gre e d parale gal and e njoy th e  

k ind of de taile d w ork  th at I pe rform e d be fore  be com ing 

disable d. I am  h e re  m uch  m ore  for th e  m e ntal 

stim ulation th an th e  sm all am ount paid for e ach  H IT! 

H ow e ve r, I w ish  I could find ch alle nging, stim ulating 

and be tte r-paying w ork  to pe rform  from  h om e . I re ally 

m iss be ing a value d m e m be r of a w ork force  and be ing 

able  to use  m y abilitie s to h e lp oth e rs.
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Be cause  I don't h ave  anyw h e re  e lse  I ne e d to be . 

W h e re  am  I righ t now ?  W e ll, ge ograph ically spe ak ing, I'm  in 
Gre e nsburg Pe nnsylvania, in th e  Unite d State s, on th e  
contine nt of North  Am e rican, on th e  plane t Earth . Spiritually 
spe ak ing, I'm  at a crossroads.  Do I pursue  th e  re ligion m y 
pare nts w ant m e  to, or do I follow  m y h e art and look  de e pe r 
into th e  m e aning of re ligion?  I m ay be  at th is crossroad for 
q uite  a w h ile !

Life -w ise , I'm  in a good place .  M y ch ildre n are  h appy and 
h e alth y.  I am  w ith  a m an I love  ve ry m uch , in our ow n 
h om e .  I am  w ork ing from  h om e , allow ing m e  to spe nd 
q uality tim e  w ith  m y ch ildre n, and still contribute  
m one tarily to th e  h ouse h old.  But, if ne e d be , I can w alk  
aw ay from  m y de sk  and te nd to m y daugh te r, or go outside  
and turn on a sprink le r for m y son and h is frie nds.  Th e re 's 
noth ing be tte r th an be ing able  to se e  th e  sm ile s on th e ir 
face s, and re m e m be ring th e  joys of ch ildh ood.  I can study 
th e  face  of m y sle e ping infant, h oping to re m e m be r e ach  
tw itch  and facial e xpre ssion.  I can cuddle  up ne xt to m y 
fam ily on th e  couch  and e njoy th e  w arm th .  I fe e l 
com fortable  and se cure  in th is 'place ' I am  righ t now.

But w h e re  I am  righ t now  is not th e  e nd of th e  road, I still 
h ave  far to go dow n th is path  w e  call life .  I am  look ing 
forw ard to it, w h ile  e njoying th e  place  I am  curre ntly.  

Be cause  m y pare nts faile d at ch anging th e  w orld, so th e y 
h ad k ids to pass off th e  re sponsibility to. 

W h y am  I h e re  righ t now ? To m ak e  m one y. Mone y I don't 
re ally ne e d as I e arn e nough . Mone y I use  to buy th ings I 
don't ne e d. Mone y I use d to spe nd on h e r. But sh e  isn't h e re  
anym ore . So now  I just...use  th is to k e e p busy. 
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So I can pay m y re nt! 

I am  h e re  look ing for m om e ntary brain te ase rs. I w ant to 
pre se rve  brain plasticity and afte r five  de cade s on th e  
plane t I k now  th at som e  of m y ne ural path w ays are  too w e ll-
w orn and I could use  som e  oth e rs. 

W h y am  I h e re ? I am  h e re  be cause  of th e  footprints in m y 
path . I am  th e  sum  of th e  se q ue nce  of one s and ze roe s 
be h ind m e . I am  at th e  e nd of a long journe y and I am  tire d. 
I am  re ady to sle e p. I am  th e  last le af falle n from  a w inte re d 
tre e , drifting lazily to th e  ground. I w as. 

I'm  just h e re  for th e  be e r. 

I am  trying to de te rm ine  w h e th e r I w ill e ve r find anoth e r 
job lik e  th is one , w h e re  I can sit at m y de sk  during dow n 
tim e  and do som e  turk ing.  I am  conte m plating a future  job 
w h e re  I am  paid e xtre m e ly w e ll, w ork  ve ry fe w  h ours, and 
h ave  lots of tim e  during th e  w e e k  to do com m unity 
volunte e ring.  I am  conside ring w h e th e r to start a 
consulting practice  in orde r to be  able  to ach ie ve  all of 
th e se  th ings. 

I'm  h e re  righ t now  be cause  be fore  h as just gone  and th e  
ne xt th ing is going be  righ t now  but it doe sn't re ally m atte r 
soon it w ill be  be fore  again. So I am  h e re  be cause  I am  h e re  
and I lik e  it righ t now ! 

W h y am  I h e re ?  To love  and to be  love d. 

W h y am  I h e re ? Be cause  I de cide d to stay aw ay from  h om e  
for th e  sum m e r and th e  be st e scape  is one  th at isn't all 
th e re . 
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I'm  h e re  to w ork .  I m igh t just m ak e  a pe nny or tw o at a 
tim e , but it adds up.  I'm  h e re  to m ak e  m y "fre e " h ours not 
so fre e .  I'm  h e re  to e arn m one y for coffe e  be cause  m y 
paych e ck  just bare ly cove rs th e  m ortgage  and th e  k ids' 
cloth e s. 

I am  h e re  righ t now  be cause  th is is just w h e re  I w ant to be . 
W h e re  I'll be  tom orrow , I do not k now. 
W h e re  I'll be  five  ye ars from  now  - not sure . 
W h e re  I'll be  te n ye ars from  now  - no ide a. 
But w h e re ve r I go, it w ill be  be cause  I w as h e re . 

To appre ciate  fe m ale s and all th e ir ach ie ve m e nts.

H e re  for m e , is anyw h e re  for m e  th at I'm  com m itte d to be ing 
at a ce rtain tim e  of any day. Four of five  days w e e k ly, I'm  
com m itte d to be ing at w ork  by 6am . At a re asonable  tim e , 
afte r 4pm , unle ss oth e r arrange m e nts h ave  be e n discusse d, 
I'm  com m itte d to be ing h om e  on tim e . It doe sn't h appe n 
ofte n, but if I don't h ave  any of th e se  sorts of com m itm e nts, 
th e n h e re  for m e , is anyw h e re  I de cide  to go for any re ason.

I th ink  th at m y righ t now , is about alw ays occurring, on 
som e  le ve l. It just de pe nds upon w h at life 's h appe nings 
th row  our w ay, and th e  ch oice s w e  m ak e  as a re sult of th is. 
If I ne e d to tak e  care  of som e th ing at w ork , I go to do it, 
be cause  it is one  of m y righ t now s, and I stop in th e  
re stroom  for e xam ple , and find som e one  crying. My righ t 
now  h as just ch ange d, be cause  th is pe rson m ay w ant/ne e d 
som e th ing from  m e , righ t now. 

I am  de pre sse d and une m ploye d. 

Righ t now  I'm  in m y room  at  m y com pute r doing H ITs on 
Am azon M e ch anical Turk  in orde r to ge t som e  e xtra cash  for 
m y sch ool book s. 
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Look ing at life  from  a Siloph ist point of vie w . Th e re  is no 
future  and no past, if all tim e  line  pointe rs are  de stroye d. All 
"future " e ve nts are  just e xte nsions of curre nt tim e line  
pointe rs. Th e re fore , th e  answ e r to th e  q ue stion is "de pe nds 
on h ow  long of a duration th e  pointe r sh ould stre tch . 
Be cause  in th e  future  be  it 1 se c or 1 m in from  now , I'll still 
be  sitting h e re  staring into th is m onitor." Enjoy! 

H e re  is upstairs in spare  be droom , in tow nh ouse  on Maslin 
cre sce nt, Quak e rs H ill, a suburb of Sydne y Australia. Righ t 
now  is 6:00 PM  August 21st, tim e  to go dow n stairs and roll 
out th e  pizza dough .
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Righ t now  life  is h e re , look ing for q ue stions to answ e r w ith  a 
de ce nt payout to accum ulate  a re asonable  total to h e lp 
supple m e nt m y incom e  due  to w ork ing for a de ce nt living 
be ing cut sh ort by a disability. H oping for a path e tic pe nny, 
nick e l or m ore  to survive . 

I'm  h e re  be cause  a frie nd told m e  to com e  h e re  or I'd die . I 
didn't w ant to find out if h e  w as lying. 

TH E  CH ILD LIK E  H O M E M AK E R

H e re  is m y life  in a sm all tow n in te xas w h e re  

w e  try to act lik e  adults but in th e  e nd are  

pre tty m uch  still ch ildre n. I stay at h om e  and 

do ch ore s lik e  a ch ild w ould, do th e  assigne d re ading of 

h om e  m agazine s, m ak e  crafts during art tim e , and tak e  

care  of th e  pe ts. My boyfrie nd goe s to w ork  w h ile  I am  

w ash ing h is sock s and com e s h om e  w ith  h om e w ork  th at 

h e  m ust finish  be fore  w e  can play. W e  are  not m arrie d 

m ostly out of spite  for m y re ligious pare nts, but w ould 

lik e  to be . So I am  an adult w h o is actually a ch ild 

acting as an adult and ye t still acting lik e  a ch ild. I use d 

to th ink  I w as h e re  for som e  h uge  re ason, som e  gre at 

e ve nt, som e  am azing story. Now  I th ink  I am  h e re  to 

launde r sock s.
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H e re  is m y be droom , at m y de sk  on m y com pute r. Now  is 
Friday afte rnoon, in th at loll be tw e e n w ork  e nding and 
nigh tlife  be ginning.  W h y I am  h e re , now , is to re lax, it's a 
be tw e e n tim e  w h e re  I h ave  no re sponsibilitie s. 

I'm  re ally re ally bore d at w ork .  I answ e r m aybe  5 ph one  
calls a day.  I transfe r 2 of th e m .  I ge t paid to do th is.  M y 
boss love s m e .  I w ould q uit, but I ge t paid too m uch  and I 
ne e d th e  m one y.  I'm  a poor starving colle ge  stude nt.  My 
sum m e r incom e  h as to last m e  all ye ar. 

I am  on e arth  as a m ortal be cause  it is God's plan for m e . 

I am  in Colum bus, O H  righ t now.  It's 11:14AM , August 19 , 
2006.  Today I am  finish ing up th e  proce ss of m oving to 
Grove  City, O H  from  Colum bus, O H . 

Righ t now...I am  h e re ...to find H ITs to e arn a fe w  e xtra 
pe nnie s...lik e  th e  one  I ge t for com ple ting th is H IT.

I'm  on m y de sk , w riting on m e ch .Turk  inste ad of w ork ing 
Th is sce ne  tak e s place  in Lyon, France  

I am  h e re  but I am  not h e re ...m aybe  m y body h as brough t 
m e  h e re , but m y m ind is in som e  far off unive rse  se arch ing 
for m yse lf...th e  body is just a ve sse l for th e  soul...your m ind 
is just an e xte nt of th e  e ve r-ch anging unive rse  th at rotate s 
360 de gre e s around th e  e arth ...I am  h e re  be cause  I w as 
de stine d to live  by th e  fe rtilization of an e gg...I'm  h e re  
be cause  I ch oose  life  ove r de ath ... 

I saw  th is w e bsite  on a forum  and de cide d to ch e ck  it out. 
 So far, so good........W h y am  I h e re  - w h e re  is h e re  - h e re  is 
in m y jam m ie s, in front of th e  com pute r, drink ing coffe e , 
w aiting to start th e  day.  Is th at h e re ? Is th at righ t now ? 

I am  h e re  to support m y fam ily th e  be st w ay I can righ t now. 
It's not w h e re  I w ant to be  but I h ave  to m ak e  th e  be st of it. 
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I'm  h e re  be cause  I re ad a ne w s pape r article  conce rning 
m turk  and now  I w ant to k now  w h at it is. It's m y h olidays 
from  m y job and w e , m y fam ily and I,  cam e  back  e arlie r 
from  our vacation be cause  w e  didn't lik e  th e  re gion. I ne ve r 
saw  an uglie r tow n th at th e  one  w e  w e re . I ne ve r saw  a 
m ore  disgusting be ach . I e njoy it at h om e  as it is q uie t and 
pe ace ful. 

H e re  is in front of m y PC - righ t now  is th e  se cond I live  in. I 
am  h e re  to find out m ore  about th is m turk -proje ct w h ile  
w aiting for m y girlfrie nd ... m ak e  use  of your tim e  ... 

I am  h e re  righ t now  be cause  I scre w e d up re ally bad. 

Sle e p e scape s m e , de pre ssion ove rtak e s, life  doe sn't m ak e  
any se nse  anym ore . Glad th e  dog is h e re  to k e e p m e  
com pany. 

I se e m  to be  h e re  to m ak e  a little  bit of m one y, but "h e re " as 
in th is w e bsite  is not re ally a ph ysical place  I can be  locate d 
at. So righ t now  I am  h e re  be cause  I am  inte re ste d in se e ing 
h ow  th e  story e nds, and w h at lie s ah e ad for m e  on th is long 
and w inding road. "H e re " is a m atte r of pe rce ption. "Now " is 
fle e ting. 

I am  h e re  righ t now  at colle ge  re al e arly in th e  m orning 
w ish ing I w as still in be d. 

I am  in sch ool to ge t a good care e r and be  a succe ssful 
w om an. 

I am  h e re  be cause  I h ave  now h e re  e lse  to go.  I'm  bore d and 
lazy and can't se e m  to le ave  m y ch air. 

Be cause  I am  not som e w h e re  e lse . 
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I am  h e re  be cause  I e njoy th e  strange ne ss of th is q ue stion.  I 
am  h e re  be cause  I ne e d to add a little  e xtra incom e  so a 
pe nny a q ue stion adds up...slow ly but sure ly.  I am  h e re  
be cause  th is couch  is m ore  com fortable  th an th e  floor.  I am  
h e re  be cause  I graduate d from  colle ge  and I h ad to m ove  
som e w h e re  so it m igh t as w e ll be  h e re .  I am  h e re  be cause  
m y pare nts once  h ad se x w ith out a condom . 

Look ing for w ays to m ak e  a buck , ye s 1 buck .

