
 

 

SAS 

Simple and stunning sleight of hand Card Magic. 
 Welcome and thank you for visiting A.C.E – Andy’s Close-up 
Entertainment. I really hope you enjoy your copy of SAS Sleight of hand 
Card Magic and get as much fun out of learning and performing Magic 
as I have had for a number of years. 

This e-book as been something I have wanted to create for a long time, 
along with the new website, www.learncardtricksfree.com , as although 
there is an infinite resource for magic out there, it is not necessarily 
easy to find simple yet amazing Magic for beginners.  

Now I believe you need to spend time on Magic perfecting it to enable 
you to entertain in an amusing light hearted way, I also realise you want 
to just get in there and start learning and performing for your friends 
and family, so you need Simple and Stunning Magic that isn’t going to 
take you weeks to read and understand, let alone learn. This is the 
reason for my beginner’s crash course in Sleight of Hand Magic.         

This e-book contains the most basic of card sleights you need to start 
performing real Simple, stunning, Sleight of hand Card Magic. 

Easy to learn, easy to perform.  
 

 Contents:  

You will learn one sleight of hand technique along with a trick that 
utilises the sleight. Once you feel comfortable with what you have learnt, 

you can then move on to the next sleight of hand technique and trick. 
Continue until you have learnt all the sleights and the tricks and I will 

then show you how to put them all together to perform your own 
Professional Basic Card Routine that will amaze and astound all those 

around you.      

One pack of normal everyday cards is all you need to be able to impress 
your friends and family, anytime, anywhere.  

For a video explanation of this e-book then visit 
www.learncardtricksfree.com  

I will show you how to perform this and more for free, that’s right 
ABSOLUTELY FREE.    

 



 

 

1)  The Over Hand Shuffle 
 
A very simple but very strong sleight in Magic and what is very important about this 
shuffle is that is incredibly natural and no one would suspect you of actually 
controlling the cards. 
Take the pack in your right hand as you would for dealing. 
 
To ensure complete control over the cards ensure your right thumb is at the back of 
the cards, that is the nearest edge to your body. Your right index finger is on top of the 
cards but towards the far end of the cards, your two middle fingers are on the far end 
in the centre and your little finger is resting on the bottom of the cards towards the far 
end of the pack. 
 
You are now ready to take cards with your left hand. You can take either one card at a 
time or you can take groups of cards. To Start with take one card at a time as follows. 
 
Bring your left hand over the deck so that your left thumb is resting on top of the pack 
then peel one card off the top of the pack being held in your right hand. Your left 
index finger should be at the far left edge of the card and your left little finger should 
be at the back of the cards, in the centre, this allows total control over the cards as you 
deal them. Continue peeling one card at a time until this becomes comfortable and 
almost second nature to you.     
 
That’s it, without even knowing it you have now learnt and mastered your first 
sleight. 
You don’t believe me, well try this. 
 
TRICK 
 
Take any pack of cards and turn them face up, spread them out showing them to your 
spectator and comment on the fact they are a perfectly normal deck of cards. As you 
do this take a peak at the top card of the pack, do this very casually, and do not make 
a big effort of this. With practice you will be able to glimpse the card with very little 
effort. 
 
Close the cards and turn them face down into your hands and perform the shuffle 
above, when you have finished the peaked at card will now be on the bottom of the 
deck, repeat this step again and you will have controlled the card to the top of the 
pack and your work is now done. Tell your spectator that you are going to predict the 
top card and remind him he has seen the deck to be normal and that the cards have 
now been shuffled fairly, in front of him. Name the card and turn it over to reveal you 
are a true genius. 
(Of course, depending on how many cards you can remember, you can predict any 
given number of cards from the top) 
An added extra is to get your spectator to shuffle the pack first, when you take the 
pack back from them you  then spread the cards face up in front of them and say, look 
how well you have mixed up the cards, as you take a glimpse of the top card. 
 
This is a very simple sleight but not one to be over looked; I have used this technique 
a number of times. 



 

 

2) The Slip Shuffle 
 
What you are now going to do is follow on from the above trick using a variation to 
the above shuffle. As above, hold the cards in the usual dealing position, again bring 
your left hand over the deck. You are going to take the top card with your left thumb, 
as you did above but this time you are going to apply pressure to the bottom of the 
deck with your left third and fourth finger.  
 
What will happen is as you take the top card with your thumb, applying pressure with 
your left fingers will cause the bottom card of the pack, held in the right hand, to 
remain behind, continue shuffling the pack as before. This can be repeated as many 
times as necessary. Using this shuffle you can retain the bottom card of the pack in 
the same position so you will always know where the desired card is.     
 
TRICK 
 
Having performed the first trick. On its completion you will pick up the cards in your 
right hand, gesture to the audience making some kind of comment about the Magic of 
being able to for see a card. As you do this you are going to roll your right wrist in 
away from you so the back of the cards is facing your audience. During you above 
comments you casually glance at the bottom card. This you will need to practice so it 
becomes a very natural action and undetectable to your audience. 
 
Now you perform the slip shuffle once to throw any suspecting individuals off the 
sent, then complete the OVERHAND SHUFFLE from trick one actually bringing the 
card to the top of the pack, again, predict the top card, turn it over and take your bow.  
 
3) In jog Shuffle 
 
You start by shuffling the cards in the normal manner then you are going to deal one 
card slightly towards your torso, not quite flush with the end of the deck then continue 
shuffling the rest of the cards as normal. As your left little finger is already on the 
inside edge of the deck you have a break between the two decks, what this enables 
you to do is pick up the bottom have of the deck and place back on top. 
 
