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ABOUT THIS BOOK AND HEBREWS

Like the book of Hebrews, this book is intended for believers in the
Lord Jesus who would press on to maturity. We can see how all of
Hebrews is built around the exhortation for believers to draw near to
God in the Holy of Holies in heaven. This spiritual place is also called
Mt. Zion, which is the Lord’s holy throne room.

We shall see what Hebrews shows about its rarely taught theme,
so that we shall appreciate some basic preparations for entering into
the Holy of Holies and some life-giving works that should happen
there. All of this can help us take advantage of God's great provision
for us in Jesus to enter intimately into His holy presence, which can
open up whole new dimensions in our walk with Jesus.

The book of Hebrews in the Bible contains abundant revelations
and insights into many major features of our faith — who Jesus is, His
relationship to believers in Him, fulfilling our Sabbath rest, Jesus as our
High Priest, amazing God-confirmed revelations about Old Testament
details, God’s better provisions in Jesus, the meaning and works of
faith, and much more. When we realize the awesome insights that
God provides to support the little-known exhortation to draw near to
Him in Mt. Zion, then we shall realize that we should be doing it.

In order to explain insights and encourage the readers, the author
of Hebrews often digressed to establish important points to support the
unifying exhortation of Hebrews. This makes the outline and flow chart
of the book to look complex at first glance, but readers who realize the
author’s theme can easily see how everything in Hebrews relates to it
without “stretching the text” to try to fit this unifying theme. The truths

opened up in this study can transform your life and others.
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Chapter 1

DRAWING NEAR TO GOD
IN HEAVEN’S HOLY OF HOLIES

The book of Hebrews contains so many remarkable revelations
and insights that it is rarely considered to be a brief exhortation. But
that is the nature of the book: “But | urge you, brethren, bear with this
word of exhortation, for | have written to you briefly” (Heb. 13:22).

Once we realize that all of Hebrews is a brief exhortation, then we

can realize what this exhortation is: for believers in Jesus to draw near

to God in the Holy of Holies in heaven by our great High Priest Jesus.
This exhortation is provided in Heb. 4:14-16 and in Heb. 10:19-25:

Therefore let us draw_near with confidence to the throne of
grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time
of need. (Heb. 4:16)

Let us draw_near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure water. (Heb. 10:22)

| shall use two terms in discussing the meaning of this exhortation.
The book of Hebrews is written to specific First Century believers in
Jesus, which | often call “the Hebrews”. But so many revelations and
insights in Hebrews are timeless and apply to believers in Jesus today,
which | shall call “us”. We are to draw near to God.

Believers normally know that God calls us to draw near to Him
and have done it by His grace in Jesus, but drawing near to Him in the

Holy of Holies in heaven is special. We shall see this as we proceed.
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But many believers do not know anything about the Holy of Holies
on earth or in heaven. For an introduction, the Holy of Holies on earth
was the inner tabernacle of the “Tabernacle of Moses” in Ex. 25-40. A
diagram is on p. 31, but | recommend that the reader wait until then to
examine it in detail. Heb. 8-9 show that this Holy of Holies is a “copy
and shadow” of the Holy of Holies in heaven. For now, realize that this
is spiritual Mt. Zion, the Lord’s holy throne room in heaven, and He
invites His people to come to and participate in this spiritual place. We
shall see more about the ultimate Holy of Holies as we proceed.

Hebrews repeatedly warns us to obey His voice. Drawing near to
God in the Holy of Holies is coming intimately before His face, where
we can hear His voice and realize His great love for each of us. This
will completely change our lives.

| rarely hear or sense anything — | am spiritually insensitive in that
way — yet | have found His love and grace. Other believers often sense

more. But this is not about sensations: it is meeting with God by faith.

Indeed, | expect that most believers have already had a “taste” of
drawing near to God in the Holy of Holies, because He has designed
communion to provide this blessing (we shall see this later). But
because many believers do not know this truth about communion, they
do not exercise faith to receive God’s full provision in Jesus there.

Drawing near to God in the Holy of Holies can impart life-giving
power to us and others like nothing else. But we find much opposition
to drawing near, so that Hebrews provides great encouragements for
us. For example, we are shown God’s “better” provisions in our great
High Priest Jesus for us to come before Him in His pure holiness. But
Hebrews also repeatedly warns us to come with cleansed and purified
hearts instead of trying to establish our own wills in heaven.

Let us see what Hebrews shows about its mighty exhortation to us.



Chapter 2

SEEING HOW ALL OF HEBREWS
RELATES TO ITS THEME

Let us survey the book of Hebrews to see how all of its parts serve

to support its key exhortation: for believers to draw near to God by

entering the Holy of Holies in heaven through the perfect provision in

our wonderful and unique High Priest, Jesus. | shall state how each

Scripture text relates to this exhortation without quoting the Scripture.
Therefore | recommend that you open your Bible to Hebrews. Here |
simply demonstrate the basic picture and not examine other topics.
We examine the contents of Hebrews more fully after this chapter

Keep in mind this theme of Hebrews during our survey. The key
exhortation is given in Heb. 10:19-25, and all of Hebrews up to this
climax leads to it.

Heb. 1:1-3:6 describes the identity of Jesus with a view of His
unique ability to help His people to draw near to God. Jesus is the Son
of God and the great High Priest of God. He became a man like us in
all things except sin in order to identify with us compassionately and
save us effectively. All of this can greatly encourage us.

Heb. 2:1-4, 3:7-4:13, 6:4-8, 10:26-31, and 12:25-29 are five stern
warnings, each of which is located at an appropriate place from the
perspective of the key theme of Hebrews. All of these warnings help
us appreciate the greater responsibility that comes with greater grace

and blessings: we get better equipped to mature and know God by
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coming before Him in His pure holiness through Jesus, so that it is fully
just for God to require us to be more faithful.

Heb. 4:1-10 leads up to an exhortation to be diligent to enter into
God's rest. This specifically includes resting from one's own works.
This rest is essential for doing the exhortation at the end of Heb. 4: to
draw near to God's throne of grace through our great High Priest
Jesus. This exhortation to draw near to God is the first version of the
exhortation in Heb. 10: to enter the Holy of Holies in heaven.

Between these two exhortations, Heb. 5:1-10:21 provides many
insights to help the Hebrews to appreciate God's great provision in
Jesus for entering into the direct presence of God in His pure holiness.
And God has preserved the insights to help believers today to come
before Him in this way, so that we also shall be encouraged to do it.

One set of insights comes from Jesus being a High Priest
according to the order of Melchizedek, which is a better priesthood
than that of Aaron. Therefore God gives us a covenant, promises, and
ministry by our Lord Jesus that are better than the old ones in the Law.

Another basic insight is that many things in the Law serve as “a
copy and shadow of the heavenly things”. This insight is applied to the
Tabernacle with an emphasis on what is within the Holy of Holies, and
also to the functions of blood sacrifices and a death for a covenant.
We are shown that Jesus fulfilled these functions once and for all in
order to launch our New Covenant and to provide for our entrance into
the Holy of Holies in heaven by faith.

Therefore the Hebrews then and believers now can appreciate the
exhortation in Heb. 10 for drawing near to God much better than if the
author had stopped his exhortation in Heb. 4. We know much more
about God's perfect provisions for us to come before Him: we get to

see Jesus as a unique High Priest with so many life-giving provisions
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for us, including both His wonderful one-time sacrifice and His ongoing
intercession for us who draw near to God through Him.

Heb. 10:19-25 shows that drawing near to God in this way takes
us into the Holy of Holies in heaven. We normally find sustained
opposition to entering it, so that we need endurance. Heb. 10:32-36
shows that the Hebrews needed endurance through their problems,
which would also be needed for entering the Holy of Holies. Therefore
the author gave the examples of faith in Heb. 11 to encourage them,
and in Heb. 12:1-17 he mightily exhorted all the Hebrews to continue
their walk with Jesus with confidence. This encouragement and
exhortation served to help the Hebrews then — and can help us now —
to go ahead and use God's great provision for us in Jesus to draw near
to God in the Holy of Holies.

Then Heb. 12:18-24 reveals spiritual Mt. Zion, which is the Holy of
Holies in heaven. Indeed, Heb. 12:22-24 indicates what is within the
veil to the Holy of Holies in heaven of Heb. 10:19-22. The only thing
that separates the exhortation to draw near to God in Heb. 10 and the
description of our destination in Heb. 12:22-24 is the encouragement
and exhortation for the Hebrews to endure by exercising faith. V. 22-24
help us realize what is available there and what we should do there.

Finally, Heb. 13 lists specific characteristics of the personal life on
earth that are fitting for those who would enter and remain in the Holy
of Holies in heaven.

We have considered how major sections of Hebrews relate to its
unifying theme of drawing near to God in the Holy of Holies in heaven.
To see better how the smaller topics in Hebrews fit into its main theme,
let us look at the contents of Hebrews in an outline and a flow chart.

Specifically, Hebrews can be divided into five sections with easily

defined tasks. Sections 1, 2, and 3 contain smaller topics.
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I Heb. 1-4
Bringing believers to draw near to God through Jesus

a) Heb. 1. The unique person and nature of Jesus.

b) Heb. 2:1-4 and 3:7-19. Warnings! First, to pay closer attention to
what we have heard from God, and then to not harden our hearts
and disobey what we might hear when we draw near to Him.

c) Heb. 2:5-3:6. Jesus is incomparably great, but in His grace and
mercy He reaches out to us to have a very close relationship with us
—even as a brother.

d) Heb. 4:1-13. Therefore we rest from our own works and enter the
Sabbath rest of God. This is essential for our entering the Holy of
Holies, where nothing can be hidden.

/] Heb. 4:14-16, 10:19-31, 12:18-29
The unifying theme and heart of the message of Hebrews:
Drawing near to God in the Holy of Holies.

a) Heb. 4:14-16. The first exhortation to draw near to the throne of
God, emphasizing His great provision of our High Priest Jesus for
our weaknesses by His rich grace.

b) Heb. 10:19-25. The second exhortation or the completion of the first
one. This comes after seeing the great provisions in our High Priest
Jesus and getting introduced to our destination of the Holy of Holies
in heaven. At this point believers are better equipped to appreciate
what God has provided for us in Jesus.

c) Heb. 12:18-24. Spiritual Mt. Zion: a description of our destination
when we enter within the veil to Holy of Holies in heaven.

d) Heb. 10:26-31 and 12:25-29. Warnings against willful disobedience
and refusing God and His word when we are in the Holy of Holies.

i Heb. 5:1-10:18
God's "better" provisions in our great High Priest Jesus:
Enabling us to draw near to God in the Holy of Holies.

a) Heb. 5:1-10 & 7:1-17. Jesus, our great and special High Priest
according to the order of Melchizedek. This topic is divided by a
“detour”.
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1) Heb. 5:11-14. DETOUR: The Hebrews are not yet ready to move
straight ahead because of their immaturity.

2) Heb. 6:1-3. An exhortation to press on to maturity.

3) Heb. 6:4-8. A warning to remain faithful, which is needed if we
move into maturity. This is necessary for dwelling in God's pure
holiness.

4) Heb. 6:9-18. A reminder of God's sure faithfulness.

5) Heb. 6:18-20. An encouragement that is applied explicitly to
entering within the veil to the Holy of Holies after our High Priest
Jesus.

b) Heb. 7:18-8:13. Conclusions from the Jesus' priesthood of the
order of Melchizedek: our better High Priest, our better covenant
enacted on better promises, and our better hope — all of which play
vital roles in our drawing near to God in the Holy of Holies in heaven.

c) Heb. 8:4-5 & Heb. 9. The things of the Law and Old Covenant are
copies and shadows that reveal the nature of the realities in heaven.

d) Heb. 10:1-18. Once for all time, Jesus provided the perfect and
complete sacrifice to perfectly sanctify His people.

v Heb. 10:32-12:17
Encouragement and exhortation to persevere by faith:
Needed for drawing near to God in practice.