I am  h e re  to do w h at I do
H e re  is w h e re  I do
Now  is w h e n I do
W h e n I do noth ing
now  is now h e re  
w h e re  is e ve ryw h e re  

I'm  h e re  be cause  a pe nny save d is a pe nny e arne d. 

I am  at w ork  at 9 :52 on a Monday m orning.  Th e re  are  a fe w  
th ings th at I sh ould be  doing, but none  of th e m  are  ve ry 
im portant.  So I'm  off e arning pe nnie s. 

I am  at h om e  at m y com pute r and I can se e  you th rough  m y 
m onitor. 

H e re  for m e  is Sulph ur, Louisiana and it is Saturday, August 
19 , 2006 at 5:18 pm .  Life  is m uch  about m y 40th  birth day 
righ t now  as it is tow ards th e  e nd of th e  m onth .  I don't 
m ind ge tting olde r - I don't re ally lik e  m y k ids grow ing up so 
fast th ough .  It's re ally th e  pe ople  around m e  w h o are  
m ak ing a big de al out of th is birth day. Life bush ido.  Just be . 
 I love  th at.  I live  in th e  pre se nt.  I don't k now  any oth e r 
w ay to live .  I live  for th e  m om e nt.  I am  a h appy pe rson. 
 W h ate ve r m y stage  or circum stance s in life  - I h ave  alw ays 
be e n h appy - and I h ope  I w ill continue  to be  h appy in th e  
future .  I couldn't im agine  living life  any oth e r w ay.
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I am  h om e  righ t now  surfing th e  Inte rne t. It's 5:27 and I've  
finish e d w ork  for th e  day. W h at to do, w h at to do? 

H e re  is w h e re ve r I h appe n to be . Righ t now  is th e  e ve r-
pre se nt m om e nt. I am  h e re , now , be cause  th e  totality of 
ch oice s in m y life  h ave  brough t m e  to th is place  of 
com m itm e nts to fulfill. 

Th ings are  e xactly as th e y sh ould be . 
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I w ork .  I le arn.  I m ak e  frie nds.  Life  is good.  Sch ool is good. 
God is good. I w rite . I re ad.  I laugh . I te ach . I buy. I se ll. 
Living life  to th e  fulle st in th e  m om e nt, re m e m be ring th e  
past, look ing forw ard to th e  future . I am  h appy, be cause  I can 
be . W h at m ore  is th e re ?  

I am  h oping th at in th e  future  Mturk  m igh t provide  e nough  
w ork  to m ak e  a significant incom e  supple m e nt alth ough  it 
doe sn't at th e  m om e nt. In th e  future  of course  I m igh t h ave  a 
rath e r be tte r job th an I do curre ntly so I m igh t not h ave  TIME 
to m ak e  a fe w  ce nts h e re  and th e re  on th is site . O ne  can only 
h ope  ;).

TH E  FR E E  SPIR ITE D  E X PLO R E R

B e ing h e re  to m e  is to k now  th at you are  living 

your life  out to th e  fulle st. Eve n as a k id I 

w ante d to do and try ne w  th ings to find out 

w h at I'm  m issing in life . I, lik e  m any oth e r pe ople , h ate  

th e  fe e ling of som e th ing be ing m issing in your life . But 

if you fe e l you're  se e k ing som e th ing but ne ve r finding 

it, look  no furth e r th an th e  pe ople  w h o love  you. 

Re m e m be r th at life  is too sh ort and alw ays try to spe ak  

your m ind. If a pe rson's opinion w as ne ve r h e ard, 

w h e re  w ould w e  be  today. Try be ing able  to now  w h e re  

stand, ye t furth e r your im portance . Mak e  yourse lf 

h e ard in w ays you ne ve r th ough t possible . O ne  q uote  

from  a Nik e  com m e rcial th at w as ne ve r h e ard, 

"Im possible  is noth ing". I th ink  th at is w h e re  w e  stand.
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H e re  is h om e  - m y pare nts' h om e . Th is is not good, give n m y 
advance d age , w h ich  I am  not going to disclose  :P. I don't 
h ave  e nough  m one y to m ove  out righ t now  th ough . 

I'm  h e re  be cause  I am  in a stale -m ate . Life  is at a stand-still 
and I ne e d to m ak e  a de cision about w h at I w ant to do. 
Th ings are n't ve ry te ch nologically incline d in W yom ing so I'm  
trying to se e  h ow  th e  oth e r h alf m ak e s it ove r th e  ne t. 

Righ t now , I'm  h e re  to do th e  follow ing:
Kill som e  tim e  w aiting on som e one  at w ork
Ch e ck  out th is 'se rvice ' and se e  w h at's ch ange d since  it first 
starte d up
Try to e arn som e  $ to buy book s I w ant.

H e re  is a place  but also a tim e . H e re  is a state  of be ing but 
also an action. H e re  is w h e re  I am  but also w h e re  I re side  
inside . H e re  is w h e re  I love  but also fe e l uncom fortable . H e re  
is an e xploration but also an abiding. H e re  is now  in m y life . 
Righ t now  I am . Righ t now  I e xist. Righ t now  I am  sitting. 
Righ t now  is a m om e nt in h istory - m y h istory. Righ t now  life  
stands still. Righ t now  th e  fan blow s. Righ t now  - it is tim e . 

I h it you w ith  a stick  30 tim e s. 

Be cause  I'm  an insom niac, it's 12:45 am  and in 15 m inute s, 
w w w.w oot.com  w ill h ave  a ne w  product for sale .  W h o can 
sle e p? 
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I be lie ve  th at I w as put h e re  to be  a nurture r to m any 
ge ne rations. It h as alw ays be e n m y w ay to find th e  innate  
goodne ss th at I be lie ve  all pe ople  posse ss--h ow e ve r th e y 
m ay look  to th e  outside  w orld. I give  se cond, th ird and 
fourth  ch ance s to pe rsons th at oth e rs h ave  disow ne d, 
abandone d or oth e rw ise  m istre ate d. O th e rs say th at m y 
k indne ss and com passion is a fault--som e  sort of w e ak ne ss. I 
don't be lie ve  th at God w ants us to le ave  anyone  to fe nd for 
h im se lf. If it is w ith in your pow e r, it is your re sponsibility as 
part of th e  h um an race  to h e lp or be frie nd som e one  e lse  in 
ne e d.

H e re  is at w ork .  Now  is a boring Th ursday afte rnoon.  I 
h ave  put in a good day for m y e m ploye r, but now  I h ave  to 
sit around and w ait for m y w ife  to pick  m e  up.  MT m ak e s 
th e  tim e  fly by. 

I am  h e re  righ t now  be cause  I be lie ve  in God and th at H e  
put m e  h e re  to raise  m y ch ildre n and e njoy life . 

I'm  bore d at w ork  and figure d I'd m ak e  1 ce nt! 

I am  in a com fortable  place  in m y life  righ t now  be cause  of 
good de cisions I m ade  in th e  past. 

I'm  sitting outside  unde r th e  California sun w aiting for th e  
tim e  to go by.

W h y am  I h e re  righ t now ? W e ll th e re  are  m any re asons. My 
ow n stupidity and stubbornne ss for a starte r. I h ad a gre at 
life  se t be fore  m e . In love  w ith  a gre at guy, a h ouse , a 
life style , and m uch  m ore . I just couldn't se e  h ow  m uch  I love d 
th at life , until it w as gone . Now  I am  living on m y ow n w ith  
m y 2 dogs and absolute ly bore d w ith  life  as it is. No care e r or 
se t future  to spe ak  of. I only w ish  I could h ave  re alize d m y 
m istak e s be fore  it w as to late . 
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I am  at m turk  be cause  I'm  tak ing a m e ntal bre ak  from  a 
te dious proce ss at w ork . I am ...be cause  th e  Absolute  
appare ntly got bore d. 

Be cause  I'm  avoiding updating m y CV w h ich  I re ally sh ould 
do as I ne e d to ge t out of m y crappy job. 

I am  in a large  h ouse  on a lak e -side  up about 8,000 fe e t 
above  se a le ve l.  I h ave  four-w h e e l drive  and snow  sh oe s and 
I am  surrounde d by m y fam ily and it's w inte r, so w e 're  
snow e d in.  W e  love  be ing snow e d in.  O ur h ouse  is m ore  lik e  
a lodge  th an a h ouse --it's alw ays a party h e re --and our h ouse  
is w h e re  all th e  ne igh bors com e  w h e n th e y start ge tting cabin 
fe ve r and ne e d to be  e nte rtaine d.  Th e re 's alw ays a pot of 
soup and fre sh  biscuits h e re , and gre at big th e rm ose s of h ot 
w ate r and h ot ch ocolate  and coffe e , and w e  h ave  a h uge  
round fire place  th at w arm s th e  w h ole  place .  W e  h ave  a de ck  
around us on th re e  side s on both  th e  se cond and th ird floors 
and w e  usually h ave  out of tow n gue sts too.  But it's not 
prim itive  h e re .  W e  w atch  h um m ingbirds and play th e  guitar 
and h ost w e ddings, but w e  also h ave  our com pute rs and TV. 
and h olograph  te ch nology.  I've  w ritte n four nove ls now , and 
th e  last tw o w e re  be st se lle rs. My ch ildre n are  h appy and 
h e alth y, as th e  re st of m y fam ily is.  And I'm  grate ful.

Be cause  I've  lost th e  dire ction I h ad in m y life  and I am  in th e  
proce ss of finding a ne w  one .  For now , I'm  at m y de sk  
look ing for w ays to m ak e  e nds m e e t. 

I'm  h e re  righ t now , to ge t m y first "h it." I'm  basically trying to 
figure  out h ow  th is w h ole  th ing w ork s... I th ink  I did it??? 
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H e re  righ t now  is Las Ve gas, NV sitting in front of m y 
com pute r w riting th is.  Righ t now  for m e  is com fortable , 
re laxing and ne ve r be ing h appie r.  M y fam ily is h e alth y, safe , 
se cure  and re ady for w h ate ve r life  h as to offe r us.

Th e  future  is cre ate d by now. So now  I am  h e re  th ink ing 
about th e  future  th at I w ill cre ate  righ t now. 

I am  just be ing.

My future , care e r re late d, I w ant to w ork  w ith  com pute rs 
be ing on th e  fore front of th ings.  W ould be  ne at, but I don't 
w ant to be  th e  one  ge tting atte ntion.  I'm  one  of th ose  pe ople  
th at w ants to not be  stre sse d and to h ave  tim e . More  re ce nt, I 
w ant to ge t back  into sch ool, but m y proble m s w ith  m one y 
and am bition are  q uite  a bit lack ing.  So I don't re ally k now  
w h e re  to start as a ge ne ral th e m e .  But for h e re  and now , I 
w ant a back  bone .

I am  bore d.
I am  in Illinois. 5:52pm
I th ink  I sh ould do oth e r m ore  productive  th ings inste ad of 
th is. 
Th at's w h at I'm  th ink ing righ t now
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I am  h e re  be cause  I w ant to be .  I ne e d to be , I lik e  to h e lp 
and be  a h e lpe r to th ose  w h o ne e d it.  And ge tting paid is 
good.  Anonym ous h e lp is alw ays fun, and e xciting.  Go h e lp.

I w as just brow sing th rough  th e  Turk s and h ad tim e  to k ill 
w h ile  m y w ife  w as in th e  sh ow e r...so out of curiosity pick e d 
th is up! 

I am  h e re  to be
From  h e re  I go on and th e n
Find th e  future 's prize

I am  h e re  be cause  I am  h e re .

To pok e  and pe ak  at th is turk  th at is m e ch anical.

TH E  TH ANK FU L GR AND M O TH E R

W h y am  I h e re ? On th e  com pute r or in th e  

room , on th is plane t, facing anoth e r day, 

or just living. I am  h e re  be cause  I lik e  to 

answ e r q ue stions, on th is plane t be cause  I w as cre ate d 

by m om  and dad, facing anoth e r day be cause  I arose  to 

th e  daw n and a scre e ch ing bird outside  m y w indow  and 

living and e njoying e ach  and e ve ry day liste ning to m y 

granddaugh te r sing Tw ink le  Little  Star and th ank ful 

th at I can do so.
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I am  h e re  righ t now , m e aning at h om e , be cause  I am  too tire d 
to go out.  I am  look ing at th is h it h e re  be cause  I w ant som e  
m one y to buy book s.  Righ t now  is th e  te m poral unit of 
m e asure  k now n as Easte rn Standard Tim e  at around 11:07 in 
th e  e ve ning. 

Be cause  I am  lost. 

In about tw o m onth s, I w ill start doing m y colle ge  
applications.  I'm  a bit ne rvous about th e  th ough t of colle ge , 
but I th ink  th at I w ill be  succe ssful in th at aspe ct of m y life . 
 In te rm s of m y body, I w ant to grow  at le ast 3 m ore  inch e s 
be fore  I'm  21 and I w ant to e nd up at around 165 pounds.

I h ope  to find a nice  girl to go to prom  w ith  and h ope fully go 
to th e  sam e  colle ge  th at sh e  doe s.  I w ant a re lationsh ip th at 
lasts th rough out colle ge  and I w ish  to m arry th at girl.  I'm  
th ink ing about h aving tw o k ids w h e n I'm  around 28.  I lik e  
th e  nam e  Ph illip for a boy and th e  nam e  H aze l for a girl. 

I am  h e re  to bring art and th e  h um an e xpe rie nce  to th e  
m asse s. 

I am  h e re  to be  tram ple d upon by th e  w h im s of fortune , ne ve r 
k now ing w h at th e  future  h olds; and to h ave  a lot of fun in th e  
course  of it. 

To pre pare  m yse lf for w h at's to com e .... 

I am  on th is site  as ye t anoth e r in a long se rie s of dive rsions 
in an atte m pt to avoid re sponsibility! 
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I'm  h e re  in Te m pe , Arizona look ing for an e ducation.  I'm  
look ing for e xcite m e nt and all th ings th at are  ne w .  I'm  h e re  
to start a ne w  ch apte r of m y life .

