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	Teenager Talks Tommyrot
 

How to be a Hero
 
Everyone has lived through a time in their life when they wished to be like Batman or Spiderman. It is every little kids dream to a hero. Every kid whats to save the world, defeat the bad guy, and become a masked celebrity.
Most of us will give up on this dream. Sneaking out every night is hard work; wearing your under where on the outside isn't fashionable and saving the same damsel in distress gets repetitive. Being a hero isn't as easy, as it seems on the big screen. However with the help of the hero code, those that don't give up may one day make it to hero status.
 
The Hero Code
 
The Golden Rule- No the golden rule is not to abide by all other rules. It is in fact do not kill anyone. Your're a hero, you may work outside the law but not outside of the human moral code. Killing anyone will result in your immediate fall from hero status. Even villains must not be killed, no matter what their crimes. This is the only rule in the code.
 
Fashion- The code advises that all heros have there on distinct style. Be original, don't copy other heros. Your style should also reflect the way you fight your battles. For example if you sneak in the shadows wearing red isn't the best idea, you may as well paint a target sign on your arse, stick it up in the air and shout 'gather round gather round, prizes to be won 10p ago hit the target and win a goldfish'. Practicality is your number on priority, style comes second. Looking good won't help you rescue some cat out of a burning building.
 
It's a Secret- Never tell anyone who you are. Your identity is your most prize possession. Certainly never write an autobiography, even after your're retirement. Where a mask is recommended. And try and live a normal life during the day. Become the hero with the setting of the sun. This doesn't mean become a vampire.
 
SuperPowers-  There are only really three types of superpowers. The first and most common type is emotional stability. This is the ability to remain, calm and think under pressure.These people make excellent firemen and soldiers. The second type of superpower is advance technology. This is rare as it is often expensive to buy or develop your own super tech. The third and final category is superhuman abilities. I fall in to this group with my sykick and telepath abilities. It is extremely rare to find a hero with abilities such as mine and that is why me are the most prized heros of all.
 
Don't Be a Goody Two Shoes- It is important not to be too much of a hero. Often it's best to sit out and let someone else have a go. Don't be a goody goody, there is only one rule remember. Stick to that rule but feel free to break any others on your road to saving the world. If you do break allot of other laws and rules then make sure you do save the world, or start running form the huge angry mob with pitch forks and torches that begin to hunt you down within moments of your're failure.
 
Follow the advice above and with a few trips to the gym you'll be a hero, ready to defeat the bad guy, save the world and win the lady. Oh and don't forget to rescue the old woman's cat from a tree. All in a good days work for a hero.
 

What Took so Long
 
The human race has achieved many incredible things in it's short time on this planet. We really have been here a very short time, if the life of the earth was the length of your arm then with a clip of your nails everything that humans have achieved would be removed.  Despite only existing for a geological blink of an eye, we are now having a greater effect on our planet that any other conscious organism.
Fear not this is to a rant about the melting ice-caps and rising sea levels. It is merely a list of things we should have invented or discovered sooner. Things that were so simple and yet took us an eternity to think off. So lets begin.
 
Gravity- What goes up must come done. Every one knows the story of Newton and his apple. But really what took humans so long to realise that things fall to earth. Apples have been falling out of trees since before humans and yet it wasn't until the 17th century that any one noticed. It took one of the world best scientist to realise that apples fall and he probably wouldn't have noticed if it hadn't hit him on the head, It goes to show that lessons learnt the hard way are lessons well learnt, if it hurts you'll remember it. We Europeans discovered America (and with it; potatoes and tabaco) before gravity, we had also discovered planets that are millions of miles away and learnt that the earth goes round the sun all before we realised that apples fall from trees and that we arean't in a state of constant suspension above the surface of the planet. Of course the apple story may be a myth but Sir Isaac Newton supposedly said that he was inspired by an apple falling from a tree.
 
Suit Cases With Wheels- The wheel has been around for along long time and the suit case has been around for quite along time as well and yet it wasn't until the early 1970s that someone thought to put the two together. A suitcase with wheels is such a simple idea and yet we humans managed to get to the moon first. If anything a suitcase with wheels would have made loading up the rockets easier. The space race being a race meant that technology developed and f1 one speeds. But everything else trundled a long at the same speed a sloth might move at after it had, had bit to much to drink and a two lecture on entropy. Maybe we need the luggage-transportation-race it wold be Bhutan and Namibia battling it out, to become the dominate developer of suitcases. 'By the end of this decade we aim to invent the luggage teleport system'. And you know what, with a little competition they might just manage it. Just remember it's not the taking part that counts it's the winning.
 
The Bicycle- Yet another invention involving the wheel. We had that wheel for a good few thousand years before we figured out what to do with it. The victorian era was when the bicycle came to fame. But for well over 5 thousand years we had used the wheel for everything, from siege engines to carts and never once thought of a bike. We have had the wood for a frame for ever and the leather to make a belt (instead of a chain). Put them all together throw on two wheels and there you have it a working bike. We invented steam power and built the railway network. We industrialised britain, colonised a 1/4 of the earth's surface and then invented the bike. Really what took so long???
 
The Printing Press- For thousands of years, books we written by hand. People (mostly monks) would spend their lives coping written text. There were several problems with hand writing a book; firstly it takes ages, image how long it would take to copy out Harry Potter and the Goblet of fire and you would still have three more books to go; secondly books were expensive and rare; finally the writers often made mistakes covering the book with crossing out and corrections, some mistakes went unnoticed and resulted in changes to the language. A way of printing the books was an obvious solution but no-one thought of it until the 1400s. There is the argument that the language varied so much from town to town that you couldn't make a press with all the characters. However if they had used a printing press in the first, their wouldn't be such variation.
 