"4 Heb. 12:28-13:18
A lifestyle appropriate for our calling to draw near to God.

We have seen a seemingly complex array of major spiritual topics
in Hebrews. But these topics form an orderly sequence that serve to
support our drawing near to God in this special way. The flow chart on
the next two pages shows how each section of Hebrews — including its
subtopics — relates to the “brief exhortation”. To learn from this chart,
read the directions at the top of the two pages: follow the arrows, and

notice the meanings of W, the Roman numerals, and the dashed lines.
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Each section of Hebrews is

follow the arrows from the “Begin” on —® marked by a Roman numeral —»

the left to the “End” on the bottom right and enclosed

I: Preparing believers to
draw near to God through
Jesus in the Holy of Holies

IV: The great encouragement and
exhortation to persevere by
faith as we draw near to God

I

| Preparing believers to draw near
| to God through Jesus
I
I

Jesus isthe  Therefore we
Reminding W greatest, but W rest from our

by dashed lines

II: The theme of Hebrews:
Drawing near to God through
Jesus in the Holy of Holies

The theme

I I
I n I
I I
| of Hebrews: |
|

Draw nearto |

God through
| Jesus

Exhortation to
draw near to God

Begin*—» us who — in His mercy ¥ own works — through Jesus—»

by His grace
| Heb. 4:14-16 |
I I

| Exhortation to |

Jesusis He lets us be  and enter God’s
| Heb. 1 His brothers Sabbath rest
| Heb. 2:5-3:6 Heb. 4:1-13
- ____ I I
v

|

|

| Encouragementand <— in the

| exhortation to persevere W Holy of Holies
|

|

by faith as we
draw near to God
Heb. 10:32-12:17

| draw near to God
<_

| Heb. 10:19-25 |

I I

I

Description of |
our destination:

M. Zion or the ™

Holy of Holies W
Heb. 12:18-24 |
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A more detailed discussion of how the subtopics of Hebrews fit
into its key exhortation is given in Chapters 3, 4, and 6. In all chapters
we shall find fresh perspectives of some major spiritual themes that

are opened up by realizing their contexts in Hebrews:

* who Jesus is and His relationship to us;
* Jesus our great High Priest;
* God’s better provisions in His New Covenant;

* the Tabernacle of Moses with its spiritually meaningful items in the
outer tabernacle and the Holy of Holies;

* relating the Holy of Holies in heaven to spiritual Mt. Zion and the
Lord’s holy throne room;

* God providing real life and growth to His people in the Holy of Holies;

* the great encouragements in Hebrews that are needed to overcome
the opposition and distractions to drawing near to God in this way;

* communion with God and with other believers in the Holy of Holies;

* the warnings in Hebrews (whose lack of context has terrified and
confused many new believers for the wrong reasons), and the
balance of truth offered by the Sabbath rest of God;

* what to do in God’s presence in the Holy of Holies, which includes
His invitation for us to seek His face in 2Chron. 7:14; and

* how we should live in light of God’s calling for us to draw near to Him
in the Holy of Holies in heaven.
In our book we shall see the above powerful, fresh perspectives
and insights that come from realizing the key exhortation of Hebrews.
We shall not establish the great themes of Hebrews (contrasting the

Covenants, examples of faith, etc.) that are found in many other books.
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Chapter 3

WHO IS JESUS?
HIS RELATIONSHIP TO BELIEVERS

The author begins Hebrews with a brief description of who Jesus
really is, so that we believers in Him can realize how wonderfully God
has provided for us to come before Him in His pure holiness through
our uniquely great High Priest. To be our High Priest, Jesus must
have the right relationship both to Almighty God and to us believers.
Heb. 1-4 establishes both of these relationships briefly as a foundation
for moving ahead to its key exhortation in Heb. 4:14-16 and 10:19-25:
Jesus has a unique ability to help His people to draw near to God.

This brief foundation fits into the picture of Jesus in the rest of the
Bible, but also adds to the other concise descriptions. Let us look at
this picture of Jesus from especially John 1, Gen. 1, and Phil. 2, so
that we can appreciate how well Heb. 1-4 fits into it and adds to it.

John begins by describing a very special Word. We shall soon

see that this Word is Jesus before He came to earth as a baby that

grew into a man. Consider John 1:1-3: “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. All things came into being by Him, and
apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”
Notice: this Word was with God and was God before anything was
created. Then God worked with this Word to create all creation.

Genesis 1, the beginning of the Bible, shows us more about how God
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created all things. Gen. 1:1 begins with the fact, “In the beginning God

created the heavens and the earth.” The rest of Gen. 1 tells us how
He did it: God spoke creation into existence. V. 3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, and
26 all begin with “And God said”, and then a part of creation
appeared. V. 26a is especially revealing about the nature of God our
Creator: “And God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image...” Here we
see the “complex unity” of God the Creator that John 1 describes.

Let us go back to John 1. This Word became human to fulfill key
purposes. “‘And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and
we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). John 1:17-18 confirms that this
Creator Word was Jesus before He came to earth: “For the law was
given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus
Christ. No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God,
who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.”

This last verse shows one of the key purposes for Jesus to come
to earth as a human. People had been unable to see God in a most
important way: to see what He is really like, His true character and
nature. People normally are aware of God, but no one except Jesus
has been with Him enough to know exactly what He is like. For
example, many view invisible God primarily as a great punisher, and
others view Him, Her, or It as punishing almost nothing. Jesus
revealed God’s true nature in real practice, so that we can see what
He is like and be transformed from glory to glory into His image.

How does Jesus show us exactly what God the Father is like?
Consider John 5:19: “..Truly, truly | say to you, the Son can do
nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing;
for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like

manner.” Jesus did only what the Father did, and did it in the same



Who Jesus Is, and His Relationship to Us 17

way. By looking at Jesus, one can see what the Father did without any
impurities added, and can see how the Father did it. In His life on
earth, Jesus showed the invisible God's exact nature so clearly that
Heb. 1:3 calls Him “the exact representation of His nature” (other
translations of “nature” include substance, being, or person). Therefore
Jesus could tell His disciples: “...He who has seen Me has seen the
Father”...(John 14:9).

Jesus’ exact representation of the invisible God did not include
some features for our benefit, so that we can more fully see God'’s true
nature. Heb. 12:23 and many other Scriptures show that God is the
Almighty Judge, but John 12:47 shows that Jesus did not exercise His
role as the Judge while here physically. This actually helps the world
to see God’s true nature much better, because His feature of being our
Judge overpowers many people. We have an analogy in nature: we
cannot examine the sun by looking directly at it, because it overpowers
our eyes so much that we cannot see anything. Likewise, God’s
almighty power in judgment keeps many from learning His true nature.

These qualities reveal much more about what God is really like:
His unselfish love, faithfulness, patience, kindness, goodness,
gentleness, mercy, compassion, and His being just, righteous, the
Truth, the very best Provider, and the very best Father.

Therefore God came to us in_ a human body. His human body

clearly did not create the whole earth, and Jesus did not condemn
people in judgment. Being careful to not overpower us, Jesus came
with ordinary human strength and manifested (openly revealed) all the
qualities of God that we need to see and appreciate. Jesus did teach
the truth about God as the Almighty Judge (Luke 12:5, John 5:18-30,
etc.) and about His other qualities that were not manifested in Jesus’

human body (being everywhere, knowing everything, etc.). Because
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of our limitations, not manifesting an overpowering feature of God’s

nature actually helps us to see His true nature more fully.

Look at what God has done in coming to mankind as Jesus. The
eternal Word, Creator of everything, let go of His almighty strength to
become a helpless baby, a tiny part of His own creation (Phil. 2:5-11).
Why did He make this sacrifice? Because He loves us, and we need
Him so much. Our own deceitful hearts and the deceiving devil and
demons have left everyone confused about the true nature of God, so
that we would not recognize Him unless He helped us.

And so God the Word became flesh, a human just like us except
that He did not sin or do evil. Jesus lived a perfect life on earth (Heb.
4:15-16), doing only what God His Father was doing through Him. In
this way Jesus perfectly revealed what invisible God is really like.

By coming to mankind in this way, Jesus fulfilled three other key
purposes of God for us. Living a perfect life on earth, Jesus provided a
perfect example for us to follow (1Peter 2:21) and became qualified to
be the perfect sacrifice to justly redeem us from our sins (Heb. 2:9-18,
4:15-16, 5:8-9). By His perfect life, suffering, death, resurrection, and
return to the Father, Jesus also destroyed the works of the devil
(1John 3:8). From the beginning of mankind (Gen. 3), the devil’s real
work has been to separate man from God in order to destroy us even
further, whereas Jesus did the exact opposite and justly reconciled us

to God — giving us a righteous peace with God (2Cor. 5:17-21).

All of these purposes for Jesus’ coming fit into God’s central loving
purpose for mankind: to transform each of us from glory to glory into
the image of Christ Jesus (2Cor. 3:18), so that we can share in His
divine nature (2Peter 1:4, Rom. 8:28-30).
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Romans 3 shows that no person except Jesus begins with God’s
nature — all of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom.
3:23). Therefore our fully just and righteous God needed to find a way
to justly save people with our fallen nature. God did this by Jesus’
great sacrifice with His blood on the cross. This came after He lived a
perfect life on earth, so that we can see exactly what God is like if He
were to live in a human body like we do. Jesus’ perfect example for us
also shows us how God calls for us to live: to the extent that we are

living like Jesus, we are sharing in God’s nature and manifesting it to

other people — true glory! This helps others to truly turn to God and be
saved by Jesus’ sacrifice, which further destroys the works of the devil
against mankind and God'’s love.

Indeed, the devil realizes God’s loving purpose for mankind, so
that he works as hard as he can against it and us, striving diligently to
corrupt or destroy people. But Almighty God places just and merciful
limits on what the devil and his army of demons can do, so that God
can fully save us in Christ for eternity. Indeed, God’s loving purpose
for us begins on earth, but most of it is beyond our brief life on earth.
And our life of love in hard conditions on earth serves to prepare us to
live well with God and other loving people for eternity.

Knowing the basic purposes for Jesus’ coming to earth helps us to
appreciate what God was doing by coming to us in this special way.
By becoming fully like us, Jesus is able to show us how God wants us
to live — not merely give us commandments that do not reach our
hearts. Indeed, notice that obeying a good, hard command requires
diligent self-control but not a thorough transformation — not a change in
our real nature. God calls for us to be transformed into His divine
nature, into the image of Christ Jesus. And He has provisions in Jesus

for this purpose that cannot be obtained in any other way.
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In this basic picture of who Jesus was and is, | used references in
Hebrews to support important points, because Hebrews said the point
more clearly than any other Scripture. But now we are in a good
position to look at key verses in Heb. 1-4 in their context of providing a
brief foundation for our drawing near to God through Jesus. We can
see how the author selected only features about Jesus that are most
relevant for our appreciating who He really is and His unique ability to
help us come before our holy God in this special way.