I've  be e n at th is job for 12 ye ars now. My stock  options 
ve ste d, and w e  w e re  able  to add on to th e  h ouse  lik e  w e  
alw ays w ante d. I'll alw ays w onde r h ow  m y life  w ould be  
diffe re nt if w e 'd h ad th at se cond ch ild lik e  m y w ife  and I 
w ante d. 

Coloring th e  re alm  of m y dre am s.
San cabo. aaaa! Molok ai!
Ch ildre n's footste ps slow  m y path .
Th e  future  sh all be  bre ath le ss as th e  sun re sts in gre e n.
Aq uarium  re le ase d.
A ve ry large , flat, black  boat h as brough t m y sh am poo. Too 
funny.
Life  sh all be  grand. 

I am  h e re  righ t now  to try to e arn som e  e xtra incom e  for our 
fam ily so w e  can buy th ings w e  lik e  in life . W e  do anyth ing w e  
can to ge t som e  Am azon h e lp e ve r now  and th e n to afford 
th ings w e  w ant in life . 

I'm  h e re  righ t now  in Rich m ond to look  at th e  sun and answ e r 
th is q ue stion.  Righ t now  is th e  day afte r ye ste rday. 

I'm  h e re  be cause  w atch ing gold on TV is boring!  So I sit and 
type  w h ile  m y baby daugh te r sle e ps.
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H e re  is a state  of m ind. I am  w h e re  I ch oose  to be . Righ t now  
is m e re ly a w ay for m an to try and capture  one  just be ing. It 
is a ph rase  w ith  no m e aning and e ve r e lusive , th at can ne ve r 
truly capture  anyth ing for tim e  in itse lf is just an illusion.

For m y future  I sim ply h ope  to be  in th e  sam e  place  as in th e  
past. 

Righ t now , as alw ays, th e  future  is unk now n. Righ t now , th e  
future  is be ing planne d, base d on pre diction inform e d by 
inform ation and h istory. O pportunitie s are  h e re  righ t now  
th at w e re  not h e re  a fe w  sh ort ye ars ago. Too m any 
opportunitie s. I m ust ch oose , but th e  ch oice  is not e ntire ly in 
m y control. H istory w e igh s m e  dow n. Not be cause  it lim its m y 
th ink ing, but be cause  it colors th e  vie w s of pe ople  w h o I m ay 
ne e d to advance  m y goals. Th e  future  is ope n, offe ring th e  
pote ntial to bring m e  to ne w  h e igh ts. But on w h at scale ? Life  
is alw ays an adve nture . 

My ch ildre n, m y h om e . 

I don't se e  m yse lf h e re  in th e  far future . Som e th ing bigge r 
w ill com e  along as te ch nology progre sse s. 

I am  on th e  path  dire ctly to w h e re  I w ant to be .  I h ave  th e  
funds to bum  around colle ge  now  until I h ave  a de gre e .  I 
h ave  a frie nd in a h igh  position at a financial institution w h o 
can se cure  m e  a loan so I can purch ase  m y goal in life , a 
com ic book  sh op, from  anoth e r, olde r frie nd w h o runs it now. 
 I h ave  th e  ble ssing of m y pare nts to just live  in th e ir h om e  
and run m y ow n com ic book  sh op until th e  loan is paid off 
and I can e stablish  m yse lf as m y ow n pe rson. 
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I am  h e re  be cause  th is is a m orning ritual for m e  to surf th e  
w orldw ide  w e b se e k ing truth , justice , and a fe w  e xtra ce nts. 
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Righ t h e re , righ t now  is just a figm e nt of m y im agination. 
 Th is H IT isn't re al. 

I am  h e re  be cause  I am  a poor colle ge  stude nt look ing to 
m ak e  m one y.

I'm  h unch e d ove r a k e yboard. I'm  h e re  for one  ce nt. I'll be  
som e w h e re  e lse  late r. Th e n I'll be  back . Round and round it 
goe s. 

H e re  for m e  is e njoying w h e re  e ve r I am  at, at th e  m om e nt.
Righ t now  for m e  is living and e njoying th e  m om e nt. 
Enjoy th e  PATH /JOURNEY. 
Do not be  in such  a h urry to ge t to th e  e nd of your w alk . 

I am  h e re  be cause  I re alize d afte r m any ye ars th at I w ork  
be tte r on m y ow n te rm s, on m y ow n tim e , and in m y ow n 
h om e .

I'm  h e re  to le arn.

TH E  AM O R O U S  W R ITE R

I th ink  I'm  h e re  righ t now  be cause  I h ave  alm ost no 

control ove r w h at h appe ns in m y life . All day I 

th ink  about be ing a w rite r and sle e ping w ith  lots 

of diffe re nt w om e n, but I still ge t up and go to w ork  (as 

som e th ing e ntire ly diffe re nt from  be ing a w rite r) and 

th e n go h om e  to m y love ly girlfrie nd - soon to be  m y 

w ife  to be .
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I'm  h e re  righ t now  be cause  classe s are  ove r for th e  sum m e r 
and th ough  I h ave  a job offe r it h asn't ye t starte d.  

M y 'h e re ' is in m y h om e  in Se attle  on Lak e  Union.  I'm  31 and 
m arrie d and h ave  a sm all dog, I w ill be  32 in tw o w e e k s.  Th e  
day afte r m y th irty-se cond birth day I w ill h ave  live d aw ay 
from  h om e  for as long as I e ve r live d at h om e .  Scary.  In 
th ose  16 ye ars I've  live d on both  coasts, graduate d from  pre p 
sch ool and colle ge  and w ork e d in th e  softw are  industry. 

It is raining, so I h ave  turne d on m y com pute r and am  
alte rnate ly turk ing and staring out th e  w indow  w aiting for 
th e  rain to le t up, so I can go sh opping w ith out ge tting w e t.

Pe rh aps be cause  it is to be , pe rh aps it isn't. But w h e re  I am  
and w h e n I am  doe sn't m atte r so long as I am . 

I'm  h e re  righ t now  just trying to m ak e  th e  dollars so I can 
fe e d m y babie s.

W h y are  any of us h e re  righ t now ? 

H e re  is now h e re  e xactly. W e  are  all just som e  dust in th e  
unive rse , w h ich  is e xpanding so fast (w h ich  is im possible , by 
th e  w ay...).  Tim e  doe sn't e xist. But for us, it e xists. W h at 
h appe ne d w as ye ste rday, and w h at w ill h appe n is tom orrow... 

I am  h e re ? Do I e xist?
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Th ose  q ue stions h e lp to k e e p m e  grounde d and sh ak e  off th e  
plastic buildup on m y e ne rge tic side . I am  th irsty for som e  
apple  juice , I love s it. Apple  juice  is th e  ne ctar of th e  gods. My 
h ands itch , I th ink  th at m e ans I'm  h orny? I'm  liste ning to 
Frank  Z appa and loving it. Th at m an w as a ge nius. H ungry 
h ungry h ungry h ungry. Ne ve r m ind I got e xtra fat storage  
buildup. Fe e l th e  burn. O  look , som e th ing sh iny. ITS A PENNY 
w e e e e e !!!  MY GUITAR W ANTS TO  KILL YOUR MOMMA!! 
BOOM  BUH  BOOM  BOOM  BAAAH H H H H . I w ish  m y w ife  
w ould ge t back  from  h e r siste r's soon. I w ant to se e  m y k ids. 
Stupid siste r in law. m e h . 

I'm  w aiting for dinne r. 

I'm  h e re  just to procre ate  and prolife rate  th e  h um an race . 
Th at's it. 
Now  is now. H um ans are  just anim als. Noth ing e lse  to it. 

I am  h e re ...be cause  I am  in love .
Be cause  I w ork  from  h om e .
Be cause  I am , at th e  m om e nt, alone . 

H ad no luck  w ith  th e  dating site  so I look e d for som e th ing 
e lse . 

W e ll, if I use  socie ty's curre nt standards m y obje ctive  sh ould 
be  to e arn, consum e , e arn, consum e , and pe rh aps cre ate  
anoth e r consum e r or th re e  for future  use , so th at rich  pe ople  
can ge t rich e r. I don't lik e  th at fact, but I'm  unde r no 
de lusions. Nor do I inte nd to do th at.  I th ink  I'll follow  m y 
ow n w h im s inste ad.  Scre w 'e m . 
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Righ t now  I am  part of th e  unive rse  obse rving itse lf. 

I am  in th e  UK, O xford
I am  h e re  cause  I am  w ork ing on m y Ph D
but m ost of th e  tim e  I am  not h e re  m y m ind trave ls back  
h om e  th at I m iss so m uch .... 

To pass w isdom  along to m y ch ildre n, so th e y can h e lp m ak e  
th e  w orld a be tte r place . 

For th e  ch ick s!

I am  h e re  (in San Antonio, TX), righ t now  (12:54am ), 
be cause  I am  w ork ing for a San Antonio-base d busine ss and 
I'm  w aiting for a clie nt.  Mystically spe ak ing, I am  h e re  now  
be cause  of all th e  possible  w orlds and all th e  possible  tim e s, 
th is is th e  only one  in w h ich  I e xist. 

W h e n I dance  in m y h e ad I am . W h e n I dance  in front of 
oth e rs, I w ish  I w asn't. 
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Pure  ch ance .

W h y I am  h e re  righ t now  !!!! Sim ply, I am  h e re  righ t now  
just be cause  God w ante d ....and w h at God w ants, no one  can 
rub th at, so in th e  e nd w h at God doe s is good for e ve ry 
h um an be ing .... 

My couch .  I'm  on m y couch  be cause  it w as a h ard, but good, 
day.  Now  I am  re laxing and be ing ple ase d th at th e  day w e nt 
as w e ll as h ope d, de spite  th e  bum ps.
I q ualifie d.  Now  it's tim e  to tak e  a m om e nt to re lax, and 
conte m plate  th e  ne xt ste p. 

I am  a carrie r of life .  Th e re  are  m any of us, but our 
num be rs are  finite .

I am  h e re  to be  a m ode l, a guide , a pare nt, a love r, a frie nd, 
an e ar and a sh oulde r, a talk e r. I am  h e re  to live , to bre ath e , 
to be  strong and ye t to give  th ose  th ings m e aning. 

H e re  for m e  is th is w e bsite , and I am  h e re  for th e  m one y. 
 Sh ow  m e  th e  m one y!  In th e  future  I w ill use  th e  m one y to 
buy som e th ing, th is 10 ce nts w ill not ge t m e  far. 

TH E  H O PE LE SS  D R E AM E R

H e re  is a place  I don't w ant to be . H e re  is th e  

e nding of old h ope s and rotte d out dre am s. 

H e re  is th e  e dge  be tw e e n w h at I w ante d to 

be , and w h at I am  dange rously close  to be ing. H e re  is 

now h e re .
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I am  h e re  to cre ate  and draw , for art, but th at is m y sole  
purpose  as e nvisione d by m y ope n consciousne ss, I am  a 
random  e ve nt by pure  ch ance , th e  ge ne s of m y ance stors 
com bine d into m e , I am  h e re  in th is point in tim e  from  
ch ance  and I cre ate  m y ow n purpose . And I'm  on Mturk  
be cause  I w ant e nough  cre dits for th e  'D isne y's gargoyle s' 
dvds. 

H e re  is 3 ye ars into colle ge  and not k now ing w h e th e r to 
continue  or not. W h e n is th e  tim e  in m y life  w h e re  I don't 
care  about w h at I'm  doing ne xt m onth /w e e k  or tom orrow , I 
m ak e  th e  m ost of righ t now. 

I am  h e re  be cause  it's th e  Tue sday afte r a bank  h oliday and I 
can't se ttle  dow n to w ork . I've  just discove re d Am azon 
M e ch anical Turk  and w as intrigue d by th is ope n-e nde d 
q ue stion. 

H e re  is w ork  (proje ct m anage m e nt for a re cruitm e nt 
w e bsite ) in th e  UK, a sm all office  building in ce ntral London. 
H e re  is sitting ne xt to th e  w indow  w atch ing pige ons 
congre gate  outside  on a roof in a little  h uddle . Righ t now  is 
th is ve ry m om e nt, noth ing e lse . 

It is too e arly in th e  m orning on th is love ly Saturday, and I 
am  at th e  com pute r. I am  h e re  be cause  I can't sle e p. 

Righ t now ? In m y h om e  office , th e  m orning afte r th e  nigh t 
be fore , w onde ring if th e  re ason I don't h ave  a h angove r is 
th at I am  still a little  drunk . H e ll of a party! 
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A day is only a day
A nigh t is only a nigh t
Th e n w h y e ach  tim e
Eith e r goe s by
I fe e l lik e  I lost som e th ing invaluable ? 

Cos I got no place  e lse  to go ... sniff. 

To inspire  and provide  for m y fam ily and frie nds.  Eve n one  
ce nt at a tim e .... 

W aiting for m y daugh te rs  bus to sh ow  up so w e  can go 
h om e .

W ith out a doubt, th e  ability to m ak e  a fe w  dollars w h ile  
sitting at w ork  w aiting for th e  ne xt busy tim e  appe als to m e . 
 A frie nd's w ife  signe d into th is site  and it is driving h im  
crazy.  W e  h ave  discusse d it m any tim e s and I h ave  grow n 
q uite  curious.  So, I am  h e re  trying to se e  w h at th e  
attraction is and h ow  it all w ork s.  W h y am  I h e re  righ t 
now ?  Fridays w ith  too m uch  fre e  tim e  and not any bosse s 
do te nd to le ad one  to goof now  doe sn't it? 