Self Checkout-  Until recently supermarkets believed that the average person was to stupid to work a checkout and so they had to employ special train till people to do it for us. Now supermarkets have realised that they can make us work for them completely free, by introducing self checkout. I know that there I people that are currently cowering in fear. But fear not a computer checkout system is not going to lead to all our jobs being stollen by robots and computers. The world isn't going to end like a scene from irobot. Self Checkout's have probably boasted employment for while they are a great invention, they do have a habit of not working. Welcome to the digital age.
 
And there you have it. The list of 5 things that should have been invented sooner. For all the brains we believe we have, we do a pretty good job of missing whats starring us in the face. A wonder what obvious invention will be the next big thing.
 

The Annoying People in Life
 
There are somethings that annoy everyone in life. Often they are small unimportant things. Things that shouldn’t really annoy us but they do. People are often the most annoying things of all. But some groups of people are far more annoying than other below are five of the most annoying types of people
 
1.People that stand on escalators. They are the sort of people that stay at home instead of going on holiday. Not because they can’t afford a holiday but because they find staying at home exciting enough. They stand on escalators because if they were to go any faster it would be too much fun for them. They don’t understand that escalators are there so that you can walk past the losers using the stars with no effort. 
It’s the same thing when you go to an airport and they have those flat escalators. Why would you just stand there when you could travel fast than ever before without even breaking a sweat? Life is a race and those escalators give us an advantage. 
If you are some one that insists of just standing on the escalator then please keep left so that every one else can enjoy the escalators as they were built to be enjoyed. I think they should have lanes on escalators like on motor ways. You would have the loser lane for slow moving traffic and a lane for those that like to live life to the max. 
There are two groups of people in this life those that walk and those that stand. One group shall always get where they are going on time, the other group will always be a little late. No points for guessing which is which. Live life to the extreme, walk on those escalators you have no idea what you are missing. 
 
2.People that think they are better then everyone else because they live in the country. This really annoys me, just because you were born near some trees and fields doesn’t make you better than me. I’m not saying that I hate people that are from the countryside, I just hate the ones that have to remind you all the time of where they are from. It’s even worse when they pity you and think that your life must be se so hard without cow pat on some fields and a cockerel to wake you to early in the summer and to late in the winter. Have these people ever heard of that amazing invention known as an alarm clock?
 
3. People that constantly go one about how great life in the city is. Come one it can’t be that great, it takes 2 hours to drive a distance you could walk in 30 minuets. They sell you train tickets and then put you on a bus, just to make you even later for work than you already are. And then there is number of people. It feels like living in the zoo, your trapped by everyone else and just to complete the zoo look thousands of tourist turn up to watch you.
The city really is just one big safari park. A great place to visit and can be a great place to live. But I don’t want to be told every other minuet how great it is.
 
4.People who’s teeth are just to white. Never trust a person with suspiciously white teeth, that’s what I say. These people can’t be trusted. If someone smiles to much then you know not turn your back. This rule includes the models used to sell tooth past and other teeth products on advertisements. They are not to be trusted.  
 
5.  People that have a better car than you and make sure you know it. You all know the people I mean. They cruise in the fast lane and always give you that look when over taking. They look down on you. Because apparently the better the car the better the person, I’m not sure on that. 
Owning a nice car is still considered a status simple and we humans are obsessed with status. However the latest scientific research also show that monks and ape are also completely obsessed with status. So how is the better person know, the driver of a crap car or the status obsessed ape who happens to have a nice car.
 

The Truth Behind The Fairy-Tale: Red Riding Hood
Everyone knows a fairy-tale or two. If you were to ask a random stranger on the street to tell you the tale of Little Red Riding Hood, they could do it. They would also probably give you that look that, the one that says 'your off the rails mate' while at the same time warning you to leave. If some how you don't know the story asking a stranger on the street probably isn't the best way to find out, you're as likely to get beaten up as you are told the story. The internet is such safer place to catch up on those childhood stories that passed you by.
Most older kids and young adults probably won't have red a fairy-tale for years and so won't have realised the true nature of children stories. Take Little Red Riding Hood as an example, that story is filled with many adult themes some of them sexual. Don't believe me read on, and you shall be proved wrong.
Before I continue, I would like to make it clear that fairy tales are important to little kids, they learn many morals and important lessons through them. Fairy tales also help, with reading and writing skills in young children. The adult themes have no effect of children they pass right over the child's head leaving them with a story to enjoy and set the cogs of  their imagination turning in the heads.
Seeing as I have already used Little Red Riding Hood as an example we mays as well continue with that.
 
Little Red Riding Hood
The Story
Long, long time ago, in a little village at the edge of a forest, there lived a little girl with her mother and her father. This little girl was the sweetest, kindest child there ever was. She was always dressed in a pretty red cloak and hood that her mother had made for her, so that everyone began calling her Little Red Riding Hood.
One day Little Red Riding Hood's mother called her and said, 'Daughter, your grandmother is very ill. Please take her this pot of butter and some custard that I have made.' 'Very well, Mother,' said Little Red Riding Hood, and ran to get her little basket for the custard and the butter. 'Be careful,' said her mother, kissing her. 'Don't stray from the path, don't stop on the way, and don't speak to any strangers.'
Little Red Riding Hood's grandmother lived all by herself in a little cottage on the other side of the forest. Little Red Riding Hood had been through the forest alone many times, and knew her way. So she wasn't frightened at all. She skipped merrily along the forest path, enjoying the bright sunshine, the blue sky and the birds singing in the trees.
But suddenly, whom should she meet but a Wolf. 'Hello, little girl,' said the Wolf in his nicest voice. 'Where are you going this bright spring day?'
 