Heb. 1 emphasizes how much greater Jesus is than any angel, so
that His speaking to us is a far greater blessing and responsibility than
God'’s voice through the prophets to the fathers:

God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many
portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in
His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom
also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and
the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by
the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having
become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a
more excellent name than they. (Heb. 1:1-4)

For to which of the angels did He ever say, “You are My Son, today
| have begotten You”? And again, “I will be a Father to Him, and He
shall be a Son to Me”? And when He again brings the firstborn into
the world, He says, “And let all the angels of God worship Him.”
(v. 5-6)

“The radiance of His glory” in v. 3 is a clear word-picture of Jesus
coming from God the Father with His exact nature, even as we saw in
John. The references to “begetting Jesus” in v. 5 and Jesus as the
firstborn in v. 6 should not be misinterpreted as the creation of the man
Jesus like the rest of us humans. We have seen His eternal existence
as the Word in John 1, and in Heb. 1:2 the author had just said that the

world (or ages) was made through Him. And “the firstborn” is a title of
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His pre-eminence over creation, not an indication that He began to

exist at some time.

The rest of Heb. 1 and Heb. 2:5-9 continues with the contrast of
Jesus the Son with the angels. Heb. 2:1-4 is the first of five warnings
in Hebrews (Chapter 9). Their theme is that our greater opportunity to
come to God through Jesus (as Hebrews shows) brings a greater
responsibility to respect and obey Him, and this first one warns against
drifting away from what we have already heard from Him. The author is
carefully laying a foundation to make the key exhortation of Hebrews.

This foundation is extended in Heb. 2:10-3:6, where our awesome

God made Himself to be fully like us in order to save us. Consider:

For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all
from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them
brethren. (Heb. 2:11)

Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself
likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might
render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the
devil, and might free those who through fear of death were subject
to slavery all their lives. For assuredly He does not give help to
angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham.
Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so
that He might become a faithful high priest in things pertaining to
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For since He
Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to
come to the aid of those who are tempted. (Heb. 2:14-18)

To become our High Priest, God the Word had to partake of flesh
and blood and become like us in all things except sin. Later we shall
see that this is essential for our coming to God in His holiness. Here

we shall see more about Jesus as our uniquely great High Priest:

Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider
Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession; He was
faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His
house. For He has been counted worthy of more glory than
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Moses, by just so much as the builder of the house has more honor
than the house. For every house is built by someone, but the
builder of all things is God. Now Moses was faithful in all His house
as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be
spoken later; but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house —
whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast
of our hope firm until the end. (Heb. 3:1-6)

Jesus the Son of God, our Apostle and High Priest, is able to
provide us a closer intimacy with God our Father than Moses could.
But this also requires us to not harden our hearts when we hear God’s
voice to us, even as v. 7-8 warn:

Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you hear His voice,
do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, as in the
day of trial in the wilderness....As | swore in My wrath, ‘They shall
not enter My rest.” (Heb. 3:7-8, 11)

The remainder of Heb. 3 continues with this warning against
disobeying God’s voice by unbelief from a hardened heart. This
warning continues in Heb. 4:1-13 as the author explains about the
Sabbath rest of God for us — in which we rest from our own works —

and about God’s word being able to judge all intentions and thoughts.

And all of this is setting up the key exhortation of Hebrews in v. 14-16:

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. For we do not have a high priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been
tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let
us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

This throne of grace is in the Lord’s holy throne room, the Holy of
Holies in heaven. But the Hebrew believers then and most believers
today did not realize enough Biblical truth to act on this exhortation.
Therefore the author supplied helpful revelation from this point until the

same basic exhortation in Heb. 10. We shall start discussing this now.
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Chapter 4

JESUS OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST
WITH BETTER PROVISIONS

The author had called Jesus our High Priest three times in Heb. 1-
4, but did not get into the tremendous content that this means for us.
After he had given his key exhortation at the end of Heb. 4, he goes
back to fill in some holes in the Hebrews’ foundation. He begins with

showing some essential features of a high priest:

For every high priest taken from among men is appointed on
behalf of men in things pertaining to God, in order to offer both
gifts and sacrifices for sins; he can deal gently with the ignorant
and misguided, since he himself is beset with weakness; and
because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for the
people, so also for himself. (Heb. 5:1-3)

V. 5-10 show that God appointed Christ as a high priest without
the weakness — according to the order of Melchizedek. The author
wanted to say more about him immediately, but v. 11-14 explain that
the Hebrew believers needed extra teaching: they were so immature
from being dull of hearing. The author would resume his revelation
about Melchizedek in Heb. 7:1 after he discussed pressing on to
maturity in Heb. 6. The flow chart on p. 13 shows how this “detour” fits
into the main discussion, and even within this detour the author shows
explicitly that he is preparing the Hebrews to come before holy God.

Heb. 6 consists of: (1) an exhortation for believers to press on to

maturity beyond our foundation in Christ; (2) a strong warning that a
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greater intimacy with God as we mature justly requires us to be faithful
more diligently; (3) a strong encouragement that our completely just
and faithful God will not forget our faithful work and love and ministry;
and (4) a strong encouragement for us to take hold of the hope set
before us in order to follow our High Priest Jesus through the veil into

the Holy of Holies in heaven. Each point in Heb. 6 is stated as follows:

Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us
press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance
from dead works and of faith toward God, of instruction about
washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead
and eternal judgment. (v. 1-2)

For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have
tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the
Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers
of the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to
renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to
themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame. (v. 4-6)

But, beloved, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and
things that accompany salvation, though we are speaking in this
way. For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love
which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and
in still ministering to the saints. And we desire that each one of you
show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope
until the end, so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those
who through faith and patience inherit the promises. (v. 9-12)

In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of
the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed
with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things in which it is
impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have
strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.
This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure
and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, where Jesus
has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest
forever according to the order of Melchizedek. (v. 17-20)

This is the veil to the Holy of Holies in heaven. The author has

jumped ahead to the heart of his vision for the Hebrew believers and



Jesus Our Great High Priest with Better Provisions 25

mentioned this feature that he would systematically introduce to us
later. But now he is ready to return to his revelation about Melchizedek

in order to show us more about Jesus’ priesthood:

For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God,
who met Abraham as he was returning from the slaughter of the
kings and blessed him, to whom also Abraham apportioned a
tenth part of all the spoils, was first of all, by the translation of his
name, king of righteousness, and then also king of Salem, which
is king of peace. Without father, without mother, without genealogy,
having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like
the Son of God, he remains a priest perpetually. (Heb. 7:1-3).

V. 4-10 show how Abraham’s tithes and Melchizedek’s blessing in
v. 1-2 reveal that Melchizedek was “greater” than Abraham and Levi.
Then v. 11-17 show that Jesus’ priesthood according to the order of

Melchizedek is different and greater than the Levitical priesthood:

Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for on the
basis of it the people received the Law), what further need was
there for another priest to arise according to the order of
Melchizedek, and not be designated according to the order of
Aaron? For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there is a
change of law also. (v. 11-12)

And this is clearer still, if another priest arises according to the
likeness of Melchizedek, who has become such not on the basis of
a law of physical requirement, but according to the power of an
indestructible life. For it is attested of Him, “You are a priest
forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” (v. 15-17)

The author is now ready to point out and explain advantages of

having Jesus as our high priest. These are all a part of encouraging
us to draw near to God in the Holy of Holies in heaven:

For, on the one hand, there is the setting aside of a former
commandment because of its weakness and uselessness (for the
Law made nothing pefect), and on the other hand there is a
bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.
(Heb. 7:18-19)
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So much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a
better covenant. (Heb. 7:22)

The former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers
because they were prevented by death from continuing, but Jesus,
on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His
priesthood permanently. Therefore He is able to save forever
those who draw near to God through Him, since He always
lives to make intercession for them. (v. 23-25)

For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent,
undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens;
who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up
sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people,
because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.
For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the
word of the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made
perfect forever. (v. 26-28)

Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a
high priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne
of the Majesty in the heavens, a minister in the sanctuary and in
the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man. (Heb. 8:1-2)

The main point of Heb. 5-7 is that we have a great high priest who
greatly provides for believers to draw near to God through Him (v. 1-2).
Indeed, Jesus provides the substance of the Law’s provisions, which

were only a shadow and copy of the heavenly things. Consider v. 3-6:

For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices;
So it is necessary that this high priest also have something to offer.
Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there
are those who offer the gifts according to the Law; who serve as
a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses was
warned by God when He was about to erect the tabernacle; for,
“See,” He says, ‘“that you make all things according to the pattern
which was shown you on the mountain.” But now He has obtained a
more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of
a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.

The more excellent ministry, better covenant, and better promises

make the Law’s provisions obsolete. Heb. 8:8-12 quotes Jer. 31 about
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a new covenant in which all of the Lord’s people will know Him — a
characteristic produced by drawing near to Him in the Holy of Holies.

This leads into describing the outer tabernacle and the Holy of Holies

(the_holy place) in the Tabernacle of Moses on earth (Heb. 9:1-5), and

v. 6-12 apply this “copy and shadow” to the true tabernacle in heaven:

Now when these things have been so prepared, the priests are
continually entering the outer tabernacle performing the divine
worship, but into the second, only the high priest enters once a
year, not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for
the sins of the people committed in ignorance. (Heb. 9:6-7)

The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the way into the holy place has
not yet been disclosed while the outer tabernacle is still standing,
which is a symbol for the present time. Accordingly both gifts and
sacrifices are offered which cannot make the worshiper perfect
in conscience, since they relate only to food and drink and various
washings, regulations for the body imposed until a time of
reformation. But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the
good things to come, He entered through the greater and more
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this
creation; and not through the blood of goats and calves, but
through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all,
having obtained eternal redemption. (v. 8-12)

Remember from Heb. 6:20 (p. 24) that our High Priest Jesus
entered within the veil to the Holy of Holies as a forerunner for us, so
that this is directly leading to the key exhortation for us to enter into the
Holy of Holies in heaven in Heb. 10:19-25. But the author still has a
few issues to explain before then. Heb. 9:13-14 shows the greater

cleansing power of the blood of Christ:

For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer
sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of
the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God,
cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God? (Heb. 9:13-14)
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Then v. 15-22 show the need for death and shed blood for the

inauguration of the New Covenant. V. 23-28 provide the powerful

spiritual conclusion for this discussion:

Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things in the
heavens to be cleansed with these, but the heavenly things
themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ did not
enter a_ holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one,
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for
us; nor was it that He would offer Himself often, as the high priest
enters the holy place year by year with blood that is not his own.
Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the
foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the
ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself. And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and
after this comes judgment, so Christ also, having been offered
once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for
salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.

Heb. 10:1-18 shows that all other sacrifices are totally inadequate
for cleansing and sanctifying God’s people for coming into His holy

presence, but Jesus’ one sacrifice is totally effective. Consider:

By this will [God’s will] we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. (Heb. 10:10)

For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are
sanctified. (Heb. 10:14)

Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer
any offering for sin. (Heb 10:18)

We are now prepared to act on the key exhortation of Hebrews:

Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy
place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He
inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, and since
we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near
with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith.... (Heb. 10:19-22a)

We discuss this exhortation and the rest of Hebrews in Chapter 6.

First let us learn about our destination, the Holy of Holies in Heb. 9.
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Chapter 5

DRAWING NEAR TO GOD
IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES

We have seen that all of Hebrews up to Heb. 10 is exhorting
believers to draw near to God in the Holy of Holies in heaven through
our great High Priest Jesus. What is this Holy of Holies? On earth it is
the most remote place in the Tabernacle of Moses, where the Lord met
with Moses personally. This is a shadow and copy of the reality in
heaven. Let us look at our destination and how we should get there.