I am  intrigue d by th e  possibilitie s of life  w ith out ph ysical 
contact.
I am  h e re  as a re sult of an ine vitable  ch ain of e ve nts, blah  
blah  blah  th at le d m e  to th is m om e nt in tim e . I am  h e re , 
be cause  I did not ch oose  to k ill m yse lf. I am  h e re , be cause  I 
did not die  in a fre ak  accide nt, or of dise ase , or in m y 
m oth e r's w om b. Th is is a strange  q ue stion. W ill I re ally ge t a 
re al pe nny for answ e ring it? Th is is m y first H IT. 
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H e re  is Arizona at m y com pute r, righ t now  is 3:45pm  on a 
Friday afte rnoon, w h y am  I h e re ? Be cause  I w ouldn't m ind 
m ak ing a fe w  e xtra buck s and I find H ITs inte re sting. 
(e spe cially th e se  k ind...) 

In th e  m iddle  of life  w onde ring w h at is ne xt. 

In a trivial se nse  I am  h e re  be cause  I ch oose  to be  h e re . 
More  cosm ically, I am  h e re  be cause  I can't find th e  righ t 
w ords to re spond to m y fath e r's e -m ail.  It's sitting th e re , 
ope n in anoth e r w indow , righ t now.  About once  a m inute  I 
add anoth e r se nte nce  to m y re ply.

H e re  righ t now  is De nve r Colorado in th e  ph ysical state .  In 
th e  m e ntal state  it's w ith  th e  boyfrie nd th at is m oving to 
Se attle  W ash ington.  Righ t h e re  righ t now  is th e  21 of 
August and I'm  still h oping th at tim e  w ill stop so th at I w ill 
h ave  m ore  tim e  to spe nd w ith  th e  boyfrie nd. 

To fulfill th e  plan of God.

I'm  h e re  righ t now  be cause  I h ave  noth ing be tte r to do w ith  
m y tim e .

I am  on Earth . Italy. At w ork . Righ t now  is w h e n I just 
finish e d m y coffe e  w h ile  ph otosh opping a cow.

I am  h e re  for m y fam ily. Som e  days I fe e l lik e  I'm  h e re  just to 
cook  and cle an and m ak e  m one y to k e e p th ings in th e  h ouse  
w e  ne e d. But m ost days, I'm  h e re  be cause  m y fam ily ne e ds 
m e  and love s m e , and ne e ds m e  to love  th e m  back . Th e  
oth e r stuff just com e s w ith  th e  job. 

To e arn a pe nny.
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I e xist in orde r to com m unicate , th rough  art, th e  w orld of a 
de pre ssive  to so-calle d norm als. I e xist h alfw ay be tw e e n th e  
dark  and ligh t and can com m unicate  from  dark  to ligh t in 
w ays th at are  unde rstood. I am  de pre ssion's poste r ch ild. 
Angstoria, O re gon.
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I'm  h e re  to prove  th at I can be . I'm  h e re  to prove  th at not all 
disabilitie s are  de ath  se nte nce s, nor conde m ning one  to 
m ise ry. I'm  h e re  be cause  I've  got th ings to do in life  and I'm  
going to do th e m . 

I am  h e re  to m ak e  art. 

Bore dom , th at's w h y I'm  h e re .

I am  h e re  righ t now  be cause  I'm  in be tw e e n jobs and ne e d 
to k e e p m yse lf busy.  A busy brain is be tte r th an one  th at is 
sitting on th e  sh e lf ge tting stale . 

Righ t now  I am  sitting at h om e  answ e ring th is H IT.  I am  
doing th is righ t now  be cause  m y daugh te r is tak ing a nap 
and I ne e d a m e ntal bre ak . 

I am  e xh auste d.  I am  tire d all of th e  tim e .  I ne e d to lose  
som e  w e igh t.  I am  still h appy. 

TH E  CO G IN  TH E   M ACH INE

I re ally be lie ve  th at th e  unive rse  is just one  big 

com pute r program , and all of us, all of life , just 

constitute s a fe w  bits and byte s of data w ork ing on 

som e  h uge   proble m . So righ t now  I'm  just a tiny little  

cog in a h uge  m ach ine  trying to h e lp th e  unive rse  com e  

up w ith  a solution to som e th ing. I don't k now  w h at th at 

som e th ing is, but I k now  it's im portant, and e ve n 

th ough  m y role  is sm all it's m e aningful.
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TO  EARN MONE...e e h h ...PENNIES!!! (and sooooo proud of it)

Righ t h e re  and righ t now  is a spark  of a m om e nt in tim e  and 
space  th at only e xists once  and ne ve r e xists again. 

Probability? I'm  a Ch ristian, but I still can't claim  to k now  
th e  answ e rs to th is one . It is said, m e n are  th at th e y m igh t 
h ave  joy. W e ll, th e re 's a fair lot of it righ t now. 

I am  h e re  be cause  I h ave  fre e  tim e .  Righ t now  is th is 
m om e nt.

H e re  is in m y h om e  office  drink ing coffe e  on a Saturday 
m orning w ith  th e  dog ch asing th e  cats. 

A  LONG tim e  ago, th e re  w as AMIX :  "Am e rican inform ation 
e xch ange : w h e re  you ge t paid for be ing online ."  W e 're  
talk ing pre  GUI, 286 m ach ine s conne cting to a ce ntral se rve r 
(pre  inte rne t) at 300 bps.  Ph il Salin, e ntre pre ne urial w h iz-
k id, good guy, first private  space  e xploration e ffort... (you 
ge t th e  picture ) h e ade d up th e  e ffort.  Basically it w as just 
lik e  th is space  - pe ople  w ith  ne e ds conne cting w ith  pe ople  
w h o could h e lp out.  I've  be e n a big fan of th is ide a of 
distribute d m icro-e fforts and m icro paym e nts for, ge e ze , 15 
ye ars or so.  I'm  h e re  'cause  I'd lik e  to se e  th is e ffort (or 
som e th ing ak in to it) succe e d. 

I th ink  I am  I th ink .

I be lie ve  th at I am  h e re  righ t now  to raise  m y ch ildre n to be  
be tte r th an I, to m ak e  th e ir live s be tte r, and in turn, allow  
th e m  to m ak e  th e  w orld be tte r. 
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W e ll, I am  prim arily be cause  I lik e  to re ce ive  som e th ing for 
noth ing, w h ich  is w h at m turk  se e m s lik e  to m e !

Righ t now  I cam e  to ch e ck  out th e  h its and look  at m y 
balance .  I w as bore d at w ork  so I th ough t I'd w ork  at m y so 
calle d conve nie nt 'se cond job'.  Gotta m ak e  som e  e xtra cash  
to spe nd on m y vacation!
As for w h y I'm  h e re  conside ring life  a w h ole .  I h ave n't fully 
figure d th at one  out ye t oth e r th an to 'e njoy life  and h ave  
fun'.  W h at's th e  point in w ork ing yourse lf to de ath  if you 
can't e njoy som e  fre e  tim e .

I'm  a little  pe rple xe d by th is H IT, but I'll give  it a sh ot. H e re  
for m e  is m y de sk  in m y office  in Ne w  York  City, NY, Unite d 
State s, Plane t Earth . But h ope fully h e re  w ill be  a bar w ith  
m y frie nds in about 45 m inute s.

I am  a palm  tre e . 

I am  curious, ye llow.

"Ph ilosoph y is a w alk  on a slippe ry dock .
Re ligion is a ligh t in th e  fog. " 
Edie  Brick e ll and Ne w  Boh e m ians, 
"W h at I am "

Eage rly w aiting th e  ne w  H IT to re ve al th e  m yste ry of 
Stone h e nge , th e  Be rm uda Triangle , or just th e  conundrum  
laid dow n above . 
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I am  h e re  on th is e arth , as Rich ard Daw k ins e loq ue ntly 
ph rase d it, to h ave  th e  privile ge  to die . O ut of th e  countle ss 
possibilitie s th at could h ave  be e n m e , I am  th e  h um an th at 
w as born. I am  th e  one  w h o w as allow e d th e  opportunity to 
bre ath e  th e  bre ath  of life . Th at is w h y I am  h e re , righ t now.

I am  h e re  to be  a part of th e  w orld w ide  com m unity. I am  
h oning m y inte rne t sk ills, m y th ough t proce sse s and ... ... 
above  all ... I'm  h aving fun. Th e  future ? to be  safe , h appy 
and h e alth y. 

H e re  is w h e re  I am . No one  is w h e re  I am  at th e  m om e nt 
and no one  can be . O nly be cause  of m y de cisions I am  h e re  
righ t now. All m y life  is m y duty. I am  th e  pe rson w h o is 
re sponsible  for m e . No one  e lse  can de cide  w h at w ill h appe n 
in m y life . O nly if I le t som e one  e lse  de cide . W ith  m y 
de cision I h ave  th e  possibility and re sponsibility to cre ate  
m y life . If I le t som e one  e lse  de cide , I h ave  no longe r th e  
possibility to live  m y life  m y ow n w ay.  My life  is th e  sum  of 
all m y de cisions. Th at is w h y I am  h e re  righ t now. 

To be  or not to be  th is is th e  q ue stion! 

I am  in Bronxville , NY, a little  suburb, in m y apartm e nt. I am  
h e re  be cause  Ch ristm as sh opping se ason is in a m atte r of 
m onth s, and I w ant to not h ave  to spe nd actual m one y on it. 
Th e  goal is to h ave  MTurk  pay for Ch ristm as.

I am  e xploring th e  possibilitie s of th e  Inte rne t.
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Not only am  I a slave  to th e  dollar, I am  also a slave  to th e  
pe nny. 

Be cause  God said so.

Th is is an inte re sting q ue stion; it could be  answ e re d any 
num be r of w ays. I could say I w as bore d, or th at I w as 
look ing for som e  e asy m one y; I could say th at I'm  h e re  
be cause  I w as born, or be cause  m y ch oice s le d m e  h e re , or 
be cause  som e  de ity or oth e r om nipote nt e ntity w ish e d m e  to 
be ... th e  list goe s on. I'll se ttle  on th at I'm  h e re  sim ply 
be cause  I ne e d to be . By w h ich  I don't m e an th e  w e bsite . I 
don't re ally ne e d to be  h e re . I'm  not TH AT de spe rate  for cash  
and/or e nte rtainm e nt. At le ast, I h ope  I'm  not.

I'm  h e re  righ t now  be cause  I'm  not in anoth e r place . I'm  in 
h om e  righ t now  be cause  I'm  not in w ork . I'm  h e re  righ t now  
be cause  I'm  not w atch ing TV righ t now. I'm  h e re  righ t now  
but I can be  tom orrow  in grave . 

TH E  GR IE VING LO VE D  O NE

I'm  sitting at h om e  staring at th is com pute r and 

ask ing m yse lf th is sam e  q ue stion? I just found out 

th at m y 29  ye ar old frie nd just die d from  bre ast 

cance r th at spre ad to h e r lungs. Sh e  le ft be h ind a 

h usband and tw o young sons. So now  I'm  sitting h e re  

ask ing m yse lf w h y am  I h e re ? W h y is sh e  not going to 

be  h e re  to raise  h e r sons and live  h e r life ? W h y am  I 

h e re ?
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I'm  h e re  be cause  I th ink  I'm  h e re . 

Sooo...
I'm  h e re  be cause  I w ant to tak e  care  of m y k ids' future , 
trying to m ak e  a fe w  m ore  buck s for th e ir colle ge  tuition, e tc.
Th at about sum s it up... 

W e ll, to w onde r h ow  cost e ffe ctive  it is to w ork  for th e  
m e ch anical turk . I m e an, is it just e xploitation to pay pe ople  
so little  for such  w ork ? I dunno. Ne e ds m ore  e xam ination.

I am  h e re  righ t now  trying to m ak e  som e th ing use ful out of 
som e  w aste d tim e  w aiting for som e one . "H e re " is H aw aii, 
"Now " is Saturday m orning. 

Righ t now  I am  park e d in m y RV along th e  Atlantic O ce an on 
Cape  Bre ton Island, in Nova Scotia.  It is a calm , pe ace ful 
day.  Sligh tly ove rcast w ith  a nice  cool bre e ze .  I can look  up 
from  th e  scre e n and se e  se agulls sw ooping dow n upon th e  
w ate r and h e ar th e  w ave s ge ntly lapping upon th e  sh ore .
H e re  is pe ace ful.
Eve ry day, e ve ry m om e nt is now.
Living life  to its fulle st. 

Righ t now  is NOT 5:30 am  tom orrow  m orning: w h e n I h ave  
to ge t up for te ach ing now  th at sum m e r is ove r.

H e re ...buffalo....e nd of sum m e r.....be ing a grow n up is righ t 
around th e  corne r, again.  Now  is th e  fading m om e nts of m y 
inconsiste ncy, as th e  poe t said, it is h e re  now , and in 
England, only not England re ally, just som e  h ot sum m e r 
nigh t in w e ste rn Ne w  York  w h ile  rain th re ate ns. 
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I am  h e re  to le arn, w ork , succe e d and e volve . I am  not h e re  
to live .  

I'm  h e re  at m turk  to m ak e  one  pe nny by answ e ring your 
q ue stion.

W h y are  you h e re  is a q ue stion ask e d by m any for te ns of 
th ousands of ye ars. Th e re  is no singular answ e r be cause  
e ve ryone 's pe rspe ctive  diffe rs. Quite  lite rally, w e  are  all h e re  
in orde r to re produce  and pass dow n our ge ne s, but our 
e xiste nce  se e m s to be  flaw e d. If re producing is all w e  live  
for, th e n h ow  com e  afte r w e  h ave  ch ildre n and th e y h ave  
th e ir ow n jobs, w e  don't k ill ourse lve s, th e re  is no longe r a 
ne e d for us. Life  se e m s to be  th e  pre lude  to de ath . It is ve ry 
odd th at w e  live  to die . 

I am  h e re  be cause  I am  bore d out of m y m ind and th is be at 
h aving to do any re al w ork .

I am  h e re  to discove r God's plan for m y life , and to carry it 
out.

I h ad a frie nd w h o w ork e d at Google  te ll m e  about th is 
w e bsite  and I de cide d to ch e ck  it out. I am  also curre ntly 
k illing tim e  for tw o w e e k s be fore  starting w ork  and figure d 
if I did e nough  of th e se  I could buy a DVD on Am azon. 