Little Red Riding Hood was feeling so happy and cheerful that she forgot all that her mother had said to her about not speaking to strangers. She smiled at the Wolf and replied in her politest voice, 'Hello to you as well, Mr. Wolf. I am going to see my Grandma, who lives on the other side of this forest. She isn't feeling very well today, so I am taking her some custard and a pot of butter. Maybe that will cheer her up.'
'Oh dear,' said the Wolf, still in his nicest voice. 'How very sad your Grandma isn't feeling too well! I shall go and visit her as well. I am sure she will feel much better if I do!'
'Oh thank you, Mr. Wolf,' said Red Riding Hood. 'That is so kind and thoughtful of you.'
'Well, let's hurry then, 'said the Wolf. 'You go this way, and I'll go the other way, and let's see who reaches your Grandma first!' So saying the Wolf vanished into the forest. He ran as fast as he could and took all the shortcuts he knew so as to reach Grandma's little cottage before Red Riding Hood.
He arrived at the cottage, huffing and panting, but very pleased that he had beaten Little Red Riding Hood to it.
The Wolf knocked at the door of Grandma's cottage with a gentle tap-tap.
'Who is it?' called Grandma from within.
'It's Little Red Riding Hood, Grandma,' said the Wolf, making his voice sound as much like a little girl's as he could.
'Dear Little Red Riding Hood,' said Grandma. 'I'm too weak to open the door. Lift the latch and come in.'
The Wolf did as Grandma said and walked into the little cottage. There was Grandma, feeling quite weak and ill, lying in bed under a pile of blankets. The Wolf jumped on to the bed, and gobbled up Grandma in a single swallow! He knew that Little Red Riding Hood would be arriving soon, so he wasted no time, but put on Grandma's clothes and the frilly little lace cap that she always wore to bed. He covered himself as much as he could with the blankets, and lay on Grandma's bed, pretending to be Grandma.
Now Little Red Riding Hood was walking as fast as she could through the forest, when all at once she saw a clump of golden daffodils growing under a tree a little way into the forest. 'Oh how beautiful,' said Red Riding Hood to herself. 'I am sure Grandma would love to have some. Maybe I should pick her a bunch!' Little Red Riding Hood forgot all that her mother had said about not stopping or leaving the path. She ran into the forest and began gathering a great big bunch of daffodils for Grandma.
 
By the time Red Riding Hood finished picking the flowers and found her way back to the path again, it was quite late. 'Oh dear,' said Red Riding Hood. 'I completely forgot all about that kind Mr. Wolf racing me to Grandma's cottage! I'm sure he has already been and gone! I do hope he cheered Grandma up, though.' Little Red Riding Hood began walking faster and faster, and very soon she came to her Grandma's little cottage.
'Grandma, open the door!' called Red Riding Hood, knocking on the door. 'It's Little Red Riding Hood!'
Now remember, the Wolf had gobbled up Grandma and was pretending to be Grandma himself. He answered just as Grandma had done.
'Dear Little Red Riding Hood,' said the Wolf. 'I'm too weak to open the door. Lift the latch and come in.'
Little Red Riding Hood did as the Wolf asked and walked into the cottage. She walked up to the bed to give her Grandma a hug.
'Why Grandma, ' said Little Red Riding in surprise. 'You look different today. You must be really ill!'
The Wolf pretended to get a coughing fit just then, to show Red Riding Hood how very ill her Grandma was.
You poor dear!' said Red Riding Hood straightening the blankets and fluffing up the pillows. 'But Grandma, you do look strange! What big ears you have!'
'Only to hear you better with, my dear,' said the Wolf.
'And what big eyes you have Grandma!' continued Red Riding Hood in surprise.
'Only to see you better with, my dear,' said the Wolf.
'What a big nose you have Grandma!' said Red Riding Hood.
'Only to smell you better with, my dear, ' said the Wolf.
'What big teeth you have Grandma!' said Red Riding Hood.
'That's only to EAT YOU BETTER WITH!' said the Wolf. He jumped out from under the blankets and gobbled up Little Red Riding Hood, red cape and all, in a single swallow.
Now the Wolf felt really sleepy after such a large meal. He decided to take a nap in Grandma's warm, comfortable cottage. He made a comfortable place for himself on the bed, and was soon fast asleep, snoring loudly and contentedly.
Just then a woodcutter passed by. He heard the sound of the Wolf's snoring through the open windows of the cottage. The woodcutter knew this Wolf, and did not trust him at all.
So very quietly, so as not to wake the Wolf, the woodcutter opened the cottage door and went in. 'Ah,' thought the woodcutter.'Judging by the size of the Wolf's tummy, he has just had a large meal, and I wonder who he has eaten this time!'
The woodcutter picked up a pair of Grandma's scissors lying on the table, and deftly cut open the sleeping Wolf's tummy. Out climbed Little Red Riding Hood and her grandmother, breathless and squashed and VERY glad to be out of the Wolf's tummy. 'Oh! Thank you for saving us!' said Little Red Riding Hood to the woodcutter. 'It was so dark and smelly inside the Wolf's tummy!'
'Hurry!' said the woodcutter. 'Let's not waste any time. The Wolf could wake up any moment.' The woodcutter and Red Riding hood then gathered up some stones, the biggest they could find, and put them inside the Wolf's tummy. Then Grandma took out her sewing kit, and threading a needle with some strong brown cotton, sewed up the Wolf's tummy neatly and quickly.
In a little while the Wolf woke up. 'Oh dear,' he thought. 'I must be getting old! I can't even eat a little girl and her grandma without feeling as though my tummy was full of stones!' The Wolf gave a great big belch and staggered out of the door. 'I don't think I'll ever eat humans again. They don't agree with me!' And that was the last that anyone ever saw of him.
Little Red Riding Hood gave her Grandma the custard and the pot of butter her mother had sent, and a huge big hug from herself. Grandma was well and strong very soon. As for Little Red Riding Hood herself, she never forgot her mother's advice again!
History- The story has been around for along time. Early versions of the story were told in the 14th century in both Italy and France by peasants, sometimes it was known as ‘the story of grandmother.’ They were never written down and varied much. The antagonist wasn’t always a wolf often he was an ogre or werewolf. 
The story was very gory, in most versions the wolf leaves some of the grandmothers meat for the girl who then unwittingly cannibalizes her grandmother.
It was not uncommon for the wolf to ask the girl to remove her clothes and through them on the fire. This version of the story ends with the wolf eating the girl after she had got into bed with him.
In some versions of the story she does escape but she always escapes by her self she is never helped by an older female or male character.
She was never known to have a red hood.
 