In Heb. 9:1-5 the author listed the items in the outer tabernacle
and the Holy of Holies of the Tabernacle of Moses, but then said, “but
of these things we cannot now speak in detail.” He was moving toward
his key exhortation, and when we discussed them on p. 27, we moved
on for the same reason. But by Biblical symbolism, the items in the
Tabernacle of Moses provide many insights into the nature of God,
man, Christ, and our relationship. We shall not discuss many fruitful
topics of interpretation, but it is most relevant for us to discuss the

insights about how we are to come to God and how He comes to meet

with us for deep, constructive personal fellowship. After this we shall

consider the items in the Holy of Holies, so that we can recognize
other Scriptures that are clearly referring to the Holy of Holies.

A diagram of the Tabernacle of Moses is provided on p. 31. The
first item a person comes to after he comes through the gate of the

Tabernacle to meet with God is an altar. This altar was the place of
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sacrifice and represents Jesus’ sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins that
enables believers to begin our deep relationship with our holy God.
The laver for the washing with the water can represent the daily and
moment-to-moment cleansing and sanctification (a setting apart for
God) that are needed for approaching God in His holiness.

The author did not even mention these items in the outer court.
This is consistent with Heb. 6:1-3 (p. 24): he would not lay again the
foundation that includes repentance, faith, and washings in order for us
to press on maturity. This maturity includes an intimacy with God in
His pure holiness, as represented by the Holy of Holies.

The author did mention the items in the outer tabernacle, which is

the place where priests called by God were to meet with Him in their

ministry of service to Him. The author says that this place “is called

holy” (Heb. 9:2, literal). This place is contrasted to the Holy of Holies

in v. 3 and “the holy place” in the rest of Heb. 9-10. Priests could not

go there in Moses’ Tabernacle on earth, and the high priest needed a

blood sacrifice to enter there once a year (on the Day of Atonement).
Christians are priests to our God (Rev. 1:6, 5:10), and so the outer

tabernacle shows us how we meet with God: it is only through Jesus.

The items in the outer tabernacle bring out special features of the Man
Jesus as the only Mediator between God and mankind (1Tim. 2:5).
The golden lampstand represents Jesus’ role as ‘the Light of the
world” (John 8:12, 9:5). And referring to the eternal Word that would
become Jesus Christ (p. 15-16), John 1:9-10 speaks of the true Light:

There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens
every man. He was in the world, and the world was made
through Him, and the world did not know Him.

As we saw in Chapter 3, Jesus shows us exactly what the invisible

God is truly like, so that we can have meaningful fellowship with Him.
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The other item that Hebrews says is in the outer tabernacle is the
table with the sacred bread. Jesus is the Bread of Life (John 6:35, 48,
51), and it is through Him that we draw near to God. Notice how Jesus

provides life by being the way to meet with God in John 6 and 14:

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me
will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.” (6:35)

Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the One who is from
God; He has seen the Father. Truly, truly, | say to you, he who
believes has eternal life. | am the bread of life. (6:46-48)

“This is the bread that comes down out of heaven, so that one may
eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down out of
heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the
bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.”
(6:50-51)

Jesus said to him [Thomas], “/ am the way and the truth, and the
life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” (14:6)

In the description of the Tabernacle of Moses in Exodus, the

golden altar of incense is also in the outer tabernacle, where it was

accessible to priests every day (Ex. 30:6-8). Incense and altars were

used for worship and prayer many places in the Bible, but Rev. 8:3

shows the golden altar in the Lord’s holy throne room in heaven:

Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer;
and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the
prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the
throne. (Rev. 8:3)

Hebrews also places the golden altar within the Holy of Holies:

Behind the second veil there was a tabernacle which is called the
Holy of Holies, having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the
covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden
jar holding the manna, and Aaron’s rod which budded, and the
tables of the covenant; and above it were the cherubim of glory
overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we cannot
now speak in detail. (Heb. 9:3-5)
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There is a way for this different placement of the golden altar to be
not only consistent, but very instructive for us priests who would meet
with God in the Holy of Holies. In our desire to be with Him intimately,
we come before Him with true worship in Jesus Christ. We begin our
worship of God outside the veil to the Holy of Holies, and then we find

ourselves worshipping Him within the Holy of Holies.

We have been seeing how each item in the outer tabernacle
relates to Christ’s ministry to us priests as we would come to meet with
God according to Hebrews. The altar can remind us that Jesus is
praying for us who would draw near through Him, and that our praise

and worship through Him is offered up to God:

Therefore He is able to save forever those who draw near to God
through Him, since He always lives to_make intercession for
them. (Heb. 7:25)

Through Him, then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise
to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. (Heb.
13:15)

And so with worship we may enter the Holy of Holies through

Jesus. What do we find there? Consider what our Lord told Moses:

You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you
will put the testimony which | shall give to you. There I will meet
with you,; and from above the mercy seat, from between the two
cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, | will speak
to you about all that | will give you in commandment for the sons of
Israel. (Ex. 25:21-22)

The Lord met with Moses at the mercy seat that is over the ark of

the covenant and under the cherubim — the mighty angels who dwell in
the immediate presence of God and directly under His throne. And He
spoke to Moses from between the cherubim: God came off His throne
to meet and speak with him. As this tabernacle is a “copy and shadow”

of the reality in heaven, this is our meeting place with God as well.
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At the mercy seat we see the pure holiness of God. He created all
things, but He also exists apart from His creation — He is holy! He is
specifically not a part of the sin and sinfulness in our fallen world. We
should not try to meet His holiness if we are refusing to repent of a sin:
that attitude simply is idolatry and is incompatible with meeting directly
with Him in His pure holiness. As Hebrews warns us five times, we
must not come before God in the Holy of Holies insisting on holding
onto a sin or refusing to hear His voice because of a hardened heart.

But at the mercy seat we also see the life-giving grace of God that

He freely provides us in Christ Jesus. Our great High Priest Jesus
sprinkles the blood of His sacrificed body on the mercy seat over the
Law that we have broken, so that God can justly relate to us with our
righteousness in Christ Jesus instead of our own inadequate works —
with His life-giving grace, love, and edification instead providing us with
a just punishment for all of our sins and sinfulness.

In Ex. 25:21 (p. 33) the Lord told Moses to put the testimony that
He would give Moses into the ark, and Heb. 9:4 (p. 32) identifies this
testimony inside the ark: the golden jar of manna, Aaron’s rod that
budded, and the tables of the Old Covenant — the stone tablets with

the 10 Commandments of the Law. The Law is a righteous testimony

against us (Gal. 3:10-11, Col. 2:13-14, etc.). But as we saw in the
previous paragraph, Jesus is there to sprinkle His shed blood so that
we can live and not be condemned.

We have seen that Jesus is the Bread of Life that enables us
priests to meet with Father God. Now let us see that Jesus fulfills the
golden jar of manna, the Bread of Life for meeting with Father God in
the Holy of Holies. God has designed coming before Him in the Holy
of Holies to be a life-giving experience, in which He imparts life and

other vital gifts to those who come. Consider John 6:51-58:
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I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone
eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which |
will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” Then the Jews
began to argue with one another, saying, “How can this man give
us His flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly | say to
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His
blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who eats My flesh and
drinks My blood has eternal life, and | will raise him up on the last
day. For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. He who
eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him.
As the living Father sent Me, and | live because of the Father, so he
who eats Me, he also will live because of Me. This is the bread
which came down out of heaven; not as the fathers ate and died;
he who eats this bread will live forever.” (John 6:51-58)

How do we get into the Holy of Holies for God’s gift of life to us?
Jesus’ broken body of flesh is the way through the veil to the Holy of
Holies, and His shed blood for washing our hearts clean gives us

confidence to enter within the veil:

Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy
place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He
inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, and since
we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near
with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed
with pure water. (Heb. 10:19-22)

Notice that Jesus provides us with His body of flesh to eat and His
blood to drink in communion. Now coming into the Holy of Holies is
not a formula or ritual done by rote, but when we have prepared our
hearts, this is a life-giving meeting with our life-giving God. We shall
consider communion further in Chapters 7-8.

Aaron’s rod that budded confirms this conclusion that God wants
coming before Him in the Holy of Holies to be a life-giving experience
for us. As God produced life and ripe fruit (almonds) out of Aaron’s rod

that had no life in itself, God is ready to produce fruitful life in us when
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we come before Him with no life apart from Him. And there is more.
The relevant history of Aaron’s rod is given in Num. 17. Briefly, Israel
was grumbling in rebellion against Moses and Aaron. God told Moses
to get a rod from each tribe’s leader, with Aaron providing the rod for

the tribe of Levi. Now consider Num. 17:4-5a and v. 8-10:

You shall then deposit them [the 12 rods] in the tent of meeting in
front of the testimony, where | meet with you. It will come about
that the rod of the man whom I choose will sprout.

Now on the next day Moses went into the tent of the testimony; and
behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi had sprouted and put
forth buds and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe almonds.
Moses then brought out all the rods from the presence of the Lord
to all the sons of Israel; and they looked, and each man took his
rod. But the Lord said to Moses, “Put back the rod of Aaron before
the testimony to be kept as a sign against the rebels, that you may
put an end to their grumblings against Me, so that they will not die.”

As the stone tablets were a testimony against those who broke the
Law, Aaron’s rod was a testimony against grumbling rebels. The
golden jar of manna — Jesus, the Bread of Life — sprinkles the mercy
seat with His precious blood so that we do not die. For our part, we
need to stop grumbling in our hearts. Spiritually it is deadly, and God
wants us to live, not die.

The Tabernacle reveals how our holy God has greatly provided for
meeting with His people through Jesus Christ, so that we can receive
the abundant life that He makes available for us there. We have only
been considering the features especially related to how we come to
meet with God and how He comes to meet with us for constructive,
deep, personal fellowship. We can certainly see why the author of
Hebrews included his description of the Tabernacle, but also see that
he did cut his description short in order to move toward completing his

exhortation for us to draw near to God in the Holy of Holies.
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Chapter 6

SPIRITUAL MT. ZION IS
THE HOLY OF HOLIES

The author has much more to say about our destination when we
draw near to God in the Holy of Holies. But the Hebrew believers —
and we also — have a need that must be met in order for us to get
there as consistently as we should. We need to persevere with God
and His ways for us, and persevere when we run into opposition as we
seek to draw near to God through our great High Priest Jesus.
Therefore the author provided the Hebrew believers — and us also —
with great encouragements and powerful exhortations, so that we will
indeed get to where we should be. Let us see all of this in Hebrews.

We begin with the key exhortation of Hebrews:

Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy
place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He
inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, and since
we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near
with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed
with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us
consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,
not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of
some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see
the day drawing near. (Heb. 10:19-25)

It is no accident that this exhortation to draw near to God includes

an exhortation to not forsake our own assembling together. Up to now
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we have been seeing God'’s great provision for each individual believer
to come before Him in the Holy of Holies. But as we shall begin to see
in this chapter, God also wants us to come before Him corporately and
in peace with others. We shall see more about meeting corporately
especially as we consider communion in Chapter 8.

This whole exhortation in Heb. 10:19-25 flows into the fourth great
warning in Hebrews (v. 26-31). Each warning relates to this exhortation
to draw near to God in the Holy of Holies, and this specific warning is
against sinning willfully after knowing the truth. The warnings about
the Holy of Holies are considered together in Chapter 9.

Here we need to move with the author through his epistle. In Heb.

10:25 he exhorted the Hebrew believers to encourage one another.

This is a good exhortation for most believers most of the time (you may
consider 1Thes. 5:14 to see two other situations), but encouragement
is especially needed for drawing near to God in the Holy of Holies in

heaven. Encouragement helps us to persevere and endure (both are

translations of the same Greek word, hupomeno).