Be cause  I w as m ade  by m y pare nts, and th e m  be fore  th e m  
and so on...

Don't w ant to go to sle e p ye t, so ne e de d som e th ing to do.
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Righ t th is m om e nt, as I am  typing th is, I am  in a h ote l room  
in Blue  Ash , O H .  I am  h e re  be cause  of w ork .  I w ork  as a 
m e ans of colle cting m one y to buy m ate rial posse ssions I use  
to incre ase  th e  ple asure  I de rive  from  life .  I also w ork  
be cause  it is a good use  of tim e , as in I fe e l th at I accom plish  
som e th ing w orth  doing. 

Just w anting to se e  w h at ch alle nge s I can find.

I sim ply w ante d to se e  w h at w e ird re q ue sts w e re  curre ntly 
on m turk .

I'm  at h om e  h e re  in Indiana for th e  m om e nt, be cause  m y 
h usband is ge tting e xpe rie nce  in m ainte nance  in a big 
corporation be fore  h e  can be  transfe rre d to Florida in 5 
ye ars. 

I'm  h e re  to e arn a little  m one y so I can buy m yse lf a ne w  
book  I've  alw ays w ante d to ge t and since  I can't ge t a job ye t, 
th is site  save d m e  som e  tim e . 

Be cause  I don't h ave  a life ! 

Basically, I'm  both  h e re  in th e  com fort of m y h om e , and h e re  
in th e  cybe rspace , h unting for ce nts for a job...I'm  h e re  to 
satisfy various and som e tim e s e xtre m e ly strange  curiositie s 
of pe ople  for th e ir ce nts, h oping it's w orth  it in th e  e nd. 

I am  h e re  to e nsure  th e  h e alth  and w e ll be ing of m y future  
ge ne rations. Afte r I first produce  som e  proge ny, of course .



W h y Are  You H e re  - Righ t Now ?

71 



YRUH RN

72 



W h y Are  You H e re  - Righ t Now ?

73 

I am  h e re  to play base ball, e at, sle e p, and m ak e  pe ople  
h appy.  

Righ t now  I am  h e re  for m e . 

TH E  O M NIPO TE NT E NIGM A

H e re  is a place  fille d w ith  air th at look s dow n 

on you. An air of supe riority, but in th e  bad 

se nse . H e re  is w h e re  I com e  to close  e ye s on 

th ose  w h o look  too m uch  and le ave  th e m  spe e ch le ss 

(jaw s droppe d and e ve ryth ing). Now  is th is instance , 

w h e re  I claim  th e  bottom le ss pit and be com e  th e  

m antainance  guy for th e  lock s in th e  gate s of h e ave n. 

Now  is th e  tim e  w h e n I oil th e  h inge s and polish  th e  

k nobs. Now  is w h e n I im post m y air of se lf im portance  

(th e  air of supe riority) and w h e n pe ople  sh ow  up at th e  

gate s, I se nd th e m  back  or dow n. Now  is w h e n I pick  up 

th e  pie ce s of th ose  I re je cte d unde r a false  pre te nse  and 

te ll th e m  th at ye s, e ating snot w as TH AT bad and th e y'll 

h ave  to pay for it. O r...now  is w h e n I cook  dinne r and 

sile ntly w atch  th e  stre e t be low  m y w indow , q uie tly 

m inding its ow n busine ss.
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I am  h e re ! In th is body and h ave  be e n for th e  past 30 ye ars! 
I h ave  be e n th ink ing about th e  w orld in ge ne ral th at I se e  
th rough  th e  e ye s of th is body! I h e ar w h at's h appe ning 
around m e  w ith  th e se  pair of e ars! But, apart from  all th e se , 
w h e n I ponde r ove r w h y I am  h e re .  W h at I am  doing h e re  
and if th is is th e  righ t tim e  for m e  to stop for aw h ile  on th is 
journe y and start to th ink  of w h at e xactly I am  doing h e re , 
once  again I h ave  no ide as. But, one  th ing I am  sure  of is 
th at th is is th e  righ t place  for m e  and th e  righ t tim e  for m e  
to be  h e re ! Ye s! Th e  tim e  w ould arrive  w h e n I w ould be  
ne e de d e lse w h e re  and w h e n I w ould say Goodbye  to th is 
abode  of m ine , but until th e n I sh all be  righ t h e re  and carry 
on doing w h at I am  suppose d to do!

Until th e n, I sh all just go on w atch ing th is e xciting w orld 
pass m e  by sh ow ing m e  th e  various k ale idoscopic vie w s of it 
slow ly sw irl by! 

I'm  h e re  be cause  I am . 

H e re  is m y fam ily. Righ t now  is in m y ch ildre n's laugh te r. 

H e re  is w h e re  I am . I don't live  in som e  past or som e  pain. 
Live  for th e  now. I w as cre ate d to do th e  w ill of th e  one  w h o 
cre ate d m e  - so th at is w h at I do.

I'm  h e re  be cause  I h ave  noth ing re ally be tte r to do. You se e , I 
w as at sch ool th e  oth e r day and I le ft th e  pow e r cord to m y 
good laptop. So th e  batte ry die s and I'm  lik e , uggh h h h . So I 
h ad som e  m one y save  for som e  book s th at I w ante d to grab. 
Just your ordinary action adve nture  re ads, but th e  laptop 
ne e de d its pow e r. So I orde re d th at. Th e n I re m e m be re d 
about th is and de cide d to w ork  h e re  for m y book s. So, th at 
w h y I'm  h e re . 
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I am  h e re  righ t now  to start w ork ing on m y goals so I can 
h ave  a future . In th e  future , I w ould lik e  to h ave  a busine ss 
w ith  m y h usband w h e re  w e  both  are  a te am . Righ t now , I am  
w ork ing at saving, planning, and training so w h e n th e  day 
finally com e s, w e  w ill be  re ady. 

It's 10:45 AM  on Monday m orning, and I'm  at w ork .  I com e  
to th is site  to m ak e  a little  e xtra m one y surfing th e  w e b. 
 Som e h ow  it se e m s m ore  productive  to com e  to th is site  and 
do a fe w  H ITS th an to spe nd an h our or so re ading random  
blogs.  All th e  m one y I m ak e  is poure d back  to Am azon.com  
th ough , in th e  form  of random  book  purch ase s. 

Sitting in a ch air m issing m y h usband. W h e n is righ t now  
basically th e  sam e  th ing sitting in a ch air m issing m y 
h usband, righ t now  it's about nine  th irty at nigh t, w h e re  in 
som e  south e rn state  th at I just can't be lie ve  I've  e nde d up in.

Righ t now  is fe e ling lost, e m pty, and fe e ling ve ry, ve ry bore d. 

Th e re  is no future  or past, th e re  is only now. Th e  future  only 
e xists as th e  now  of our im agination and th e  past only as th e  
now  of our m e m orie s. Th e  now  of our past is our guide  th at 
le ads us to a particular now  in our m yriad im agine d future s. 
Paradoxically, our future  rare ly be com e s w h at w e  im agine  
now. Is th is be cause  w e  lack  sufficie nt im agination or one  
gre ate r th an us im agine s? 

H e re  is h e re . Now  is now. It k e e ps ch anging and I go w ith  it. 
I am  h e re  be cause  th at's h ow  it is at th e  m om e nt. W h e n I'm  
unh appy w ith  it, I'll ch ange  it. 

Insom nia.
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I am  h e re  in orde r to ge t to th e  place  I ne e d to be  ne xt.  It is 
a brie f w ay station on th e  trail to m y future . 

H e re  is our first h om e , w ith  our first puppy.  Tim e  is 
30som e th ing, fe e ls lik e  I am  finally 'ge t' life , ya k now ? 
Maturity.  Music is M y Muse , Th e  Ne t is M y re le ase .  H ow  
about u? 

I re ad an article  on Salon.com  profiling th is site , so inste ad 
of w ork ing on m y Ph .D. re se arch , I de cide d to ch e ck  it out. 
Now  I can't stop re sponding to th e se  H ITs. Th at answ e rs 
your W h y q ue stion.  As for W h e re ? I'm  sitting at m y 
com pute r in m y dark e ne d living room . W h e n? PST alth ough  
it's not m y usual tim e  zone . 

I am  h e re  to ch ange  policy so th at pe ople  w ill h ave  acce ss to 
m ore  affordable  m e dicine s. 

H e re  is trappe d in illusion of se q ue ntial tim e .
Now  is ove r be fore  it be gan but h asn't h appe ne d ye t e ith e r.
Look ing back , I w as in th at tim e  and th at place  by ch oice .
Eve nts h ad disillusione d m e  and I sore ly ne e de d bre ath ing 
space . 
I ne e de d tim e  to just w atch  th e  w h e e ls go 'round.. to scratch  
w h at itch e d...
To re gain joy in th e  sim ple  th ings.
To not only stop and sm e ll th e  rose s but to m ak e  th e  rose  
be d m y life . 
Th at ph ase  w as w h at it w as and e nde d w h e n it e nde d. 
Th at's m ost of th e  be auty of it- ste pping back  from  life  you 
be gin to re ally se e  th e  individual tre e s in th e  fore st.
And th at m ade  all th e  diffe re nce . 
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I am  h e re  be cause  I w ant to re ce ive  m one y for com ple te d 
h its so I m igh t accum ulate  e nough  to buy a book  calle d 
Be ing and Tim e .  I don't th ink  I'm  going to m ak e  it. 

I am  curre ntly in th e  South  of France  on pate rnity le ave  
conte m plating th e  w onde r of m y ne w  born son. 

I am  h e re  be cause  I h ave  now h e re  e lse  to be . H e re  is m y 
h om e , righ t now  is th is stage  of m y life . 

I am  h e re , ye t you are  not.

H e re  is th e  e xiste nce  I find m yse lf sudde nly in, h e re  is m y 
room , h e re  is w h e re ve r I 'go'. I bring m y 'h e re ' w ith  m e . Righ t 
now  is constantly passing, by th e  tim e  I k ne w  w h e n it w as, 
and starte d to w rite  it...'now ' sudde nly ch ange d, righ t now  is 
a continuous th ing, th at I can ne ve r pin dow n. It's dynam ic.

I'm  h e re  be cause  I find m yse lf h e re , and I'm  constantly 
am use d, puzzle d and am aze d at th e  fact th at I *am * h e re . 

I'm  at w ork  brow sing th e  inte rne t for additional w ork  at 
h om e  opps.  Today h as be e n a rath e r unusual day and I am  
scre am ing to ge t out of th is J.O.B.... 

I w ant to h ave  a fam ily, to com ple te  m yse lf...to advance  
furth e r from  th e  daily single  life ...I w ant to h ave  k ids and 
te ach  th e m  th ings and tre at th e m  th e  w ay I w ish e d to be  
tre ate d.
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I'm  h e re  righ t now  be cause  I q uit m y job for th e  sum m e r and 
I h ave n't ch e ck e d out m turk  since  th e y h ad all th ose  addre ss 
look up h its. I m ade  lik e , $23.76 in total back  w h e n it first 
cam e  out and it w as totally not w orth  it. I am  bore d so I am  
ch e ck ing th rough  th e se  h its to m ak e  a couple  of pe nnie s and 
buy m yse lf a h otdog on Am azon. H ope fully it w ont be  m oldy 
by th e  tim e  I ge t it. 
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I am  in th e  m iddle  of a raging th unde rstorm , w ith  raindrops 
slam m ing against e ve ry w indow.  It's a fe w  m inute s past te n, 
and I h ope  by e le ve n it cle ars up, since  I'm  going to a 
m idnigh t party at m y frie nd's, w h o w ork s th e  e ve ning sh ift.

I am  h e re  to re cruit all w om e n to be com e  le sbians. 

I'm  in front of a com pute r. 

TH E  TR O U BLE D  STU D E NT

I am  stuck  be tw e e n th is tim e  afte r colle ge  and 

se e m ingly tim e  be fore  life  truly starts, and I'm  

h aving trouble  figuring out m y place  in all th is. 

I've  got a job th at could be  a care e r, but do I w ant it to 

be  a care e r? So I gue ss I'm  biding m y tim e  and w aiting 

for som e th ing to h appe n. H e re  is Colum bus. H e re  is m y 

re ntal h om e  th at I can't w ait to ge t out of. H e re  is in 

front of m y ne w  com pute r th at I bough t partially w ith  

MTurk  m one y and cash  ince ntive s from  signing up w ith  

Vonage . And righ t now  is Saturday. Righ t now  is fe e ling 

rush e d be cause  I h ave  to go to a w e dding for a frie nd 

w h o isn't re ally a frie nd at all.  Righ t now  is h ungry. 

Righ t now  is re ady to lose  w e igh t. Righ t now  is re ady 

for ch ange . 
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Can't sle e p.
Can't be  fully aw ak e .
W h e re  w ill th e  coin land?
Ye s or no
Solve  th e  k oan
and le t it roll. 

I got lost on th e  w ay to m y Am azon account page ? 

I am  h e re  to h ave  fun. 

I am  h e re  righ t now  to be  th e  be st th at I can be , to te ach  th e  
be st th at I can te ach , and to le arn th e  be st th at I can le arn. 
 To m yse lf, I am  th e  stude nt and th e  w orld is th e  te ach e r. To 
m y ch ild, not only is th e  w orld h is te ach e r, but also m yse lf. 

I am  h e re  in orde r to pay for m y future  of be com ing a social 
justice  ph ilosoph e r. I w ant to h e lp oth e rs; h ow e ve r not a 
sch ool or unive rsity, but inste ad at som e  sort of sh e lte r. I 
w ant to be  able  to use  re ason to sh ow  oth e rs th e  ne ce ssity of 
e ve ry pe rson. 

God put m e  h e re  for a purpose , now , today.

I am  h e re  righ t now  at w ork .  O n th e  m Turk  to k e e p m yse lf 
busy during th e  slow  tim e s and m ak e  a fe w  ce nts.  