It was first printed in 1697 by Charles Perrult, in a collection of stories that had their origins in folklore. His version of the story is close the version known widely today. He was the first person to introduce the red hood to the story. He also introduced woodcutters. However the wolf managed to sneak past the and eat granny and then lay the trap for the girl. In his version of the story there is no happy ending the wolf is victor and both the girls and granny are eaten.
 
In the 19th century two brothers Jacob Grimm and Wilhelm Grimm (known together as brother Grimm) modified the ending so that the girl and granny were saved by a huntsman who wanted the wolfs pelt. They also wrote a sequel in which the girl and her grandmother trap and kill a wolf, this time anticipating his every move based on their experience with the previous wolf. 
 
It has been written by many people since the Grimm Brothers, but no great changes were made. The story was toned done and much less dark and adult than the earlier stories. And so the dark evil tale of the girl and the wolf became a children’s story.   
 
Morals- Fairy-tales for often filled with morals. That educated us from an early age on what is acceptable and what isn’t. In this story there are some very clear messages such as don’t talk to strangers. There is also a warning to girls, particularly to young girls to be wary of men. Perhaps most obviously of all is the idea that good will triumph over evil and being evil doesn’t pay. The wolf was evil and he ended up with terrible stomach pains.
Trough out the story, there is the medieval view that the towns were safe but the forest were dangerous. The Story could be a warning not to wonder off into the forest. 
Also Red Riding Hood sticks to the path, that represents the safe and correct way through life. However the wolf doesn’t stick to the path he takes as many short cuts as possible and in the end he comes of worse. His short cuts paid off in the short term but in the long term he was worse off.
 
The Truth- This version of the story is probably slightly different to the one you know. With every telling the story evolves and becomes the tellers own story. Such is the way with fairy-tales.
I suspect that having just red the story you have already seen much in that story that you never saw as a child. For a start you most likely never realised just how horrible the story truly is. A girl and her grandma are eaten by a wolf and latter cut out of the stomach while the wolf is a sleep. That seems very gory for a children’s story. Instead of just saying the wood cutter cut open the wolf (which is bloody enough) it explains how the ‘woodcutter picked up a pair of Grandma's scissors lying on the table, and deftly cut open the sleeping Wolf's tummy’. To do something deftly, is to do something quickly and with skill. This suggests that the woodcutter has had much practice and cutting open stomachs. The freeing of the little girl represents rebirth. She was foolish and so ended up trapped and when she is freed she is reborn a new person, with greater understanding and knowledge of the world in which we live. It also fits with the religious view that God forgives all, with the woodcutter representing God giving the foolish girl another chance. 
 
Wolf dressed up as granny is often portrayed as a comical sequence, in modern versions of the story. However the famous lines ‘What big ears you have’ ‘'And what big eyes you have Grandma’, have their origins set in Norse mythology. Specifically the Norse Prymskvioa from the Elder Edda. This poem tells the story of the giant Prymr who steals Thor’s hammer and demanded Freyja as a wife in exchange for the hammer. The Gods cunningly decided to send Thor to the wedding dressed as a woman. Thor and to pretend to be the bride and all was going well until. Prymr commented on Thor’s unladylike features especially his eyes.  This story is undoubtedly the inspiration for this scene.
 
They fill the wolf’s stomach with stones. In ancient Greek mythology, Zeus’ father Cronus. Is fed a stone and thinks he has eaten his son Zeus. Zeus returns grown up and frees his brothers and sister from Cronus’ stomach. Much like the woodcutter frees Red from the wolf’s stomach. 
 
The characters also represent, themes that may at first glance seem out of place in the story. Red Riding Hood, could represent a child going through puberty and becoming a woman. She leaves the her home and mother. This shows her independence but by leaving home she leaves the safety net. This is very much a teenage thing to do. To leave behind the know and do something daring and a bit dangerous. Her being eaten by the wolf is the point where she to daring and so pays for it. Her being cut from the wolf is her rebirth as a woman. She has learnt form her mistakes and come out the other side a better person. In the same way that teenagers will pick themselves up from years of party and living near the line, to become young grown up adults.
The red cloak is also assisted with growing up. The red is representative of blood. It is symbolising the menstrual. It is unusual for the cloak to be red as red has historically be associated with the devil. It could show that the devil rests on every one shoulders even those of a young innocent girl. Another explanation for the cloaks colour is that girls were historical viewed as evil and creatures of the devil. They were viewed this way for two main reasons firstly in the bible it was Eve that bit the apple and so committed the original sin. Secondly men would always blame the woman for any sexual encounters of adultery, it was always the woman’s fault for being to appealing. 
One interpretation of the cloak is that it symbolises the end of summer and it’s beginning. At the start of the story it is the end of the summer. When she is eaten and inside the wolf it is winter, the summer is trapped. And when she escapes the clutches of winter it’s spring. As well as being the seasons the cloak could represent the sun. When it is eaten it disappears and it is night. When she is free, the sun rises again and the day begins. This interpretation also fits with another Nord story. In which a wolf swallows the sun.
The wolf represents a man, who could be a lover, seducer or sexual predator. Either way he threatens her virginity. The act of him eating her could symbolise, him having a sexual encounter with her. And after that encounter the girl becomes a woman. This interpretation fits perfectly with other themes in the story such as Red journey through puberty and her sexual maturity.
 