Why do we need to persevere when we seek to draw this near to
our almighty, loving Father? Because we also have very real spiritual
opposition. If we do get there, then we become very dangerous to our
enemy. Up to now we have not yet considered what we are to do and
what He does there beyond mentioning that He imparts life to us as we
draw intimately near to God. We shall see more in Chapters 7-10 and
the Appendix. But for now realize that Satan’s army has no control if
we get into heaven’s Holy of Holies, so that they work hard to keep us
out, and we often will need to persevere to get there.

The Hebrew believers also had human opposition, even as we
may also have from time to time, and in their situation they needed to

be encouraged. Therefore the author provided encouragement and
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exhortations to help them persevere with God and His ways for them,
so that they would receive His great rewards. Let us see this explicitly
in Hebrews.

But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened,
you endured a great conflict of sufferings, partly by being made a
public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by
becoming sharers with those who were so treated. For you showed
sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of your
property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession
and a lasting one. (Heb. 10:32-34)

The author was encouraging the Hebrew believers by reminding
them that they had already made a great start in walking with God.

But they also needed to persevere in their walk by faith:

Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great
reward. For you have need for endurance, so that when you
have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.
“For yet in a very little while, He who is coming will come, and will
not delay. But my righteous one will live by faith; and if he shrinks
back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” But we are not of those who
shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the
preserving of the soul. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen. (Heb. 10:35-11:1)

The author then provides a marvelous encouragement by many
examples of people who exercised faith, so that they did not shrink
back, but continued with God for their reward. These examples could
help them realize that the opposition they experienced did not indicate

His displeasure toward them, but was an opportunity to persevere by

faith with His calling of them. The conclusion to this encouragement is

in Heb. 12:1, which begins a series of exhortations for these believers
to persevere (endure) in their battle against entangling sin:

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses
surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and
the sin_which so easily entangles us, and let us run_with
endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on
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Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who has
endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will
not grow weary and lose heart. (Heb. 12:1-3)

Notice that the author exhorts us to lay aside entangling sins and
encumbrances, which helps us to run with endurance. This is the
nature of most snares that our enemy uses to tempt us away from
entering the Holy of Holies. But our Father is working to produce His

holiness in us, so that we can indeed enter and receive what is good:

It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as sons; for
what son is there whom his father does not discipline? But if you
are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you
are illegitimate children and not sons. Furthermore, we had earthly
fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much
rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? For they
disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He
disciplines us for our good, that we may share in His holiness.
All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful;
yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the
peaceable fruit of righteousness. (Heb 12:7-11).

The author has been encouraging and exhorting us believers so

that we will persevere with God and in our efforts to come before Him

in His pure holiness. But now the author calls us to strengthen others

for this great purpose. Using terms appropriate for the Body of Christ,

the author urges us to care for other members in the Body and pursue

our sanctification that is needed for seeing the Lord:

Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that
are feeble, and make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb
which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.
Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which
no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one comes short of
the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes
trouble, and by it many be defiled; that there be no immoral or
godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single
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meal. For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for
repentance, through he sought for it with tears. (Heb. 12:12-17).

With this encouragement and exhortation completed, the author
returns to show more about our destination in seeking the Lord in the
Holy of Holies. The author does this by a list of spiritually meaningful

names and terms in v. 22-24:

For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a
blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind, and to the
blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such
that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken to
them. For they could not bear the command, “If even a beast
touches the mountain, it will be stoned.” And so terrible was the
sight, that Moses said, “I am full of fear and trembling.” But you
have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, to the general
assembly and church of the first-born who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of
righteous men made perfect, and to Jesus, the Mediator of a
New Covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better
than the blood of Abel. (Heb. 12:18-24)

Before we consider the terms describing this majestic place, let us
see how close this description is to the exhortation for us to draw near
to God in the Holy of Holies in Heb. 10:19-25. After giving a warning
fitting for entering the Holy of Holies, the author realizes that the
Hebrew believers were not fully prepared to act on his exhortation:
they were “in need of endurance” (Heb. 10:36). Therefore he strongly
encourages them by expressing confidence in them, by reminding
them of God's faithfulness to reward those who remain faithful by faith,
and by giving many inspirational examples of how others kept their
faith in God through tough trials. Then the author exhorts them to
endure: to lay aside entangling sin and encumbrances, to consider

Jesus the Author and Perfecter of faith, to endure God's Fatherly
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discipline for them, and to strengthen others among them who are
weak, feeble, or otherwise coming up short.

After completing the encouragements and exhortations to endure,
the author immediately returns to describe what is within the veil to the
Holy of Holies in heaven in Heb. 12:22-24. This time, however, he
calls this place “Mt. Zion” to contrast it with the Mt. Sinai of the Law.

He describes what is within the veil to the Holy of Holies by a list of

terms — Mt. Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, etc. — each one offering a
meaningful picture for the Hebrew believers. Here | shall simply state
a spiritual meaning of each term, and we shall consider the first two
terms much further in the Appendix.

Mt. Zion is the Lord's holy throne room where He dwells and

reigns as King in His holiness. From there He sends forth His law and

mercies and judgments to individuals and nations. “The city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem” adds the picture that God’s
people come and dwell before Him at this place of real life. The
myriads of angels add to the awesome majesty of our destination.

In contrast to an assembly of leaders, the “general assembly” was
open to all citizens in Greece. The term “general assembly” adds the
picture that all believers are to come here, and not just the exalted
members or leaders of the Body of Christ. The “church” also refers to
all believers, whom God calls out of the world for His great purposes.
The “first-born” refers to the exalted position in Christ Jesus that He
provides for believers in Him by His grace. Eph. 2:4-6 and its context
state this last point very clearly (Chapter 11).

How much can be said about our multi-featured God? Therefore

when the author of Hebrews mentions only one feature about God,

that feature is being emphasized. When v. 23 says, “to God, the

Judge of all”, we can realize that this brings out a key feature of this
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spiritual Mt. Zion. The Hebrew judges did more than rule over a court

case: they were deliverers and rulers of Israel. This is one of many

indications that “Mt. Zion” is the Lord's holy throne room.

The “spirits of righteous men made perfect” probably brings to
mind the spirits of saints who have physically died and gone to be with
Jesus. They are at our destination and add to its awesomeness, but a
more relevant meaning of this term for its context in Hebrews is that
the “spirits of righteous men made perfect” refers to us, that is, all
believers who draw near to God in the Holy of Holies even while living

on earth. This term also confirms the perfect sanctification which God

provides for us in Jesus, so that we may draw near to Him in His
unshielded holiness, and still continue to live on earth.

Jesus is our Lord and High Priest and Mediator of our covenant.
We discussed this in Heb. 5-10 (Chapter 4). The sprinkled blood in
this Mt. Zion is the sprinkled blood that our great High Priest took into

the Holy of Holies once for all, so that we who are in Him can be

sanctified and enter within the veil with Him. Remember from Heb.
6:19-20 that Jesus entered within the veil as a forerunner for us, and
from Heb. 7:25 that He intercedes for and saves us who draw near to
God through Him. His precious blood “speaks better than the blood
of Abel”, who also was innocent. All of this again shows how Jesus
enables His believers to enter and abide in this place of awesomely

majestic holiness and power, and yet continue to live on earth.

Notice how the features of both the Holy of Holies and this Mt.
Zion of Heb. 12 combine to provide a picture of how God has provided
for us to be at our tremendous destination of drawing near to God.

We must treat this opportunity to come before God in this special

way with gratitude and awe and reverence. Indeed, Heb. 12:25-29 —
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which is a part of this description of spiritual Mt. Zion and the Holy of

Holies — is the last warning of abusing this opportunity to come before
God in His holy throne room. This specific warning is about refusing to
receive what God says to us so authoritatively.

If we would enter into the Holy of Holies to be with our holy God,
then we must let Him reign in our personal lives. Heb. 12:28-13:19
briefly indicates specific features of how we should be living. This will
be considered further in Chapter 11, the final chapter in this book.

Heb. 13:20-21 is a benediction for God to fully equip the Hebrews
to do His will in everything. This is especially appropriate because of
God's righteous standards in His pure holiness, as the warnings testify.

Heb.13:22 calls this epistle a brief exhortation. From what we

have seen so far, we should now be able to appreciate both words.
The book of Hebrews is indeed an exhortation — specifically, an
exhortation to draw near to God by entering within the veil to the Holy
of Holies in heaven by our great High Priest Jesus. And Hebrews is
truly brief: we see that the author often cut off describing revelations in
order to keep from getting distracted too far from his basic theme in
this epistle, which is this key exhortation.

Finally, the author concludes this epistle with three verses of

“personal comments”.

In Chapters 3, 4, and 6 we have surveyed Hebrews in order to see
how everything fits into supporting this key exhortation to the Hebrew
believers, and indirectly to us. We have seen that the Holy of Holies in
heaven is the “spiritual Mt. Zion” of Heb. 12:22-24. In the Appendix we
see further evidence in Scripture that “both places” refer to the Lord’s
holy throne room. Here let us see more about the life that God imparts

to His people there.
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Chapter 7

GOD PROVIDING LIFE
IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES

We have seen that all of Hebrews is built around God’s call for us
to draw near to Him in the Holy of Holies in heaven or spiritual Mt.
Zion. Then what should we do there? We shall discuss several key
answers, and the basic answer for everything is simply that we are to
be with God. One result of being with Him so intimately is that we get

to know Him personally — see and appreciate what He is really like and

His ways for us, because He calls us to be transformed from glory to

glory into His image. This is an essential part of receiving real life that
God provides for His people there. Indeed, we have no real life apart
from Him, but He imparts eternal life to us that begins immediately in
our lives on earth.

God shows this in many ways. Aaron’s rod that budded was put
in the Holy of Holies as a testimony for us, which includes this picture:
God produced life and ripe fruit (almonds) out of Aaron’s rod that was
dead and without any ability to ever produce life (p. 35-36). On p. 34-
35, we see Jesus as the Bread of Life, so that he who eats His flesh
and drinks His blood has eternal life. This is related to the life that God

provides for us in communion. Let us consider this further.

‘I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone
eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which |
will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” Then the Jews
began to argue with one another, saying, “How can this man give
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us His flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly | say to
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His
blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who eats My flesh and
drinks My blood has eternal life, and | will raise him up on the last
day. For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. He who
eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him.”
(John 6:51-56)

He who eats Jesus' flesh and drinks His blood has eternal life and
abides in Him. Without this eating and drinking of Him, we have no life
in ourselves. Therefore the eating and drinking of Jesus makes all the
difference between eternal life and death: if anyone has not eaten and
drunk Jesus, then he has no life in himself; if he eats and drinks Jesus,
then he has eternal life and abides in Christ Jesus, and Jesus in him.

No matter what is involved in eating and drinking Jesus, it must be

a life-giving impartation that vitally affects everything in our lives.

In v. 51 Jesus says that the bread which He shall give for the life
of the world is His flesh; if anyone eats of this living bread, he shall live
forever. Jesus gave His flesh for the life of the world in His crucifixion;
but not everyone has eternal life, and so we know that not everyone

eats Jesus' flesh that He had given then. What does it mean to eat

and drink Jesus? How does He give us His flesh now so that we can

eat it? And how do we eat His flesh and drink His blood with the result

of having eternal life and an abiding fellowship with Jesus that includes
a transformed life?
1Cor. 11:23-25 and Matt. 26:26-28 show one way for us:

For I received from the Lord that which | also delivered to you, that
the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread;
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” In the same
way He took the cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the
new _covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.” (1Cor. 11:23-25)
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While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a
blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take,
eat; this is My body.” And when He had taken a cup and given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; for this
is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for
forgiveness of sins.” (Matt. 26:26-28)

Jesus broke some bread, gave it to His disciples, and said: “Take,
eat; this is My body.” Likewise, He took a cup and said: “Drink...this is
My blood...” God provides believers in Jesus a Scriptural way to eat
His flesh and to drink His blood: take communion by faith in God and in
what He provides in communion. Of course, God may also provide this
fellowship without bread or a cup to believers who seek Him. And God
does not provide His life by an empty ritual with a hardened heart.
Moreover, these Scriptures are not about bread becoming holy, but are
about our opportunity to eat and drink Jesus for our life in Him.