Practice the above a few times to get used to holding the break with your left little 
finger. This will also help practice in-jogging the odd card so it becomes natural and 
you don’t feel you are doing anything suspicious  shuffle the cards as normal, in-jog 
one card. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
TRICK 
 
Now you are going to be able to perform some quite amazing feats with this sleight. 
 
Start by shuffling the cards, find your would be victim, sorry, spectator and ask him to 
say stop at any time. Once he does have take the card and show it to everyone. Have 
the spectator replace his card on top of the left hand pile.  
 
Very important note  
Now deal 1, 2, 3 or 4 cards on top of this card and then in-jog the next card. This is a 
very subtle thing to do but very important. If you in-jog immediately when you 
complete shuffling and pick up the bottom pack and throw it straight on top this 
doesn’t look quite so natural. Also your audience will be paying very close attention 
to what you do as soon as the chosen card goes straight back onto the deck. By 
shuffling a few more cards on top keeps everything looking very natural.  
 
Now you have shuffled a couple of cards on top of the selection and in-jogged the 
next card, complete the shuffle as before. This time when you pick up the bottom 
pack you will need to shuffle the chosen number of cards onto the deck before 
replacing the rest of the pack. You have now brought the chosen card to the top, the 
rest is just showmanship and presentation. 
 
 
4) Top Change    
 
This is a difficult sleight to perfect but this is used by professional magician’s 
everyday so that should give some idea as the usefulness of it. 
Something I must point out here is that this sleight will only work with some 
misdirection, what I mean by this is that you have to have the attention of your 
audience. There is no magician in the world that can perform the top change if their 
audience are staring at the top of the pack. 
 
The top change is literally as it sounds, you take a card from the top of the pack, then 
without the audience knowing you change it with the next card on the top of the pack, 
this obviously has to be done subtlety. 
 
The basics, hold the pack in your left hand, take the top card off the pack with right 
hand holding the card with your left thumb on top of the card towards the middle but 
on the very edge. Your left index and forefinger underneath the very edge below the 
thumb. Now as you make a joke or gain the audiences attention push the top card of 
the pack over with your left thumb, at the same time you put the card in your right 
hand on top of the card you are pushing over with the your left thumb. Your left 
thumb then goes on top of the card that is in your right hand and pulls it back on to the 
top of the left hand pack, at the same time your left index and forefinger go under the 
card you are pushing over from the left pack then put your right thumb on top of this 
card and move the hands apart. You have now just performed the top change. 



 

 

As explained this is a sleight that has to be practiced over and over and the best way 
to practice it is to actually get caught, this way you will learn how to get control of the 
audience’s attention and know when the timing is right to make the move. 
  
The best way I have found to do this change is to have the hands relatively close 
together to start with, not touching, then almost as if you were shrugging your 
shoulders just bring your hands together and do the move. 
 
Put all these together and you have a basic version one of the most used and amazing 
card tricks ever performed. 
 
5) THE AMBITIOUS CARD TRICK     
 

1) Over hand shuffle, have card selected and shown around. Have card returned 
to the pack and deal 1, 2, 3 or 4 cards on top, in jog and complete the shuffle. 
Pick up the cards at the break, deal the additional number of cards then replace 
the pack bringing the chosen card to the top. Turn over the top card to reveal 
the selected card.  

2) Now do the slip shuffle, this will put the chosen card 2nd from bottom. Perform 
the overhand shuffle which will bring the chosen card 2nd from the top. Say, 
you probably think magicians cheat and that the card is always on top, turn 
over the top card and keep it in your right hand showing it is not their card, 
and then turn the pack over to show the card is not on the bottom, place the 
card in your right hand on the bottom of the pack. Turn the pack face down 
and then click your fingers and turn over the top card, this will be their 
selection. 

3) Now you are going to do the slip shuffle again controlling their card to 2nd 
from the bottom and again then perform the overhand shuffle to bring their 
card to 2nd from the top. You now say and finally I have brought your card to 
the top of the pack and turn over the wrong card. As you do this look up and 
use your acting skills to show you can’t believe it has gone wrong. As soon as 
turn the wrong card over they will look at you because you have got it wrong, 
it is very sad but people love when the magician messes up. Use this as your 
misdirection to top change the card. Say well that card (use the name of the 
card) is no good it was the wrong one and place it onto the table, this actually 
being the right card, their chosen card.  Do this in a matter of fact way, don’t 
over sell this. Now do a couple of shuffles and each time produce any card in 
the guise you are going find their card? Now look very puzzled and ask them 
what there card was, even give them the pack and ask them to find the card. 
When they say it is not in the pack ask them what the card was, when they tell 
you say oh that couldn’t be in the pack, that card is on the table and turn it 
over to thunderous applause.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
If you actually want to see this performed then visit www.learncardtricksfree.com and 
I will show you, FOR FREE, video explanation of all the above and more, FOR 
FREE, that’s right. I will not only show the above on video but also a lot more, FOR 
FREE. 
Remember the secret to great Entertainment and Magic is the performance. Keep it 
light hearted, keep it amusing and keep it, above all, a secret.  
Telling your audience how the magic works will only spoil the bewildering effect you 
have just had on them and prevent you from being able to entertain them again. 

 
I hope you enjoy your e-book and that this gives you an insight into the amazing 
world of Close-up Card Magic.  
 
Don’t forget to check out my website, www.learncardtricksfree.com    
 
Thank you and enjoy the world of Magic. 