Still believe that Red Riding Hood is a simple story for a younger audience. I for one am no longer so convinced. It’s strange that such a short little story has so much to hide. But often the older the story the more that his hidden there and the harder it is to uncover. Who knows what the original tells meant when they told the story. We shall never know for sure but what you have just read seems most likely.  
 

Video Game Reviews
 
Many of us likely to do a bit of gamming every now and again. It’s a great chance to kick back, relax and realise are other lazy half. Here are some short reviews of must own games tat won’t currently break the bank. All games were reviewed on the Xbox 360.
 
Virtua Tennis 2009
 
Not the newest, nor the best but still worth your time and a small amount of your money.
 
Tennis games are often over looked. Most people will own a FIFA game, some may own NHL or possibly even Madden. But tennis games often slip under the radar. This may be partly because Tennis games arean't considered to worth the extra development costs. They are made on a Budget and so should be bought on one.
That’s why I bought Virtua tennis 2009 not Virtua Tennis 4 or Grand Slam Tennis 2. It was only £2.50 and so a great value for money buy.
It is a joy to play despite its lack of difficulty. The fast pace speed of the later games really keeps you on your toes as lunge around the court desperately trying to win the point. You can change the shot style by simply pressing a face button other than A or X which is the standard shot. Changing the shot type is not critical to winning the game but it is far more satisfying got score the perfect drop shot.
The game also looks nice but nothing spectacular. There is nice detail on the courts and the replays often make shots look way more spectacular than they were when you did it the first time.
Character animations and models let the game down. You get to create your own character much like in FIFA. However it is almost impossible to create a character that looks even slightly human. Their legs are to skinny, Torsos to muscular and faces just not natural. My player looked like he was in constant shock or had just woken up after a thousand years of sleep and discovered that the world isn't flat.
The animations are even worse. Every time the celebrate they look like puppets being made to wave their arms in joy. There is nothing natural in their movement.
Their are three main game modes. A one off match were anyone can play anyone. The world tour where you create a character and rise through the ranks. And Online play which is also linked into the world tour.
The world tour is full of well varied and wacky mini games. These are easily the best part of Vitrua Tennis the are good fun to play and help your character to develop and grow which makes it easier than it already was.
The game can take many hours to complete and the journey to number one is a long one. If you have go the time and the patients then give it a go but don’t’ expect the FIFA of the tennis world.
 
Minecraft Xbox 360 Edition
 
While it apparently doesn’t live up to the reputation of it’s PC counter part there is still a must play game here.
 
For a number of months prior to the release of minecraft on the xbox, I have been playing Minecraft Classic edition and while it is a good game it really isn't Minecraft, in fact there is no crafting at all and therefore no need to mine. Then again it s free and that makes it good value for money.
Minecraft Xbox 360 edition is not free but it is cheaper than Its PC counterpart. The game feels much like the PC version. The left and right triggers become your mine and place buttons, doing the job of left and right clicks on the PC. Any one who has played minecraft before will feel right at home.
However this minecraft isn't really aimed at those who already own minecraft. Minecraft Xbox 360 edition is really aimed and new users that, haven't played minecraft. This version of the game is much more accessible, there is a tutorial to get you going and hints turn up through out the game. This is all great for newbies, but seasoned players may find it more than a little irritating.
For those that dont know what minecraft is download the trial know and discover for yourself. The game is really all about freedom. The freedom to go where you want, build what you want, and do whatever you want. If you want to build a glass house on a hill, or a cave hinden from view then go do it there is nothing stopping you. Minecraft is a great purely because you make your own adventure.
Sure there are limitations, For a start the Xbox edition is effectively an old PC version and so it isn't updated and by being on the xbox there currently is no access to MODs and user created content.
But how really cares, if you have never played Minecraft, or if you fancy a little split screen gaming. Then you need to by this game ASAP!!!!
 
Castlevania Lords of Shadow
 
A great game but far from the best.
 
I picked up castlevania pre-owned for £8. And that was £8 well spent. Castlevania-Lords of Shadows is not really castlevania at all but that doesn't mean it isn't a great game.
You play as Gabriel Belmont, whose bride to be has been murdered and the world is falling to pieces as evil creatures of various sorts take over the world. The story is good and keeps you interested even if it isn't always presented in the most likeable ways. The loading screen voice over is melodramatic and can be really annoying, but on the whole the voice acting is good and worth listening to.
Gameplay wise catlevania- Lords of Shadow is a big change for the series gone is the side scroll and in is the beautiful 3D world. Gabriel has one main weapon and 4 secondary weapons at his disposal. His main weapon has the standard direct attack and a ranged attack with various unlock able combos. The game is quite hard but not when the going gets to tough you can always change the difficulty.
Boss battles are up there with the best, fighting colossal ice giants, even bigger stone titans and a huge skulled bird of death, defiantly gets your blood pumping. 
The world and presentation is very good. Levels are varied stopping the game from getting repetitive. Graphically it is stunning. Characters look well designed and all have a lot detail.
There are however a few flaws. Firstly and most frustratingly the player doesn't have control of the camera which makes exploration considerably harder. It also often distracts from the amazing environments. Secondly, the slight freeze when executing an enemy, the game is smooth most the time, but there is always a freeze when executing your foes. My final complaint is that often you have to return to earlier levels to unlock certain items and weapons upgrades. While this does encourage replay, I found it boring going back and doing levels, they just lack the excitement of the first time.
Castlevania- Lords of Shadow is a great game but doesn't make the grade compared to other games out there. So if you have a little money to spare and a lot of time. Then castlevania might be worth picking up!!!!
 