What does “eating and drinking Jesus” do to take anyone from
death to life? As soon as Jesus was crucified, the veil to the Holy of
Holies on earth was torn in two by an act of God (“from top to bottom”)
to show what had just happened to the veil to the Holy of Holies in

heaven. Heb. 10:20 shows that the flesh of Jesus is the way through

the veil into the Holy of Holies, and Heb. 10:19 says that we have

confidence to enter therein by His blood. We enter through the veil by

eating and drinking Jesus’ flesh and blood. Therefore we can see that

God has designed communion to be a tangible act of faith for entering

into the Holy of Holies in_heaven by the flesh and blood of our High

Priest and Lord, Jesus, in order to draw near to God in His grace.
There we can receive His impartation by grace of what we need

for an abiding fellowship with Him, for corresponding changes in our

lives, and for a heart attitude of being one with one another —because

we can “see the Father” and “know Him” better and better. This is the



48 Drawing Near to God in the Holy of Holies

destination of successfully “seeking God's face”. This also is a perfect
place for receiving what we need to be effective in spiritual warfare and
for corporate intercession.

The Bible has a most powerful illustration of how God provides life
and growth for His believers in communion: the disciples at the Lord's
Supper. The Lord’s Supper was a Passover meal and is the model for
our communion. In order to appreciate this powerful example of how
God works through communion to produce life-giving growth with its
great effects in our lives on earth, consider a key feature of Passover.

Passover is the Old Testament “copy and shadow” of communion
(Heb. 8:5), so that Passover in the Law illustrates the substance and
the truths that are fulfilled in communion. Ex. 12:2 calls Passover ‘the
beginning of months” for Israel. Each year is a group of months that
forms a complete cycle. Each year provides an opportunity for growth
— to make something better for the subsequent years or cycles. In the

same way, communion is “the beginning of a cycle of growth” for

believers in our Lord Jesus.

Let us consider the model in Scripture of how this cycle of growth
in communion gets worked out in practice. In the Lord's Supper — the
First Communion — Peter and the other disciples show us how we can
be completely cleansed by Jesus for intimate fellowship with our Holy
Father, and yet be very immature and greatly needing to grow.

The intimacy of the First Communion began in John 13 and
continued until Jesus was betrayed at the beginning of John 18. Great
revelations abounded in their communion. In John 14:7 Jesus told His

disciples that “from_now on you know Him [the Father], and have

seen Him”. Moreover, notice all the new revelations, commands, and

promises in John 14-17 that were given only during this communion.

This is some of the impartation that God was giving to them then.
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But there is much more. In John 13:8-10 our Lord Jesus declared
that Peter and the other disciples were “completely clean” as He was
washing their feet. (The “dirty feet” can represent the dirt that we
believers tend to pick up as we walk with the Lord Jesus in our daily
lives). The disciples were completely clean for coming before our holy
God, but this does not mean that the disciples were fully mature.
Indeed, we shall see clearly their need for growth to maturity, and each
disciple still had the following great imperfection in him.

Up to this time, each disciple was extremely confident in his own

strength and was frequently getting into disputes that centered around

the personal ambitions of each of them. This attitude about oneself

and these personal ambitions would certainly have ruined the Church

when Jesus was not personally there. Peter and each of the other ten

disciples would discover that he could not trust in his own loyalty and

commitment to Jesus. This immature confidence in the flesh would be

replaced by each disciple's humble trust in Jesus’ ability to keep him.
Mark 14:27-31 shows how God accomplished this:

And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, because it is written,
‘I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’
But after | have been raised, | will go before you to Galilee.” But
Peter said to Him, “Even though all may fall away, yet | will not.”
And Jesus said to him, “Truly | say to you, that you yourself this
very night, before the cock crows twice, shall three times deny Me.”
But Peter kept saying insistently, “Even if | have to die with You, |
will not deny You!” And they all were saying the same thing, too.

Peter is the best known and most vocal of the disciples in making
his honest vow, but all made it and all soon broke it. Notice the great
confidence of each disciple in his own strength when he insisted that
he would not fall away and deny Jesus: the Lord Jesus quoted a

Scripture showing that the disciples would all be scattered when their
Shepherd was struck, and the Lord applied this Scripture explicitly to
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them. This was authority! But every disciple was so sure of himself

that each insisted that the Lord Jesus was wrong in applying this

Scripture to him.

Each disciple could not realize that he had such a great weakness
until he saw it explicitly. But he did see it, and seeing it broke him.

When the disciples got scattered and Peter denied Jesus with an
oath, the love of God was working to accomplish what each disciple
needed in order to be equipped to be effective leaders in the Church.
God had planned His good work long before then: He was exposing
their problem so that He could thoroughly purge it from them. Even
while the problem was unexposed, it had prevented the disciples from
fully appreciating that they were following Jesus not because of their
own strength or merit, but because God was calling, choosing and

keeping them to Himself by His love, faithfulness, kindness, grace, and

mercy. In short, this unexposed problem had prevented all of the
disciples from “seeing and knowing God just as He is”.

Moreover, this confidence of each disciple in himself was keeping
him from realizing the sovereign authority and wisdom of God's word
within his own personal life. This self-confidence also allowed them to
contend ambitiously with the other disciples. We can easily imagine
how such “self-confidence” would have paralyzed both the church and
the personal growth of each disciple.

Consider the change in Peter after his breaking (John 21:15-17).
When Jesus reached out to restore Peter, he no longer claimed that
his love for Jesus was the high quality “agape”, but did speak the truth
of his “reciprocal love” (“phileo”) for Jesus. Peter finally knew where
his strength was. The other ten disciples were also brought back to
the Lord Jesus to begin new cycles of further growth — which normally

were far less severe than this breaking experience. God had provided
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for their great personal need to grow in their communion by the rest of
the cycle of growth: their life soon after that great intimacy.

In Acts Peter was a broken man who was still bold in the power of
the Holy Spirit. One can see that he was not relying upon himself and
his own strength, and God provided fantastic successes. Peter's two
epistles show that he continued to mature beautifully in his years with
the Lord as a permanently broken man, and that he was speaking from
his rich experience with the authority that our Lord gave him.

In the Bible the disciples never argued again about who is the
greatest. Instead, in Acts they were consistently living out Phil. 2:1-5:
each disciple humbly regarded one another as more important than
himself. All were of the same mind, intent on one purpose, maintaining
love, and united in spirit. Each had become a servant much more like
Christ Jesus. And all of this was missing before and during the First
Communion. Permanent improvements had been accomplished, and
after God’s restoration they were ready to begin a new cycle of growth.

God was in the process of healing their serious imperfection (or
immaturity) by means of this tribulation; and these disciples were fully
restored to God in a greater likeness to Christ Jesus. They had been
immature and needed to grow in Him. At the beginning of this cycle of
growth, the disciples were able to see and know the Father up to the
limits of their perception. After walking through the good works that
God had prepared beforehand for them, they would be able to see and
know Him better than was previously possible.

The sequence the disciples experienced in the “First Communion”

is a model for us. They were completely cleansed by Jesus to come

into the intimate presence of their holy Father, where they would see
and know Him and get new revelations. Equipped by His impartation,

they would walk in the good works that God had prepared beforehand
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for them to walk in (Eph. 2:10) to the extent that they were able. In this

case their dismal failure brought about the changes that they needed
so much at their stage of development. Then Jesus restored His
disciples — called them to be with Him again and cleansed them with
His words for new communion. They were equipped for a new cycle of
growth with a better foundation for this new growth.

In the First Communion God produced His good work through the
terrible failure by the disciples. In many other cases His good work is
produced by victories, successes, and failures through challenging life
experiences by God’s grace and power in His disciples. In every case
we can realize that this eating and drinking of Jesus in true communion
impacts our whole lives. “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood
abides in Me, and I in him” (John 6:56). This is not an empty ritual.

We have seen that God imparts life to us by eating and drinking
the flesh and blood of Jesus. As Heb. 10:19-22 shows, this is a way to
draw near to Him in the Holy of Holies in heaven. With such awesome
power for life and goodness available here, we should realize that the
enemy of mankind desperately opposes our drawing near to God like
this. Often it is a real battle to do this in practice, so that the author of
Hebrews repeatedly provides encouragements to persevere with God
by faith as much as is needed. In Chapter 8 we shall see many
indications of this life-or-death battle in Hebrews. And as we examine
the key exhortation of Hebrews in Heb. 10:19-25, we shall also see
many little indications that God wants His people to draw near to Him

corporately in addition to doing this privately.
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Chapter 8

THE BATTLE, ENCOURAGEMENT,
AND CORPORATE COMMUNION

In Chapter 7 we saw that drawing near to our loving Father in the
Holy of Holies is a powerful life-giving and life-changing action. That is
why we find intense opposition when we seek to do it. This is surely a

reason why the author of Hebrews provided encouragement whenever

he exhorted us to draw near to God.

In the exhortation to draw near to the throne of grace (Heb. 4:14-
16, p. 22), he reminds us about our great High Priest who sympathizes
with our weaknesses. When he mentions about entering within the veil
(Heb. 6:18-20, p. 24), he speaks about Jesus entering as a forerunner
for us and the hope in God that will enter with us. Later he speaks of
our better hope through which we draw near to God (Heb. 7:19, p. 25)
and of Jesus' intercession and ability to save to the uttermost us who
draw near to God through Him (Heb. 7:25, p. 26). We shall discuss
the encouragements in the climactic exhortation to draw near to God
(Heb. 10) on p. 54-55.

This consistent encouragement is evidence of the battle that is a
part of drawing near to God in the Holy of Holies, so that we need to
persevere with seeking Him through all kinds of distractions that show
up. Hebrews provides further evidence of this battle. The whole book
is built on this exhortation to draw near to God in this special way.

Therefore the author also gives longer encouragements to help us
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persevere as needed for this goal. We saw this repeatedly as we went
through Hebrews in Chapters 3, 4, and 6. Here | shall point out a few
encouragements to add to those that were already identified as an
encouragement in these chapters (you may refer to the chapters as
needed for our brief discussion here about encouragements).

Heb. 2:14-18 (p. 21) is a powerful encouragement for drawing
near to God: mighty Jesus took on mankind’s flesh and blood in order
to set us free from slavery to the devil through the fear of death, and in
order to be a faithful High Priest who can help us in our temptations.

In the great encouragement of Heb. 10:32-12:17, we are reminded
that God rewards those who seek Him (Heb. 11:6), that both great
people and ordinary people did great things by their faith in God (Heb.
11), and that future blessings will arise out of the problems which come
with growing in God and in His ways for us (Heb. 12:10-11).

We are ready to examine the key exhortation of Hebrews more

thoroughly than we have before now:

Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy
place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He
inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, and since we
have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a
sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure
water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for He who promised is faithful, and let us consider how
to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking
our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day
drawing near. (Heb. 10:19-25)

Notice the encouragements included with this exhortation to draw
near to God in the Holy of Holies. The author had established God’s

wonderful provisions in our great High Priest Jesus and His perfect

sanctification of us. Therefore in v. 19-22 he was able to provide quick,
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simple reminders of his whole encouraging discussion in Heb. 1-10,
and also to show how the broken body and blood of Jesus enables us
to go through the veil into the Holy of Holies.