It is righ t now  in th e  m orning afte r m y first m e e ting and in 
th e  m iddle  of m y first coffe e  bre ak .  It is late  August and 
ne ar th e  e nd of th e  sum m e r.  Life  is busy but I lik e  it th at 
w ay. 
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I am  h e re  to contribute  to m y fe llow  m an. Th is m Turk  syste m  
can be  far-re ach ing and w ill le ad to som e th ing w onde rful. 
Th ank  you. 

Curiosity, 
inte nse  anticipation.  
Unw ave ring angst.
W as th at alm ost a H aik u? 

I don't re ally unde rstand th is, but h e re  goe s.
My ph ysical se lf is at h om e  in a ch air in m y fam ily room .
My m e ntal se lf is e ve ryw h e re ; in m y past, in m y pre se nt, and 
in m y future . 

I'm  h e re  to slow ly accum ulate  incom e  in m y idle  h ours, 
be cause  at th e  m om e nt I'm  a 21 ye ar old girl w h o's just 
re turne d from  touring w ith  a circus sw ing band for 6 w e e k s, 
I'm  de ad brok e , staying w ith  m y e x boyfrie nd, and ne e ding to 
do som e th ing constructive  w ith  m y tim e .

Tim e  m ay or m ay not be  line ar; e xiste nce  m ay or m ay not be  
re lative --th e re 's no w ay to k now  for sure .  I try to re m e m be r 
th at pe rce ption is not ne ce ssarily analogous w ith  re ality, but 
it's e asy to forge t.  W h at about th e  future ?  If tim e  is cyclical, 
isn't th e  future  in part de te rm ine d by th e  past?  
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Th e  future  is a se rie s of ligh th ouse s during a h urricane . Th e y 
m ust be  out th e re , th e y h ave  to be , if th e y don't th e n w e 're  all 
scre w e d.  

All you can do is try to k e e p on living.  Th at's all.  By th e  tim e  
you re cognize  th e  blurre d ligh t as a ligh th ouse , you're  
alre ady sailing past it:  In re cognition it be com e s th e  pre se nt, 
a non-issue , and th e n th e  past, and gue ss w h at?  It's still 
raining, and you be tte r k e e p m oving or you'll drow n. 

To se e  if th e re  is a be tte r w ay to ge t w ork  done  th an by 
h iring e m ploye e s.  Pe rh aps th is w ill e lim inate  h e adach e s 
such  as h um an re source s nigh tm are s. 

I be lie ve  w e  are  h e re  to piss som e  random  h igh e r pow e r off 
or to de stroy th e  plane t. I am  not q uite  sure  ye t m y turn on 
th is plane  h as not ye t e nde d.  O h , and to answ e r th e  oth e r 
q ue stions, Earth , spe cifically Easte rn Conne cticut is w h e re  
th e  pe ople   w h o de signe d th e  curre nt m aps h ave  told m e  I 
curre ntly re side  .  And w h e n is, w h o k now s w h e n, tim e  is 
irre le vant. I just look  at th e  sk y once  and a w h ile . 

I am  h e re  righ t now  for absolute ly no good re ason.  Just 
sitting and w ork  and plink ing aw ay.  Actually it is probably 
be cause  I ne e d to do se ve ral th ings at once  and th is just adds 
to m y confusion. 

I am  h e re  on a sm all plane t in a h uge  galaxy in a bigge r 
unive rse .  Righ t now  is 14 billion ye ars afte r th at unive rse  
starte d.  I tak e  th e  long vie w  of th ings, I gue ss. 
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H e re  for m e  is w e ll actually a re ally good place  righ t now , I 
m e an I w as fe e ling pre tty dow n and out for a w h ile  but all is 
w e ll now. It's funny be cause  it's not lik e  th e re  w as a de fining 
m om e nt th at m ade  m e  ch ange  h ow  I w as fe e ling so w h y I 
am  h e re  is a pre tty good q ue stion cause  I'm  not re ally sure . I 
h ave  no ide a. 

I'm  h e re .  W h ich  is to say North  Kingstow n, Rh ode  Island, 
USA, Earth , Solar syste m , M ilk y W ay, Unive rse , e tc. Now  is 
ne ve r possible  to nail dow n, be cause  w ith  e ve n th e  sligh te st 
tim e  it tak e s to de scribe  it, it's gone .  
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TH E  W O R R IE D  SE E K E R

I've  be e n trying to figure  th is out for som e tim e  now. 

O fte n I w onde r w h at e xactly w h at m y purpose  is 

going to be , m y place , m y nich e  in th e  w orld and I 

h ave  not be e n able  to give  m yse lf an answ e r to th is 

q ue stion ye t. Th is is all ve ry disconse rting for m e , as 

you m ay im agine . I'm  w orrie d th at w h ile  I'm  h e m m ing 

and h aw ing ove r m y status life  is passing m e  by at an 

unim aginally fast rate . I suppose  all I can do at th is 

point is w ait and se e  and stay th e  course .

Ye s I can w rite , and th ink . H e re  is h e re , not th e re .  W h e n is 
now.  To be . O r not?

I am  trying to avoid studying and w riting up m y lab re port. 
It's 12:46am  CST.

My future  w ill be  be tte r th an m y pre se nt. I w ill com ple te  m y 
studie s, and w ill do anyth ing I can to h e lp m y country 
re cove r from  th e  crisis it's in. I be lie ve  th at I can m ak e  a 
ch ange  be cause  I'm  young and e ve ryone  sh are s m y h ope  of 
pe ace . 

W h y am  I h e re ?  Be cause  m y frie nd se nt m e  th e  link  to th is 
place  ye ste rday, and I am  curre ntly une m ploye d and I gotta 
m ak e  e ve ry little  ce nt th at I can.  If you k now  of anyth ing 
e lse  I can do, le t m e  k now.  Dam n, th e  th ings w e 'll do for a 
pe nny... 
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Life  sh ould not m e an but be .

I'm  h e re , on th is plane t, for now , th e  duration of m y life , 
be cause  I re ally don't h ave  anyth ing be tte r to do. 

I'm  bore d at w ork  and figure d I could e arn a paltry am ount 
of m one y w ork ing on odd re q ue sts lik e  th is one .

I am  just burning up a fe w  m inute s w h ile  m y six ye ar old is 
in th e  sh ow e r.  I ne e d to be  close  by and I can h e ar h im  from  
w h e re  I'm  sitting righ t now. 

I am  h e re  to live  m y life  to th e  fulle st, cre ate  ne w  life , th e n 
die .

Th e  righ t now  for m e  is sitting in th e  m idst of a fore st 
com m uting w ith  nature , talk ing to all th e  fore st cre ature s 
and be com ing one  w ith  th e  e arth .  Be cause  w h e n I am  th e re  
I am  not trying to ge t to som e w h e re , be cause  I'm  alre ady 
th e re  just be ing. 

I'm  h e re  for Ella, Isa, Eli and Cath y
I'm  h e re  for th e  pe ople  w ith  w h om  I w ork
I'm  h e re  for re ach ing le ve l 40 on W orld of W arcraft and 
obtaining m y ste e d
I'm  h e re  for th e  ne xt ride  on m y m otorcycle
I'm  h e re  for m y frie nds
I'm  h e re  for th e  ne xt sm ile  from  a pe rson I love  In th e  h e re  
and now.

In th e  future  I w ill still be  stuck  h e re  be cause  TH E W ORLD 
IS KEEPING ME DOW N! 
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H e re  for m e  is righ t h e re .
Now  for m e  is righ t now.
Life  for m e  is not life
If I am  not h e re  righ t now.

W h y do pe ople  alw ays ne e d a re ason to be ? Th at's silly. If 
you live  life  and don't h arm  any oth e r m e m be r of your 
spe cie s if you can h e lp it and m aybe  contribute  a little  to 
im prove  th e  spe cie s (and no, th at doe s not ne ce ssarily m e an 
bre e d m ore  of th e m ) a bit, th at sh ould be  e nough . 

I am  living th ousands of m ile s from  w h e re  I w as born to be  
w ith  m y h usband. I lik e  it h e re , but I h ate  w ork ing from  
h om e . I w ant an office  now. 

I am  h e re  righ t now  be cause  I h ave  no w h e re  e lse  to be . 

I am  h e re  be cause  th is is th e  righ t m om e nt to be  h e re  for 
m e . I fe e l th at i h ave  to be  h e re  on th is w e bsite  now. It m ay 
be  a ch ance  to e arn som e  m one y. 

Righ t now  is w orth le ss.  But m aybe  I can ge t a pe nny out of 
it. 

W e ll, I'm  publish ing a book  about m y life  th at I h ope  can 
h e lp oth e rs.  I'm  h oping m y activism , m y ge ne rosity, and th e  
sh aring of m y e xpe rie nce s m ak e  oth e rs live s be tte r.  I th ink  
th at is w h y I am  h e re . 
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I am  w aiting for w ork  to do in m y last days of w ork ing.. At 
th e  e nd of th e  w e e k , I w ill start th e  ne xt ph ase  of m y life  as a 
graduate  stude nt. TH AT is w h e re  I sh ould be  righ t now , but 
at th is m om e nt in tim e  I am  sim ply w aiting for th at ne xt ste p 
to be gin. 

I th ink , w e  are  h e re , be cause  e ve ryone  h as a place  in a big 
com m unity. 
If th e re  is one  place  e m pty, th e  com m unity is not fille d to 
100%.
Righ t now  is th e  first ste p in th e  future  - not afte r th e  past or 
in th e  "now ". 

H e re  is Colum biaville , M ich igan. I'm  h e re  righ t now  be cause  
m y pare nts built th is h ouse  a ye ar ago, and since  I h e lpe d 
too I m igh t as w e ll live  in it. It's a nice  h ouse  on a lak e  too. 
O nly proble m  is th at w e  don't h ave  a boat or landline  
broadband inte rne t, but I fixe d th at by ge tting w ire le ss 
inte rne t. All in all a gre at place  to live , it's just re ally far 
aw ay from  anyplace  use ful.

I am  h e re  to h ave  a fam ily.  I've  alw ays w ante d to h ave  
ch ildre n m y w h ole  life . My m ate rnal instinct starte d to k ick  
in at 15 w h e n I volunte e re d m y tim e  at Day Cam p or oth e r 
activitie s for ch ildre n.  I k ne w  I h ad to m ak e  a diffe re nce  in 
ch ildre n's live s h ow.  Now  I'm  ge tting m y de gre e  in Te ach e r's 
Education so I can m ak e  th at diffe re nce . And one  day I 
w ould lik e  to h ave  ch ildre n of m y ow n so I can te ach  th e m  
h ow  w onde rful it is to h e lp oth e rs. 
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H e re  is "alive ", w h ich  I alm ost w asn't just a fe w  m onth s ago. 
Righ t now  is w h e n m y daugh te r is 16. I am  h e re  righ t now  
be cause  sh e  w ill ne e d m e  to se e  h e r th rough  to a fulfilling 
adulth ood. 

I'm  at Am azon m Turk  in orde r to m ak e  a fe w  buck s, or at 
le ast be  am use d and m ak e  a fe w  ce nts.

To e xpe rie nce  th e  life  th at is be fore  m e ...us and to m ak e  life  
be tte r for th e  future .  I am  not sure  h ow  but e ve ryday as I 
w onde r w h y pe ople  do w h at th e y do and ce rtain e ve nts 
unfold th e  m yste ry de e pe ns, but th e  answ e r is cle are r.  W e  
le arn from  our past and ye t w e  don't de viate  m uch  from  th e  
path .  Righ t now  I am  h e re  to re turn th is H IT and to th ink  
about w h y you are  h e re  righ t now. 

Righ t now , I am  tire d, but I am  alive .
So far m y body is not figh ting cance r anym ore , so I h ave  le ss 
w orrie s.
I am  at m turk  to try to m ak e  som e  m one y to offse t m y e bay 
spe nding, since  I am  in colle ge . I am  de vote d to colle ge  
be cause  of m y inte re st in biology and m icrobiology.  
I w ant to m ak e  a diffe re nce .  
W h at is h e re  for m e .  
1.  som e  m one y, is th at so bad? 
2.  som e th ing to do.
3.  I am  in a colle ge  dorm  righ t now.  
W h at is h e re  for m e  is frie ndsh ip and le arning.
Righ t now  for m e , is th e  past since  it took  tim e  to say, "righ t 
now."  
To m e , th e re  is no re al pre se nt tim e ...
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TH E  SCIE NTIFIC PH ILO SO PH E R

W h y am  I h e re -- righ t now , doing th is H IT? 

Be cause  I'm  still on sum m e r vacation from  

sch ool (-w h ich  starts in Se pte m be r-) and 

so I h ave  le ss to do th an I norm ally do, and be cause  I 

stum ble d h e re  and w ante d to k now  if it w as w orth  m y 

tim e . I saw  a CNET ne w s article  for th e  Am azon Elastic 

Com pute  Cloud (Be ta), so I follow e d it to Am azon W e b 

Se rvice s -- from  th e re  I saw  th e  Am azon M e ch anical 

Turk  (Be ta), w h ich  le ad m e  h e re . W h y am  I h e re , on 

e arth ? Be cause  som e th ing m ade  it th at w ay - w h e th e r it 

w as God (m aybe , I th ink  h e /it/th e y e xist(s), but I th ink  

re ligion is silly), or w h e th e r it w as ch ance , or de stiny, or 

w h ate ve r. (W h ich  of th ose  it is, I don't k now  - since  I'm  

not om nipre se nt or w h ate ve r.) W h y am  I h e re , in m y 

ch air? Be cause  I can afford it... for now. W h at about m y 

righ t now ? H m m ... w e ll, th at k e e ps m oving, so it's h ard 

to de scribe . Be cause  tim e  flow s... or, rath e r, it se e m s to 

flow. It's re ally a se rie s of individual se q ue nce s, and w e  

are  m oving so fast th rough  th e m  th at w e  th ink  th at it 

flow s... sort of lik e  a picture  book . And if tim e  trave l 

be com e s im possible , th e  re ason for it is th at w e  w ould 

ne ve r be  able  to be  faste r th an th e  curre nt th at runs 

th rough  th e  flow  of tim e ...
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I'm  re ally TH AT de spe rate  for m one y. I've  be e n look ing for 
cre ative  w ays to m ak e  m one y, and th is se e m e d re ally cool. 