Deus Ex: Human Revolution
 
A great RPG, way better than stuff like fallout.
 
I bought this game for £12 expecting a good story and some great gameplay. It didn't disappoint. The story was great and while long cut scenes and long dialog sections may not be for every one they were defiantly for me.
The long cut scenes help to draw you into the futuristic world, and the gameplay will help keep you there. The story is good but it may take a little while for you to really get into it. By the end the story really comes together and I thought that the unusual video shown, once you have made the big decision, was a good way to end, it also made the whole game more emotionally significant. The game does really question the morals science as well as the morals of human nature. 
The cover system works well. Guns feel powerful and are well varied. Being able to upgrade your gun in various ways is an added bonus. Inventory space is limited even after expanding it, this can make ammo fairly scarce because you will never have it when you need it and then when you do find some you won't be able to kick it up. This is not a bad thing, it adds to the challenge of the game.
The world is well designed but the map is an extremely useful addition for navigating around Shanghai isn't the easiest of tasks. The interface is good, menus easy to use and upgrading your abilities is a piece of cake.
You play as Jensen a bionic man. Jensen is a great character and was great to play as. He really made you feel like a proper bad arse, even though you are really a hero.
Deus Ex is worth your time and your money, you should give it a miss if you enjoy action or RPG games. If you want an RPG set in the future, forget Fallout, Deux Ex should be your first and only choice.
 
Nexuiz
 
A great game that only the best can play.
 
Nexuiz is mostly an on line shorter with team death match and capture the flag. Many may feel that the lack of game modes lets the game down but it didn't bother me. The maps are varied this keeps the game interesting but can at the beginning make it hard to memorise the maps. Memorising the maps gives you a huge advantage. This game is allow about speed, to win all you need is super fast reactions and knowledge of the lay out of the maps.
There are a good variety of guns, however some guns feel just to powerful while others extremely useless, often the winning team is the team that got the rocket launcher or one of the other better guns. 
Mutators change the game dramatically and have a huge effect on the result of the match. Some mutators are a little pointless such as mute which mutes the game. Others such as strength or team healing a critical to victory.
Nexuiz is a good game to kill some spare time and although I found it to be the best FPS yet, I know that COD fans will disagree. But even COD can't keep up with the speed of this game!!!
It offers great value for money and is without question a game that all should give ago.
 
Skyrim
 
The best game in a number of areas yet!!!!
Hard to stop playing
 
Skyrim is the fifth and latest game in the Elder Scrolls series and it is by far the best any one who considers themselves a fan of Bethesda should buys this game without even time for the first thought.
I completed the Dark Brotherhood, The College, The Thieves guild and The Companions, as well as the two main story lines in around 60 hours. I have since played another 12 hours spent mostly doing nothing and occasionally doing on of the 13 Daedric quests. However I have yet to reach level 40.
It is easy to sink many hours into this game the characters look good, voice acting for most characters is good and battling a dragon is as cool as it sounds. There is lots to do and enough variety to keep things interesting. 
Replay value is good because you can use different characters but it is hard to start again after all the work that went into your last play through.
Bugs and glitches are an occasional problem. Sometimes the floor around a building will disappear and you will find it possible to walk around under the world. Other times enemies will try to attack through closed doors or walls. These problems have little effect on the game but there is an occasional slow down that makes combat impossible and exploration hard, I only experienced this on a few rare occasions.
A great game that all should play and love!!!
 

Odysseus; A great leader or not??? 
 
The Odyssey tells the story of Odysseus journey home from Troy. It an epic poem and one of the oldest surviving stories. Ancient Greeks thought that the battle of Troy and Odysseus journey home really happened. For them the Odyssey was not a story it was history. Most people today will have heard of the Greek hero Odysseus and imagine him to be a great leader but how good a leader was he really? 
 
Odysseus is the king of Ithica and is returning from troy after a 10 year war. Throughout the war he has shown off his military skills. It is clear that he is both a strong front-line man and a tactical genius, but is he a successful leader, in the war ‘yes’, but the journey home throws up a few questions.
Odysseus leaves troy with 12 ships and  with 40-60 men each on ship. But in the end only he survives, which doesn’t show good leadership. However the odds are always against Odysseus so you can’t judge his leadership by the death of his men, many of who died because of there own actions.
 
Shortly after leaving troy Odysseus and his men sack a city of the Cicone. After plundering and taking want they need Odysseus wants to move on, however his men wish to stay. The plunder is divided equally among the men showing that Odysseus if fair and appreciates what is men do for him ‘we divided equally so that no one, as far as I could help it, should go short of his proper share’. 
Doing as his men want and staying is the first example of bad leadership. Odysseus is unable to command his men. He is king what he says is meant to happen but in this case the men aren’t listening.  Also by not obeying their leader the men are being disrespectful, suggesting that they either don’t fear Odysseus or don’t think he deserves to lead. 
It could be argued that Odysseus cares about his men and is willing to listen to there opinions before acting. However this would mean that Odysseus had been persuaded against what he believed to be right, and a strong leader, would have the command to follow what they believe to be the right course of action. Odysseus wasn’t decisive enough, he wasn’t strong enough to go against the will of his men. 
He also often refers to them as his comrades showing that he thinks of them as a team rather than just people that follow his orders this is another example of Odysseus being fair almost democratic with all men being equal and being able to express there opinions.  
Because of the men’s small mutiny and Odysseus’ inability to lay down the law, several men died (‘six of my strong-greaved comrades from each ship were killed’) when reinforcements arrived to reclaim the city, Odysseus escapes with one of the 12 ships after a long fight on the beach. Odysseus salutes each fallen comrade three times, showing that he cares about their deaths.
 