This exhortation flows immediately into two more exhortations that
are actually a part of drawing near to God. The first one is to hold fast

the confession of our hope without wavering. Our need to hold fast

without wavering is further evidence of the battle involved in drawing
near to God in the Holy of Holies. This exhortation to hold fast is

repeated throughout Hebrews:

but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house — whose house we
are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope
firm until the end. (Heb. 3:6)

For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the
beginning of our assurance firm until the end. (Heb. 3:14)

And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as
to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you will
not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and
patience inherit the promises. (Heb. 6:11-12)

This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure
and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, where Jesus
has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest
forever according to the order of Melchizedek. (Heb. 6:19-20)

Therefore He is able to save forever those who draw near to God
through Him, since He always lives to_make intercession for
them. (Heb. 7:25)

Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great
reward. For you have need for endurance, so that when you
have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised....
But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of
those who have faith to the preserving of the soul. Now faith is
the assurance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen. (Heb. 10:35-36, 10:39-11:1)
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Yes, we do have intense opposition to entering this place of life,
and mankind will naturally fail to enter without diligently holding fast to
God’s wonderful provisions and hope in Jesus. My attempts to draw
near to God in His holiness are often not immediately rewarding. God
ultimately makes it rewarding, but we usually cannot see His reward
before it comes, and so we need to walk by faith before, during, and
after entering into His holy presence. Therefore, to enter into the Holy
of Holies in practice, we need to hold fast to the confession of our hope
and to our faith and assurance and confidence in God. We can hold
fast to all of this without wavering because He is faithful and has
perfectly provided for us in Jesus.

Not only did the author diligently encourage us believers to hold

fast, he also exhorted us to encourage one another in a part of his

climactic exhortation for us to draw near to God. Indeed, the author

repeatedly calls us to encourage one another:

and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and
good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is
the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more
as you see the day drawing near. (Heb. 10:24-25)

Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil,
unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. But
encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called
“Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness
of sin. (Heb. 3:12-13)

Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His
rest, any one of you may seem to have come short of it. (Heb. 4:1)

Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that
are feeble, and make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb
which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.
Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which
no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one comes short of
the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes
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trouble, and by it many be defiled; that there be no immoral or
godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single
meal. (Heb. 12:12-16).

In Heb. 12:12-13 the author is not inserting a little comment about
physical healing, which is never an issue in Hebrews. Of course, God
may physically heal in His holy presence. Here the author used the
imagery of believers as limbs in the Body of Christ to say that we do
not seek to put a weak or injured brother/sister out of fellowship, but
instead seek for his/her healing and restoration. This is a part of
teaching us to watch out for the good of others in v. 12-17 (p. 40-42).

The instruction to encourage one another in Heb. 10 is part of the
exhortation to “consider how to stimulate one another to love and good
deeds”. Therefore we should all ask God and consider how. Here |
shall pass along an insight that one brother taught me. An effective
way to start a fight or stir up unhealthy emotions and actions in anyone
is to irritate him repeatedly and with clearly hateful intentions. An
effective way for me to do the opposite — to stimulate other people to
love and good deeds — is for me to start loving and doing good deeds.

We have been seeing that the author is repeatedly calling us to be
mindful of the condition of our brethren, so that we may all enter the
Holy of Holies and receive the life that God has for us there. And so it
is fitting that the clearest exhortation to make sure that believers
assemble together is given in the context of drawing near to God in the

Holy of Holies. Coming to God in this way is a corporate experience

as well as a private one.

Indeed, many of the terms used in Heb. 12:22-24 to describe Mt.
Zion indicate a corporate experience of many believers (p. 42-43).
Briefly, a “city” has a connotation of its people, so that “city of the living

God, the heavenly Jerusalem” gives a picture that God’s people come
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and dwell before Him at this special place. In Greece the “general
assembly” was open to all citizens, not to leaders only. “General
assembly” gives a picture that Mt. Zion is open to all believers, not just
to leaders in the Body of Christ. “Church” gives the same picture in a
different way, because God calls all believers out of the world and to
Himself. Finally, the “spirits of righteous men made perfect” includes
all of us believers who draw near to God in the Holy of Holies even
while living on earth.

All of these terms can help us see why the author's exhortation for
believers to draw near to God in Heb. 10 flows immediately into the
exhortation for us to assemble together on earth: what we do on earth
would be a visible expression of what is going on in the Holy of Holies
in heaven, so that we can be more aware of the truth about this event.
This can help us to appreciate our need to “pursue peace with all men”
in Heb. 12:14 and to repair our relationships with others in Mt. 5:23-24:
our spirits will come together before God in His unshielded holiness,
and this is a terrible place for a fight or an injustice to come out.

The practice of communion ever since the Lord’s Supper confirms
this close connection in Hebrews between drawing near to God and
assembling together on earth. Communion is especially a corporate
experience. Eating and drinking Jesus can be a time for great intimacy
with God, but on many other occasions this is to be a time with God’s
whole household. In Chapter 10 we shall see a very special function
that we are to carry out corporately in the Holy of Holies in heaven: to
govern the earth according to the will of God. But let us first examine
the warnings in Hebrews about coming to this awesome place before
God’s face with an unrepentant heart. These warnings that we shall
see in Chapter 9 provide a meaningful balance to the tremendous

encouragements that we have seen in Chapter 8.
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Chapter 9

THE WARNINGS IN HEBREWS
AND OUR SABBATH REST

God has designed our drawing near to Him in the Holy of Holies to
be a powerful life-changing and life-giving experience, and so the devil
and his demons will do all they can to keep us out. By God’s grace
they really are powerless to stop us — they only offer distractions and
temptations — but a heart set on some disobedience or sin can keep us
out. Indeed, a self-willed, unrepentant heart is not yet ready to receive
God’s great provisions for life and growth in Jesus that are so freely
available there, and is not yet ready to govern the earth according to
God’s will (Chapter 10 and the Appendix).

Therefore God provides five strong warnings in Hebrews against
hardening our hearts and willful disobedience to what God would say
to us in His holy throne room. The basic theme of all five warnings is
that a greater revelation and impartation from God justly requires our
greater responsibility and faithfulness in using His better provisions.

In this chapter we shall briefly discuss the warnings in Hebrews
and a few more related to communion, which we have seen (Chapter
7) to be an opportunity to enter the Holy of Holies by Jesus’ flesh and
blood. We shall see that the context — drawing near to God in the Holy
of Holies — removes some wrong interpretations of these warnings.
We shall also see that the call to enter the Sabbath rest of God (Heb.

4) provides a good balance of truth to these warnings.
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Heb. 2:1-4 comes after the author explains that Jesus is the
uniquely awesome Son of God, and warns us to not neglect what we

have heard from Him and confirmed by God in many ways:

For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we
have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. For if the word
spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression
and disobedience received a just penalty, how will we escape if we
neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken
through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, God
also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.

This warning is needed especially to begin preparing our hearts

for drawing near to God in the Holy of Holies. God often does not give
His people a new word if we are ignoring or neglecting previous words
that are confirmed to be from Him. If we respect and obey His previous
words, then He often adds a good word to them.

Heb. 3:7-19 warns us to not harden our hearts in disobedience

when we hear His voice today. This warning is especially fitting for the

new words that He speaks to us in His holiness:

Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you hear His
voice, do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, as
in the day of trial in the wilderness, where your fathers tried Me by
testing Me, and saw My works for forty years. Therefore | was
angry with this generation, and said, ‘They always go astray in
their heart, and they did not know My ways’; as | swore in My
wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.”” Take care, brethren, that
there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls
away from the living God. But encourage one another day after
day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that none of you will be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become
partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance
firm until the end, while it is said, “Today if you hear His voice,
do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me.” For who
provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those
who came out of Egypt led by Moses? And with whom was He
angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose
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bodies fell in the wilderness? And to whom did He swear that they
would not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient? So
we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.

Their disobedience came from the unbelief of a hardened heart.

Heb. 6:4-8 provides an even more threatening warning:

For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and
have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of
the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the
powers of the age to come, and then have fallen_away, it is
impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again
crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.
For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it and brings
forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled,
receives a blessing from God; but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is
worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being burned.

As we saw from the rest of Heb. 6 (p. 24), this Scripture is written

for those who would press on to maturity (v. 1-3) and with the view of

entering within the veil to the Holy of Holies (v. 19-20). These things

are related: as we saw on p. 48-52, our cycles of growth begin with

communion with God in the Holy of Holies. This Scripture warns us of

justice: we have better provisions for growth to maturity within the veil,

and so we must be more responsible and faithful. V. 9-12 (p. 24) add

that the believers were doing better than what v. 4-8 say.

But the devil often uses this Scripture to terrorize new believers,
accusing them of committing what he calls the unpardonable sin: taste
of the Lord and fall away. The context in Hebrews exposes the lie: the
Scripture is about justice for the mature. And within the Scripture itself,
notice that it is impossible to renew the person to repentance. His
concern over his sin is evidence of his not yet tasting God as purely as
v. 4-8 imply: he can still confess and return to God through Jesus.

The ultimate exhortation to draw near to God in the Holy of Holies

in Heb. 10 flows into another terrifying warning in Heb. 10:26-31:
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For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge
of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a
terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire which
will consume the adversaries. Anyone who has set aside the Law
of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three
witnesses. How much severer punishment do you think he will
deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has
regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was
sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know Him
who said, “Vengeance is Mine, | will repay.” And again, “The Lord
will judge His people.” It is a terrifying thing to fall in the hands of
the living God. (Heb. 10:26-31)

This Scripture again mightily warns us against coming before God
in the Holy of Holies without being willing to let go of a sin. God may
speak to me there in His holiness, and | must be willing to obey Him. If
| choose to keep my sin in defiance of what our holy God tells me, then
| would be insulting the Spirit of grace and refusing Jesus’ great blood
sacrifice for my sins. By refusing His sacrifice for me and my sins, the
just punishment for my willful sinning would fall on me instead of Him,
and | would be terrified by my great guilt of refusing Him when knowing

the truth. This warning reminds me that my sins cause a terrible just

punishment, and if | refuse Jesus’ payment for it, then | shall pay it.

This warning enables me to realize that | must not try to come into

the Holy of Holies if | am not willing to repent of any sin that He might

identify. Before going there, | turn to God and let Him straighten me
out, so that I am willing to let go of my “pocket change” in order to lay
hold of real life and true riches in Jesus. Then | am ready to act on the
great encouragements in Hebrews to draw near to God in this special
way and receive His life-giving blessings.

But this Scripture is also often distorted to terrify new believers.
They come to know Jesus and then find themselves unable to stop a

sin. They come to knowledge of the truth about the sin (for example,
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pornography), but they do not yet know the roots that give the sin so
much power in their lives, so that they are unable to let go of that sin at
that time. At this point the devil speaks his lie: “You have done Heb.
10:26-31, and Jesus’ sacrifice does not apply to your sin, and so you
are going to burn.” The devil is trying to condemn the new believer
and deceive him into believing that Jesus’ sacrifice is not enough to

save him. But the truth is that God has convicted the new believer of

his sin without speaking to him in the Holy of Holies. Our loving Father

knows how and when to speak to His children so that they will live and

grow instead of getting killed prematurely.