I w as surfing th e  w e b and stum ble d upon th e  "m e ch anical 
turk " conce pt.  I h ad ne ve r h e ard of it be fore  and w as q uite  
fascinate d w ith  th e  ide a th at I could com ple te  a task  be tte r 
th an a com pute r!  W h ich  is w h y I am  h e re ...I TH INK!  no no, 
don't tak e  it TH AT w ay.  I lite rally do th ink , I th ink .  Righ t 
now , I am  also be ing som e w h at "bad" in th at I am  suppose d 
to be  h ard at w ork  be ing a radio DJ, but since  I h ave  a long 
track  playing, w e ll, w e  can surf th e  w e b and answ e r e m ail!! 
(and inve stigate  th e  "m e ch anical turk ."  O bviously, I am  
going to h ave  to th ink  (I TH INK!) long and h ard about w h at 
I am  going to be  doing w ith  m y h ard e arne d pay of ONE 
CENT.  OW, strange  to th ink  I can be  purch ase d for a coin 
w h ich  is w orth  le ss th an th e  am ount of m one y spe nt 
producing it.  I gue ss, th at is w h at I W ILL BE TH INKING of 
w h e n I le ave  th is particular H IT... 

I can't sle e p th at is w h y I am  h e re  plus I am  bore d.

It's Sunday.  Fre e  tim e .   Fre e  m one y.  Quie t.  H usband and 
ch ild le ft th e  h ouse  for th e  m orning.....W h e e !!! 

I am  h e re  be cause  I w as born.

I'll be t th is is for th ose  darn nonse nse  w ords use d to trick  
spam  filte rs. Ye p, I th ink  th at's it: Stude bak e r. Pe ppe roni. 
Myste ry th e atre . Pe te r Falk . Conspiracy th e ory. Absurdist 
ch iropodist.  I gue ss th at's not an answ e r to th e  q ue stion, 
e xce pt in th e  m ost obliq ue  w ay allow able . 
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I am  h e re  be cause  I survive d it. Th e  ch ange . Th e  Eve nt. Th e  
Pulse . Th e  Apocalypse .  Many pe ople  didn't. I don't de se rve  
it; I didn't do anyth ing to e arn it. But h e re  I am , putting one  
foot in front of th e  oth e r and bre ath ing one  contam inate d 
bre ath  afte r anoth e r, building and re building not be cause  I 
be lie ve  in it but be cause  I h ave  no ch oice . It turns out th e  
h um an is a m ach ine  afte r all, prope lle d by w ill. I am  h e re , 
and I put one  stone  on top of anoth e r w ith  aging and 
bruise d h ands. I don't k now  w h y I build; I just do. 
Som e body h as to.

Righ t now , I'm  h e re  to com ple te  th is H IT and ge t paid for it, 
lol.  H ow e ve r, in a m ore  spiritual se nse , I'm  h e re  to attain 
e nligh te nm e nt and to h e lp oth e rs do th e  sam e .  For m e , th at 
m e ans be ing m indful in w h at I th ink , say or do, so th at 
e ve ry m om e nt can be  an opportunity for positivity or 
grow th .  

It's not alw ays e asy th ough  be cause  of past and pre se nt 
dram a, not to m e ntion fe ars conce rning dram a in th e  
future .  But th ose  th ings are  an unavoidable  part of life . 
 Th e  m ain th ing is to just k e e p doing w h ate ve r you ne e d to 
do in orde r to be  m ore  com passionate , patie nt and w ise .

I se e k  truth  and be auty.  But I don't sh are  it. 

To be  h appy. 

Tak ing a bre ak  from  studying for GMAT. 
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H e re  am  I in front of m y com pute r, pe e ring th rough  th e  
m onitor to th e  w orld outside , a w orld far be yond th e  brick  
w alls of m y h ouse , be yond th e  gate  le ading th e  stre e t, 
be yond th e  borde rs of th is country and up tow ard th e  sk y.

I'm  h e re , at m y com pute r, trying to m ak e  a bit of m one y and 
k e e p from  ge tting bore d, w h ile  not le aving th e  q uie t 
dark e ne d room  I am  in be cause  of a m igraine  h e adach e . 
Be yond th at I h one stly don't k now , alth ough  I h ave  tak e n 
classe s in ph ilosoph y of m ind, e xiste ntialism , and cognitive  
psych ology, th e y h ave  just le ft m e  m ore  m e taph ysically 
confuse d th an be fore .

I w ill go on to ge t a BS in com pute r scie nce  and m y 
incre dible  care e r w ill fall sh ort w h e n an out of control 
garbage  truck  de stroys m ost of m y vital organs. I w ould 
probably h ave  cure d cance r, solve d w orld h unge r, and single -
h ande dly fough t off se ve ral alie n invasions, but inste ad, th e  
w orld w ill suffe r. 

I am  in San Jose , CA. It is now  17:38 h ours on Tue sday, th e  
29 th  of August, 2006. H e re  I am  now  bre ath ing and typing, 
just for you and m e  and a coppe r pe nny. But I can do m any 
oth e r th ings too! I am  just be ing for now. 

I th ink  th at living in a big city h as a lot of disadvantage s lik e  
pollution or a traffic jam . I live  in sm all city and I'm  h appy. 

I am  h e re  righ t now  to se e  w h at I can do w ith  m y life .  I am  
h e re  at colle ge  to le arn, so th at I can m ak e  m one y and 
survive . I am  h e re  to le arn h ow  to m ak e  de cisions and tak e  
re sponsibility. Righ t now  is today, but w h at I do today and 
w h o I am  today w ill affe ct all of th e  days afte r.
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I'm  h e re  be cause  I'm  bore d. Ye ah . 

Ye s, I can w rite . Quite  w e ll as a m atte r of fact.  Th is is an 
inte re sting q ue stion.  I gue ss I'm  righ t h e re  sitting at m y 
com pute r at 11:00 pm  be cause  I am  trying to e arn e nough  
m one y to q uit m y day job in Fe bruary.  W h y Fe bruary? It just 
sounds lik e  a good m onth .  Se riously, be cause  I se t a six 
m onth  goal and th at is w h e n m y six m onth s are  up.  W h e re , 
you ask ?  In good ole  Se dro W oolle y W ash ington.  H ope  th is 
is w orth  th e  pe nny for th e  h it.  H ave  a w onde rful day!!!  :) 

"H e re " is plane t Earth , som e w h e re  in a unive rse . More  
locally, it's th e  South w e st H igh  De se rt in Ne w  M e xico. Righ t 
now  is Sunday Afte rnoon, 27 August 2006, about a q uarte r 
afte r 2pm , MDT. I'm  h e re , be cause  w e  cam e  to Ne w  M e xico 
w ith  a re se arch  com pany th irty-six ye ars ago, and se ttle d in, 
ne ve r finding th is place  so obnoxious...or any oth e r place  so 
attractive ...th at w e  fe lt com pe lle d to le ave .  It isn't "h om e ." 
It's just w h e re  w e  h appe n to be . 

I'm  h e re  on th is site  righ t now  be cause  I'm  procrastinating. 
m y le ase  e nds tom orrow  and I h ave  to h ave  all m y stuff out 
and it's stre ssing m e  out m ore  th an anyth ing. I don't h ave  
e nough  m one y to pay m y last utility bill or buy gas and th e  
car's on th e  "E" line . som e h ow  I fe e l m arginally le ss use le ss 
if I'm  doing h its rath e r th an just sitting on m y be d panick ing.

I'm  h e re  be cause  th is is w h e re  and w h e n I ch oose  to be .

Sitting in front of a laptop in m y h om e  office  in Sunnyvale , 
CA w onde ring w h e th e r or not th e  sod th at w as re ce ntly 
installe d in m y front yard w ill survive . 
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TH E  SE R E ND IPITO U S  TR AVE LE R

I am  h e re  be cause  of se rie s of se e m ingly random  

conne ctions, conve rsations, e ve nts, and th ough ts 

h ave  le d m e  along a path  th at e nde d w ith  m e  

be ing righ t w h e re  I am , w h e n I am . It h as be e n a m atte r 

of talk ing to ce rtain pe ople , h aving ce rtain 

conve rsations, tak ing ce rtain opportunitie s. If one  pie ce  

of th e  ch ain w as m issing, I w ould be  som e w h e re  e lse  

doing som e th ing e lse . Now , of course , not all ch oice s 

th at I h ave  m ade  in m y life  h ave  be e n inte gral to 

le ading m e  along th is path , but I can only se e  in 

re trospe ct w h ich  one s h ave  be e n th e  one s th at 

m atte re d. Ge tting m arrie d w as not one  of th ose  life -

ch anging e ve nts, but tak ing a te m porary job w as, for 

e xam ple . So, I m ove  th ough out m y e xiste nce  trying to 

k e e p m y e ye s ope n for th e  ne xt conne ction, th e  ne xt 

opportunity to influe nce  m y future , and I w ork  ve ry 

h ard at th ose  th at I th ink  w ill be  th ose  opportunitie s, 

w ith  th e  k now le dge  th at th e y m ay or m ay not m ak e  th e  

diffe re nce .

I'm  h e re  to m ak e  som e  m one y. O r do you m e an life ?
If you m e an life  I'm  h e re  to h ave  a good tim e  and m ak e  
pe ople  h appy.

Righ t now  is e ve ry m inute  of m y life . Righ t now  is NOW. 
Alth ough  th at is now  th e  past. 
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Ph ysically I am  at h om e  righ t now , in m y room , on m y ch air, 
in front of m y com pute r. M e ntally, I am  not h e re , m y m ind is 
lost and confuse d th ink ing about a girl... 

Be cause  I m ade  a conscious ch oice  to k e e p going w h e n I h it 
rock  bottom . I figure d (corre ctly) th at it couldn't ge t any 
w orse . Th at's w h y I'm  h e re .

I am  h e re  be cause  it w as m e ant to be . As soon as th e  
unive rse  w as cre ate d, e ve ryth ing be cam e  de fine d. Righ t now  
I am  h e re  to do m y part, w h e th e r by th e  w ill of th e  D ivine , or 
th e  w ay of scie nce , I am  h e re  be cause  it w as m e ant to be  and 
cannot be  ch ange d. 

W h y am  I h e re  righ t now ?
H e re  is Ch icago. I am  h e re  be cause  m y life  brough t m e  h e re . 
I fe ll in love  w ith  th e  city th e  first tim e  I visite d it, and I 
k ne w  th at it w ould e ve ntually be  m y h om e . It's a ch ance  to 
find m yse lf, to e xplore  w h o I can be  w ith out re strictions of 
Sm all Tow n USA, w h e re  I gre w  up. It's a ch ance  to be  w ack y 
and w ild and e xpe rie nce  life , and still h ave  a w onde rful 
h usband and a w onde rful h om e  to re turn to, e ve ry day. W h y 
am  I h e re ?  W h o k now s, re ally. I've  got a purpose . Until it's 
cle ar, I'm  just going to k e e p on living m y life . 

Am  I h e re  be cause  I w ant to be  h e re ?  Am  I h e re  be cause  
FATE te lls m e  I sh ould be ?  O r am  I only h e re  to im prove  m y 
typing sk ills, w h ich  are  sort of lack ing at th e  m om e nt?  I am  
h e re  be cause  of th e  de cision I h ave  m ade , poorly or not.  Is 
it fate ?  I don't k now... nor do I re ally care .  I don't w ant to 
k now.  I am  h e re  be cause  I am .

To se e  h ow  m uch  m one y I can rack  up! 
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I'm  in Pe nnsylvania on a Saturday e ve ning ch e ck ing out 
available  h its on M e ch anical Turk . Sad, h uh ? 

I'm  h e re  sitting in Australia be cause  I'm  passing som e  tim e  
and be ing bore d w h y not I say.

I am  sitting at m y com pute r in th e  dark  righ t now  w ith  th e  
scre e n turne d dow n low  be cause  m y e ye s are  h urting. I've  
be e n on th e  ne t all day. All m y frie nds are  h e re  and I  got 
caugh t up in discussions. I am  lone ly. I am  w aiting for m y 
long distance  love r to call. I h ave  be e n ch e ck ing out th is site  
and doing h its to e arn a bit of m one y to buy book s. I love  to 
re ad. I starte d to re ad be cause  I turne d tw o ye ars old. W ords 
h ave  alw ays fascinate d m e , storie s h ave  provide d and e scape  
and re fe re nce  book s a w ay to te ach  m yse lf m any th ings th at 
oth e rw ise  I w ould not k now. 

I'm  lost. I don't k now  w h e re  I am . Its dark , but w h e n I fe e l 
m y e ye s ope n, th e y fe e l as if th e y're  be ing blinde d by th e  sun.
I don't w ant to be  in th is place . Ple ase , som e body, ple ase  
sh ow  m e  th e  door out of h e re .
Th e  door out of th e  dark ne ss. Ple ase , som e body...
I don't w ant to be  alone ... 

I am  h e re  be cause  I be lie ve  th at m y future  h olds gre at th ings 
for m e , and th at I w ill go on to do gre at th ings and h e lp 
pe ople . I am  w riting th is be cause  it w ill h ope fully add just a 
bit m ore  cash  to m y future , and ge t m e  th at m uch  close r to 
m y dre am s of be ing se lf sufficie nt and on m y ow n.
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I w ill do gre at th ings, and pe ople  m igh t ne ve r k now  it, 
be cause  I do not w ant to do it for th e  fam e , I w ant to do it 
be cause  som e one  ne e ds to, and I be lie ve  th at I h ave  th e  
ability. I be lie ve  th at I can m ak e  a diffe re nce  and th at it 
w ould be  irre sponsible  of m e  if I didn't try! 

I'm  h e re  be cause  I ne e d m one y.