Odysseus’ leadership is next put to the test when they arrive at the island of the lotus eaters. Several of his men eat the lotus fruit and lose all desire to get home.  Here Odysseus shows that he is a good strong leader. He commands the rest of his men not to eat the fruit and non of them do, showing that Odysseus has got power and control over his men. Odysseus then saves those that do not wish to go home by dragging them aboard and sailing away from the island, ‘I had to use force to bring them back to the hollow ships, and they wept on the way, but once on board I tied them up and dragged them under the benches’. Here Odysseus shows that he has strength to do what is necessary, even though it is against the will of others.
 
After escaping from the island of the lotus eaters Odysseus and his men come across the island of the Cyclops. This time the men are eager to get steal only what is necessary before making a quick escape and Odysseus is the one who wants to stay. Odysseus is the leader and the men know that they were wrong to not to follow Odysseus advice at the island of the Cicones, so they follow orders and they stay.  This time Odysseus is wrong about staying, this questions Odysseus’ cunningness. Odysseus does however become a good leader and uses all his clever cunningness to escape.  Odysseus manages to organize his men and put his cunning plan into action. After drawing lots the remaining men (men that haven’t been eaten) act with Odysseus to blind the Cyclops. Odysseus doesn’t sit back and let the men complete his plan, he leads by example, all his men want to be Odysseus. Odysseus then puts himself at risk for the good of his men. Each man is tied to three sheep but Odysseus isn’t tied on and has only one sheep carrying him. This only makes Odysseus look like a brave leader who is as willing to lay down his life for his men as they are for him. Although by the end of this section Odysseus seems like a heroic leader, a great leader would have never taken the risk of waiting to meet the Cyclops.
 
The bags of winds can make Odysseus both a good leader and a poor one.  It can be argued that by not telling his men about the contents of the bag he wasn’t raising their curiosity keeping it a secret for their own safety but one could also argue by keeping the contents a secret he was betraying their trust, which is not something a good leader should do. Odysseus blames him self for what happened and only a good leader can be critical of them selves. ‘for we came to grief, through our own senseless stupidity’.
 
Odysseus actions when faced with the Laestrygonians are some of the most important to accessing whether or not ‘Odysseus is a good cunning leader or a poor cunning one’. When arriving at the island Odysseus doesn’t take his ship into the harbour, but allows all the other ships to enter, he clearly thought it better to wait outside but why didn’t the command his other ships to wait outside. As leader it is his job to protect the men, and so he shouldn’t have let them stay in the harbour. Odysseus then sends out a couple of scouts rather than letting every one go, this means that only the scouts are at risk not all the men.
When attacked by the Laestrygonians Odysseus cuts the rope and saves his ship, this can be seen as good leadership as he is saving what he has got rather than risking everything. Odysseus did leave all the other men to die which is no easy decision, however Odysseus doesn’t look cold hearted because he does grief the death of his men. In the end Odysseus does seem to be a good strong leader because he was able to make the impossible decision.
 
At Circe’s island Odysseus kills a stag and gives his men hope by going up to each man in turn and offering some words of encouragement, good leader should always be able to raise the moral of his men. Circe turns half his men into pigs, but Odysseus is desperate now he has to risk all to rescue his men because there aren’t enough men to sail the ship, but also because Odysseus is unable cope with more grief. After rescuing his men he returns to the ship and calls the other men to come to Circe’s house for food and rest. However Eurylochus doesn’t trust Odysseus suggestion to return to Circe because of his lucky escape earlier, Odysseus is outraged by this, ‘I considered drawing the long sword from my sturdy side and lopping his head off to roll in the dust, even though he was close kinsman of mine. But my men held me back and calmed me down’. A good leader should lose control of his emotions to the point where is considers killing one of his own men.  Odysseus then shows more poor leadership, by losing track of time and forgetting the final destination of there journey, they spend a year feasting and only leave when his men remind him that they should be leaving. At the end of this book Odysseus shows some good leadership, he tells his men where they are going even though it mean lowering there moral, Odysseus doesn’t want to keep secrets from them not after what happened with the winds.
 
Odysseus is for the most part a cunning, good leader, but not all the time, sometimes he makes the wrong decision or doesn’t enforce his orders. He can also get a little angry. But none of this changes the fact that as far as the odds allow Odysseus kept his men together and alive all the while heading for home. Despite all the grief caused by both good and bad decisions Odysseus went on and on with his men following him every step of the way. Odysseus had the respect of his men and only good leaders ever earn that respect.
 

The Presentation of Mr Hyde: in the Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
 
The strange case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde is a relatively short story that explores the duality of humans. In the story Dr Jekyll creates a potion that turns him into Mr Hyde. Hyde commits several crimes including murder. Jekyll writes a confession and commits suicide to kill Hyde. This is an incredibly brief account of events. The story can be read in an afternoon and  can be downloaded from ebook stores for free. So if you would like to know more about the story then I recommend reading the book.
 
Robert Louis Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as many things but none of them make Hyde seem like a good Victorian citizen. Hyde is nearly always presented as the opposite of Mr Jekyll who is presented as a good honest and well standing Victorian doctor of science.
 
Through out the novel Mr Hyde is present as sub human and primitive.  Even Hyde’s house is more primitive than the other houses on the street, because it is basic ‘the door, which was equipped with neither a bell nor a knocker’, it isn’t as developed as other houses in the same way that Hyde isn’t as developed as other people ‘The man seems hardly human’ (not as human as every-one else but still human). 
Animals are often used to describe Hyde. Hyde both snarls and hisses, he also is often described as ape like, ‘with ape like fury.’ By comparing him with animals and in particular apes Hyde is lowered below the rest of society. Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution was not accepted by many at the time Robert Louis Stevenson was writing the novel. The comparison to animals could be Stevenson showing that we aren’t that different from animals and so could have evolved. He also shows that we all have another more primitive animal half and that society has taught and forced us to contain.
The language used to describe Hyde, often also makes him seem primitive. He speaks ‘with a husky, whispering and somewhat broken voice’ the  adjectives that describe is voice suggest that speech isn’t completely natural and in it’s early stages of development. The descriptions of his movement also make Hyde seem primitive and animalistic. Hyde is ‘stumping along’ in the first chapter, stumping is a more aggressive, less refined way of walk and therefore more primitive.  When Hyde murdered Sir Danvers Carew he ‘clubbed’ him. A club is a primitive weapon associated with cavemen. The action of clubbing is also primitive and unrefined. There is no skill of intelligence required to use a club, showing that Hyde is to primitive to use a more sophisticated weapon.  
Hyde is also described as ‘dwarfish’, which again makes him seem sub-human, and below the rest of society. It also suggest that humans have become stronger than they were. Dr Jekyll is tall and is presented as the opposite of My Hyde.
 
Hyde is also often presented as the personification of evil the opposite of Jekyll who is always presented in a good light. Biblical references are made numerous times through out the novel comparing Hyde and the devil. Hyde hisses like a snake, In the story of Adam and Eve the devil takes the form of a snake, and so Hyde hissing makes him seem as evil as the devil. 
Hyde’s acts of evil are also of religious significance, Hyde’s creation is an act against nature and since the 14th century this was a serious crime. In Dante’s nine circles of hell it falls in the 7th along with suicide, murder and acts of violence, Hyde commits all these crimes and so many religious Victorians would have believed that he was going to spend an eternity the depths of hell. 
Mr Enfield descries the act of Hyde trampling the girl as ‘Hellish’  suggesting at 3events like that only happen in hell and so Hyde himself must be an evil creature of hell.
Mr Enfield also says that Mr Hyde was hiding his fear ‘like Satan’. Hyde is directly compared to Satan, who is meant to be the ultimate evil. 
Biblical references would have had even more of an effect on a Victorian reader as religion and particularly the bible played a greater role in society than it does now.
Hyde is also described as a ‘dammed juggernaut’ A juggernaut being merciless and unstoppable. It is also another religious reference as the juggernaut is a metaphorical reference to the Hindu Ratha Yatra temple car which would crush people under it’s wheels, This Metaphorical reference wasn’t widely used until the Victorian era.
Hyde has an unusual effect on people. Mr Enfield took a ‘loathing’ to Mr Hyde ‘at first site’. Also the woman ‘were as wild as harpies’. Harpies were creatures of ancient Greek mythology, that punished King Phineus by stealing the food out of his hands before he could eat and therefore Phineus never satisfied his hunger. My Hyde has made them into harpies suggesting that he has an evil influence on people.
Harpies are also in Dante’s 7th circle, where there is a forest of harpies that punishes those that have committed suicide.
Jekyll is good while Hyde is evil ‘Even as good shone upon the countenance of the one, evil was written broadly and plainly on the face of the other.’ In his Confession Jekyll describes Hyde as ‘pure evil’.
 
Through out the novel there  is a theme of freedom and the constraints of society. Mr  Hyde is always presented as free, where as Jekyll is held back and confined by society.
The constant comparisons between animals and Mr Hyde are one of the methods used to show Hyde’s freedom as animals are free and not restricted by a society.
During Jekyll’s confession in the final chapter, Jekyll talks about the affect of the drug and says ‘the doors of the prison-house of my disposition; and like the captives of Philippi that which stood ran forth’ this quote shows the freedom that Mr Hyde gave Jekyll.  It is a Reference to Shakespeare’s play ‘the tragedy of Julius Caesar’ where at the end of the play the traitors that plot against Caesar were freed and liberated.  
In Mr Jekyll’s will it is clearly stated that if anything were to happen to Jekyll then Hyde would receive payment but would be ‘free from any burthen or obligation’ this shows that Hyde is free and shall remain free.
There is also this idea that the more society contains you the more you want freedom, Because of Jekylls high place in society he is very restricted and so he desires freedom more and so needs Hyde more than most members of society. 
 
Hyde and Jekyll may be one and the same but the are presented as polar opposites. Jekyll in a good righteous way and Hyde in a dark a evil way. They are always to sides of the say coin. Jekyll tall and strong, Hyde short. Jekyll heavy footed and Hyde light and fast.
From the very first chapter there are hints that they can not both go on. Mr Utterson talks about ‘Cain’s heresy’ and from then one we that one brother, one side of Jekyll will betray the other.
 

Teenager Talks Tommyrot
 
And there you have it, the book that covers everything important to the everyone (well nearly everyone). For those that didn’t enjoy my ramblings on random topics I congratulate for making it through to the end. Then again I can’t have been that boring if you made it this far.
For those that expect a great story or pages filled with genuinely important stuff I feel no pity at all. The clue is in the title ‘Teenager Talks Tommyrot’ you can’t have really been expecting an in depth analysis of the Angolan political system or an explanation of why the Eurozone is falling. For those that wish to read about serious matters I would recommend a different book one without the words Teenager or Tommyrot in the title. 
And finally for those that did enjoy the little that this 10825 words of nonsense has to offer, I advise to checkout the pastamansam youtube channel and stay tuned for more Tommyrot that could appear at any time.
 
That’s it from me. Good Bye.  
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