I am  h e re  righ t now , brow sing th e  H IT's, in h ope  of a ch ance  
to e arn a fe w  m e age r dollars. Th is m one y e arne d w ould 
ine vitably be  use d to buy a ne w  book  or m ovie . Th is, 
th ough , is just m y ph ysical location.

Inside  m y m ind, h e re  is just a location on a plane , th at h as 
be e n de fine d by m y ow n m ind in atte m pt to cope  w ith  
re ality. In oth e r w ords, I am  noth ing, ye t e ve ryth ing, 
sim ultane ously. 

I de fine  righ t now  as th e  fram e  of m ind I am  curre ntly in.. 
Sligh tly sle e p de prive d, but still functioning. Righ t now  is 
be ing alive , for th e  ne xt m om e nt I could ce ase  to e xist. 

H e re , I bre ath e .
I stand and soak  in.
I am  th e  fulcrum  of m y w orld,
balancing dark  and ligh t on m y sh oulde rs
as a burde n to be ar for all days.

All days are  m ade  up of th e  one s be fore  th e m .

I am  h e re  righ t now  as a re sult of so m any se e m ing 
unre late d coincide nce s th at th e re  h as to be  a re ason. 
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Be cause  I sh ould be  doing h om e w ork .

To e arn a little  cash .

I am  sim ply h e re , but th e n w h y is anyone  h e re ? W e  are  h e re  
be cause  w e  w e re  put h e re  for a re ason. I am  h e re  to live  a 
fulfilling life  and be  h appy, w h ich  is not alw ays th e  case . Ye s, 
I can th ink . I th ink  q uite  w e ll, but w h e n I do, I just sim ply 
do. Righ t now  is th is ve ry m om e nt, and I tak e  e ach  m om e nt 
at a tim e . Life  is not alw ays fair, but it is up to you to m ak e  it 
w h ate ve r you w ant it to be . 

I am  h e re , righ t h e re , at th is ve ry m om e nt, to figure  out w h y 
I'm  h e re . O nce  I figure  th at out, I can touch  m ore  live s th an I 
e ve r th ough t possible . Th is m om e nt is just a de tour, a sm all 
bre ak , in a journe y tow ard be ing im m ortal.

Mak ing m one y w h ile  w atch ing TV, th e  be st m ulti task . 
Ge tting paid to w atch  TV. 

Ye ah ...so anyw ays, give  m e  m y pe nny.
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CRED ITS &  D ED ICATIONS

I de d icate  th is book  to all th e  ch ildre n of H urricane  Katrina - 
ch ildre n w h ose  live s h ave  b e e n turne d upside  dow n. May th is book  
give  th em  inspiration and dire ction.
Lisa Bak e r - M e ch anicsville , VA 
"More  th an h appy to be  righ t w h e re  I am , righ t now."

De dicating a book  of th ough ts and dre am s to th ose  w h o ne e d 
th ough ts and dre am s...
Barbara Barrick  - W oodbridge , VA 
"Now  loving life  m ore  at h om e  tak ing care  of MY love  and 
 appre ciating LIFE."

To m y w ife  and ch ildre n w h o, of all th at w alk  th e  e arth , are  m ost 
pre cious to m e .
Bob Castle m an - Buffalo, NY 
"Intre pid e xplore r of th e  e dge s of re ality."

De dicate d to m y pare nts Jose ph  P. and Mary J. Finn; th e y are  th e  
re ason w h y I am  h e re .
M ich e lle  R. Finn - Cincinnati, O H
"A h igh ly e ducate d individual."

I de d icate  th is book  to m y fam ily, w h o h ave  alw ays b e e n th e re  for 
m e , and h ave  neve r doubte d m y dre am s, no m atte r h ow  crazy th e y 
m igh t b e . Also to anyone  w h o finds th em selve s at a place  in life  
w h e re  th e  que stion of w h y se e m s unansw e rable , you are  not 
alone.
Re ne a Ch am pion H aw k - Gre e nsburg, PA 
"Now  h appily using m y cre ativity and passion for a ne w  
ch alle nge  to w ork  from  h om e ."

Th is book  is de d icate d to m y son w h o alw ays k e e ps ask ing th e  
que stion 'W h y?' and to m y h usband w h o I fall in love  w ith  all ove r 
again eve ry tim e  I w atch  h im  w ith  our son.
Traci Le M ire  - Tracy, CA
"Be fore  m y life  re ally be gan, I w as a re cruite r." 

I de d icate  th is book  to m y h usband Dan and our son Logan, w h o 
are  m y inspiration in eve ryth ing I do and eve ry ch oice  I m ak e . I 
also de d icate  th is to m y m om  Pam , w h o alw ays supporte d m e  in 
eve ry e nde avor. Sh e  is th e  re ason I'm  h e re  at all, and m ade  m e  w h o 
I am  today.
Sh annon Macie je w sk i - D e troit, M I 
"My e ve ntual care e r goal is to w ork  at h om e  to be  w ith  m y 
fam ily."
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CRED ITS &  D ED ICATIONS

To Margo, for te ach ing m e  th at gre atne ss is born from  a tiny spark  
of inspiration.
Raq ue l Martin - AZ
"Inde pe nde nt publish e r and se rial e ntre pre ne ur."

I de d icate  th is book  to m y h usband, daugh te r, m om , dad, and 
siste r. I love  you all!
Ke lly McDonald - LaGrange , KY

I de d icate  th is book  to m y h usband, w h ose  support h as m ade  m y 
participation possible , and w h ose  gift of tw o b e autiful girls h as 
m ade  m y 'w h y' m uch  m ore  appare nt to m e , and to all people  
eve ryw h e re  w h o are  look ing for th e ir 'w h y'.
JoAnna Pre w itt - W oodland Park , CO  
"At h om e  to e njoy m y girls be fore  th e se  e arly ye ars are  gone  
fore ve r."

I de d icate  th is book  to all of th e  am azing people  w h o h elpe d our 
fam ily get th rough  th e  storm s th at w e  h ave  w e ath e re d. W ith out all 
of you I w ould not b e  in th e  place  I am  righ t now !
Suzi Scott- Grand Blanc, M I 
"Profe ssional ph otograph e r."

I de d icate  th is book  to all th at find contentm ent w ith in its page s.
Ve rice  Sm ith  - Birm ingh am , AL   
"W ork ing to sh ow  th at Virtual Assistants are  contributors to th e  
grow ing e conom y, and h ope  one  day to be  a publish e d w rite r."

I de d icate  th is book  to m y h usband: Jam ie , m y de ar daugh te r: 
H aile y and m y darling son: Andre w , for th e se  th re e  are  th e re  for 
m e  eve ryday, in eve ry w ay, and th e y are  th e  re ason I am  h e re  righ t 
now .
Danie lle  Tuck e r - Port De posit, MD 
"I w ork  from  h om e  so I can be  w ith  m y tw o be autiful ch ildre n."

I de d icate  th is book  to eve ryone  w h o h as h ad th e ir live s, just lik e  
m y ow n fam ily, com pletely turne d upside  dow n. And, just lik e  
th e m , I de d icate  it to m y fam ily."
De bi H e usse r - Ne w ark , DE
"Dre am s re ally do com e  true "

I de d icate  th is book  to th e  cre ative  Ish idos w h o m ade  th is book  
h appen.
Ste ve  Kantor - Be th e sda, MD
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SEREND IPITY

Late  one  nigh t, I h ad logge d into m turk .com . I am  not re ally sure  w h y. I 
h ad not ch e ck e d th e  site  in alm ost a ye ar. O n th e  H ITs page  th e re  w as a 
H IT calle d "W h y Are  You H e re  - Righ t Now ?", w h ich  paid a pe nny to answ e r 
a q ue stion.

I answ e re d th e  q ue stion. I notice d tw o k e y ph rase s in th at q ue stion, 
"Life bush ido" and "Ste ve  Kantor". I type d th e se  k e yw ords into Google . I 
found som e  positive  re vie w s w ritte n about h is com pany. I e m aile d a job 
inq uiry to h im . W h y not?

Since  th e n w e  h ave  publish e d a book . Th is book .  I w e nt from  a pe nny H IT 
on MTurk , to a position h e lping coordinate  th is proje ct w h ich  is fille d w ith  
tale nte d pe ople  w h o h ave  a big dre am . I gue ss it w as a luck y pe nny.

Raq ue l Martin, Production Coordinator

Alm ost a ye ar ago I starte d m y se arch  for a w ork  at h om e  job.  For th e  first 
fe w  m onth s I found noth ing but scam s and busine ss opportunitie s, all 
e xpe cting m e  to pay for w ork .  Finally, in June , I discove re d Am azon's 
M e ch anical Turk .  Som e th ing com ple te ly fle xible , no w orry about 
back ground distractions or noise  from  th e  ch ildre n.

Late  one  nigh t as I w as going th rough  th e  H ITs available , I stum ble d across 
one  th at w as offe ring a pe nny for th e  answ e r to 'W h y Are  You H e re  - Righ t 
Now ?", so I th ough t, "W h at th e  h e ck !  W h y not?  I'll answ e r it for a pe nny!" 
O h , h ow  th at pe nny h as ch ange d m y life !

10 days late r, I re ce ive d an e m ail from  Ste ve  ask ing m e  to ch e ck  out a 
proje ct ide a. Th e  ide a w as to turn all th e  answ e rs re ce ive d from  MTurk  into 
a book .  Again I th ough t, "W h at th e  h e ck !  W h y not?!"

Th at starte d th is am azing journe y from  ide a to book . I w e nt from  som e one  
just h oping and praying for som e  k ind of big opportunity to som e one  
actually involve d and coordinating th is w ondrous vision into re ality.

And now  it is re al.  A ve ry big re al!
Th ank  goodne ss for m y 'luck y pe nny'!

Re ne a Ch am pion H aw k , Mark e ting Coordinator
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TH E  M AK ING O F YR U H R N

H ow  did th is book  h appe n? H ow  doe s anyth ing h appe n? W e ll, som e one  h as an 

ide a and th ings start to h appe n, ofte n in unpre dictable  w ays.

I w as e xploring Am azon's M e ch anical Turk  se rvice , w w w .m turk .com , be cause  I'm  

a h uge  be lie ve r in uniq ue  tale nts and th e  w isdom  of crow ds. For m y busine ss, I 

e xplore  a varie ty of ne w  w e b se rvice s. Rath e r th an h ave  m e  de scribe  Mturk , you 

can visit th e  w e bsite  and re ad an ove rvie w . I did som e  H ITs m yse lf and th e n 

w e nt ove r to cre ate  som e  H ITs, be cause  I lik e  to cre ate .

I click e d on "Cre ate  H IT" and sat th e re  staring at th e  scre e n, trying to th ink  of 

som e th ing. Maybe  I w as w onde ring to m yse lf, "w h y am  I h e re ", and th e n I 

re alize d th at th e re  w e re  probably h undre ds or th ousands of pe ople  e ach  day 

staring at Mturk . It w as cle arly not sole ly to m ak e  significant m one y - th e y w e re  

probably th e re  for a varie ty of re asons, just lik e  m e . So, I gue ss I pose d th e  

q ue stion "W h y Are  You H e re  - Righ t Now ?" I de cide d to h ire  a fe w  h undre d 

pe ople  and pay th e m  $.01 e ach  to answ e r. I ch e ck e d back  a fe w  h ours late r and 

w as am aze d to find m any answ e rs of cre ative  dive rsity. Afte r tak ing a bik e  ride  

dow n to th e  Potom ac Rive r and re ading about te n page s, I re alize d th is w as good 

stuff and pe rh aps could be com e  a book . I e m aile d a fe w  h undre d re ce nt job 

applicants to m y com pany, Life bush ido, and ove r 40 re sponde d w ith  positive  

com m e nts and a de sire  to h e lp turn th e se  answ e rs into a book .O ve r th e  ne xt 30 

days, about 20 pe ople  cam e  toge th e r in an e ntre pre ne urial ve nture  to cre ate  th is 

book .

I starte d m y ne w  com pany, Life bush ido, in January 2006. Life bush ido is building 

a global ne tw ork  of pe ople  w ork ing part-tim e  from  h om e  w ith  fle xible  h ours, 

using th e ir uniq ue  tale nts. Alth ough  YRUH RN w as not part of any big busine ss 

plan, I be lie ve  it strongly sh ow s th e  pow e r of a global ne tw ork  of pe ople  using 

th e ir uniq ue  tale nts.

If our e fforts and th is book  le ad just one  pe rson to re ad th is book  and be  m ove d 

to th ink  de e ply about th e  q ue stion and th e ir ow n uniq ue  tale nts, th is proje ct w ill 

be  a succe ss. If th at pe rson is you, w e  w ould love  to h e ar from  you - e m ail us at 

yruh rn@ aw e be r.com . 

Ste ve  Kantor

Pre side nt

Life bush ido - w w w .life bush ido.com

Be th e sda, MD

Se pte m be r 2006
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Ok , now  it's your turn:
W h y Are  You H e re  - Righ t Now ?
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Ask  your fam ily:
W h y Are  You H e re  - Righ t Now ?
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Ask  your frie nds:
W h y Are  You H e re  - Righ t Now ?







W h y Are  You H e re  - Righ t Now ? 

One  pe rson pose d th e  q ue stion using 
Am azon's M e ch anical Turk  online  
se rvice ; paying re sponde nts a pe nny for 
th e ir answ e rs. 

Th at pe rson th e n collaborate d w ith  
e ntre pre ne urs w ork ing from  th e ir h om e s 
to cre ate  th is book . Th e  te am  h as ne ve r 
m e t face  to face . Th is is a true  virtual 
collaborative  proje ct.

Th e  book  you are  h olding is th e  com ple te d e ffort of 1,000 
pe ople  from  around th e  w orld. Th e  dive rsity of answ e rs w ith in 
re fle ct th e  profound nature  of th e  q ue stion.  Re ad th e  answ e rs 
of a global voice , th e n te ll us: 

W h y Are  You H e re  - Righ t Now ?
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