I will speak for myself. In several time periods after receiving
Jesus and getting to know Him well, | was strongly tempted with sexual
thoughts that | could easily recognize as sin and as bait by the devil to
lure me away from my loving Father. Part of me despised these
thoughts because | wanted to be faithful to Jesus and my Father and
be with them, but part of me enjoyed these thoughts, and | was unable
to let them go. Many times | was unfaithful to God in my thoughts and
let a demon paint its pictures in my mind, so that | surely deserved a

severe punishment. But Jesus lovingly and justly took all my

punishment on Himself and fully cleansed me by His precious blood.
God knew what | was able and not able to do at those times, and did
not speak the word that would have destroyed me.

For my part, | really do not want anything to separate me from
God. If something does, then | call on Him, confess my guilt and His
costly sacrifice, and open up the whole issue to Him so that He can
lead me into His solution. And He has been marvelously faithful.

What have we seen? God calls us into the Holy of Holies to give
us life and growth. To receive this, | need to surrender to Him and fall

on Him and His mercy instead of making my commitment to a sin.
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The final warning in Hebrews comes after describing awesome
Mt. Zion. Consider Heb. 12:25-29.

See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those
did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth,
much less will we escape who turn_away from Him who warns
from heaven. And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has
promised, saying, “Yet once more | will shake not only the earth,
but also the heaven.” This expression, “Yet once more,” denotes
the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created
things, so that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.
“Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken,
let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable
service with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming fire.

Once again, this warning perfectly fits being in spiritual Mt. Zion,
which is the Holy of Holies in heaven and the Lord’s holy throne room.
When we go there, God may speak to us, and we must not refuse Him
or turn away from Him or His words to us. The word about shaking and
removing all created things tells us again to let go of anything that
would keep us from receiving the unshakable kingdom of God.

God warns us in many other ways to not enter the Holy of Holies
in heaven with a heart that would refuse to obey God in any issue.
The pattern in the Holy of Holies on earth is one way. No one could
enter within the veil and live except for the High Priest once a year with
a blood sacrifice, and he entered with a rope around him in case he
was guilty and was killed in judgment. This is serious business.

The warnings in communion provide other ways that confirm and

add practical insights to what we have seen in Hebrews.

Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in
an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the
Lord. But a man must examine himself, and in_so doing he is to
eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and
drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge
the body rightly. For this reason many among you are weak and
sick, and a number sleep. But if we judged ourselves rightly, we
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would not be judged. But when we are judged, we are disciplined
by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the
world. 1Cor. 11:27-32

We see again that we need to prepare our hearts for this life-
giving communion with God in the Holy of Holies in heaven. We also
see powerful personal consequences for those who do not prepare
well. But Jesus provides for us perfectly: after examining ourselves we
are to eat. Even if we are judged because we refuse to receive Jesus’
complete provision for any issue, His discipline gives us opportunities
to get it right. Without His discipline, justice would condemn us along
with the world, which is not redemptive. His discipline is full of love
and for our good life on earth and in eternity. Therefore v. 28 tells us
to judge ourselves, and then to eat and drink — not shrink back into the
“death” that automatically comes from being separated from God.

The example of Judas in the First Communion (the Lord’s Supper)
provides another insightful warning for us. Judas had walked with
Jesus for over three years, but he continually rejected Jesus’ great
provisions for life and growth in order to carry out his own purposes: in
John 12:6 we can see that Judas was a practicing thief in the presence
of the Lord Jesus. In John 13:2 we can see that Satan had put into

Judas’ heart to betray Jesus, but it was not until communion that Satan

entered Judas to carry it out (John 13:27), which directly led to Judas’

destruction. Consider this sequence:

Now he [Judas] said this, not because he was concerned about the
poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box,
he used to pilfer what was put into it. (John 12:6)

During supper, the devil having already put into the heart of
Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him. (John 13:2)

After the morsel, Satan then entered into him [Judas]. Therefore
Jesus said to him, “What you do, do quickly.” (John 13:27)
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Judas’ destructive judgment was set in motion during communion,
but this was merely the culmination of repeated sin and his steadfast
refusal of God’s great grace in Jesus.

As indicated at the end of Chapter 8, all of these warnings need to
be balanced by Hebrews’ many encouragements to draw near to God
in the Holy of Holies. Coming before Him in this way is such a mighty
thing and can be so easy by Jesus, but we must not refuse His perfect
preparation for us.

God provides another kind of balance in Hebrews for our drawing

near to God in this way: our Sabbath rest from our own works. Let us

consider this further.

So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God. For the one
who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works,
as God did from His. Therefore let us be diligent to enter that
rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of
disobedience. (Heb. 4:9-11)

It is natural to respond to our great opportunity for life and to these
mighty warnings with an intense effort to do everything right. But no!
That is human strength again. Instead, God calls us to be diligent to

rest from our own works. Remember that His provisions in Jesus for

our coming before God in the Holy of Holies is far better than anything
that we could produce for ourselves. The best of my righteousness is
not good enough for me to enter there, and Scripture says that yours
will also fail. Yes, we do take some time to examine ourselves with our
loving Father, so that we will not harden our hearts to anything that He
may speak to us. But to enter in, we drop the focus on ourselves, and
receive all that God has done for us in Jesus.

Then we can draw near to Him and to His great love with our own

love that desires to do what He wants. And then we are ready to

receive His great life for us and to help others receive His great life.
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Chapter 10

HEALING A NATION BY
SEEKING GOD’S FACE IN MT. ZION

In Chapter 7 we saw in Scripture how God makes drawing near to
Him in the Holy of Holies to be a life-giving event that completely
changes our lives. In Chapter 8 we discussed the battle that believers
often experience when moving into this life-changing opportunity, so
that the author of Hebrews repeatedly provides great encouragements
for us to draw near to God through our great High Priest Jesus. He
provides all that we need to draw near, so that we can rest from our
own works for this awesome event (p. 66). But Hebrews also gives
many strong warnings against trying to enter the Holy of Holies when
our hearts are hardened about a sin — unwilling to obey His voice
about it.

In the encouragements of Hebrews (Chapter 8), we saw that God
wants us to draw near to Him corporately as well as personally. This is
in the Holy of Holies in heaven, which is also called Mt. Zion (Heb. 9-
10 and 12). The Appendix shows in various ways that this spiritual Mt.
Zion is the Lord’s holy throne room, where He sovereignly reigns over
heaven and earth. The Scriptures in the Appendix also indicate in

various ways that He calls His people to voluntarily participate in His

government of the earth according to His will. In the Appendix |

conclude that we would be seeing much more of God'’s life-giving work

on earth now if we were participating better.
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In this Chapter 10 we shall consider what God calls for us to do to
bring healing to whole lands and nations. We first discuss the brief
summary given in 2Chron. 7:13-14, and then we focus especially on
the practical meaning of seeking God'’s face in v. 14. Our discussion
of Hebrews in this book provides a foundation for understanding what

God calls for believers to do in His holy throne room to heal their land.

Many believers know and quote 2Chron. 7:14, but few realize how

it is concisely showing us what to do to bring God'’s healing to a land:

If...My people who are called by My name humble themselves and
pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then |
will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
The “if” in the Hebrew and the NAS Bible is in v. 13, which shows
the season in which this promise applies to a land. But at any time, if
the Lord’s people who are called by His name — CHRISTians — do all

that He says here, then people will be healed in the fullest sense of the

word, and the Body of Christ will grow, and the land will move toward

God’s healing for it. Let us briefly consider what v. 14 shows.

If I humble myself, | apply God’s word to myself first and turn from

my own wicked ways. The Hebrew word for “pray” is a word for mighty

intercession. Seeking God’s face indicates a close, intimate fellowship
with Him. We shall discuss praying and seeking His face on p. 70-74.
The final action in v. 14 is to turn from our wicked ways. Often this
is assumed to mean each believer’s wicked ways, but he did that when
he humbled himself in order to pray and seek God’s face. The final
action goes beyond that: His people in a land turn from their corporate
wicked ways. What is a corporate wicked way? | shall explain briefly.
Nations today have many major practical problems, but a key

underlying problem keeps each nation from getting healed: too many

people in each nation (or land) are not able to see what invisible God
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is really like — His true nature and character. Therefore these people
are really unable to find Him in order to turn to Him, so that they do not
get personally healed of spiritual issues that are hurting themselves
and others. Even if these people have heard of Jesus, they do not
realize what He is truly like or do not realize that He is revealing the
exact nature and character of Almighty God.

The Church has the duty to correct this problem. John’s Gospel
shows that Jesus came to earth as a Man to show mankind exactly
what invisible God is truly like. Eph. 4:11-16 shows that the Body of
Christ is to grow up until we attain the fullness of Christ — to grow up in
all aspects into Christ. He manifested God'’s true nature to people who
cannot see Him directly, and so the Church also is to manifest it.

If the Body of Christ has a widespread practice that distorts the
true nature and character of God, then we make it harder for people to

realize what He is really like. Any such widespread distortion of the

nature of God and Christ Jesus is truly a corporate wicked way of His

people. It produces a false god and keeps many people from turning to
Him for salvation and life: they do not see what God is truly like, cannot
find Him to turn to Him, and do not know what He wants from them.
When the Body of Christ in a land — the real Church there — turns
from its corporate wicked ways, then many more people in the land will
much better see and experience what God is truly like. Obedient,
Spirit-led believers are models of His clean, successful ways of living.
They form a clear contrast to the failing lifestyles practiced in the land,
inspire many people to walk in deeper levels of repentance and faith,
and combine to provide an accurate corporate expression of Jesus,
who showed exactly what God is like. Believers also intercede for
people, and when God draws them to Jesus, most will recognize Him

and gladly receive Him. Receiving Him heals the land’s key problem —
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its people do not know God — and He heals the land’s other problems
by His direct work and through people living by His better ways.

People can better move into their own life in Jesus if they can
closely see people like themselves who are living in Him. Believers
must reach many people personally. God’s people throughout the land
must repent to heal a land like it needs. Humbling oneself, praying,
seeking His face, and turning from personal wicked ways by individual
believers must produce a widespread turning from personal and
corporate wicked ways: both distort beliefs about God’s true nature.

Our praying and seeking God’s face joins with Spirit-led prayers of
other believers to help still other believers in the land to turn from their
wicked ways. This enables many more people to see God well enough
to receive Jesus and their full healing. This can grow into an amazing

healing of the land through God’s work in people.

Therefore let us see what praying and seeking His face means.
We find two different ways to persevere in prayer according to His will.

The Hebrew word for pray means to intercede or to call on God as

judge. In the Bible praying consistently arose out of specific needs. A
man of God would see a great need for God’s work and would pray to
Him for it. And this word (pahlal) is consistently effective: the normal
result of God's people praying to Him was that He answered or acted
decisively. Therefore praying by God's people in v. 14 is to intercede

or to call on Him earnestly until He answers in word or deed. It can

produce much healing in a land and its people, and can also better
equip God's people to turn from their wicked ways, thereby showing
Him “as He is” to a land and its people.

The other way to persevere in prayer is to seek God’s face, which
will take us into the Holy of Holies in heaven. This whole picture from

2Chron. 7:13-14 is discussed more thoroughly and systematically in
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another book1, but readers of this book on Hebrews are equipped for a
more thorough discussion of seeking God’s face.

In seeking God’s face, | do not seek Him about a prayer request
until He answers in word or deed. Instead, | release my prayer burdens

to Him for His provisions in order to fellowship with our holy God: be

with Him, hear what He wants to say to me, let Him change me in any

way He desires, see what He is looking at, find out what is on His
heart, get to know Him and His ways for us better and better, etc.
Let us apply this meaning directly to 2Chron. 7:14. God calls His

people to govern the earth from spiritual Mt. Zion by intercession

according to His will. The Scriptures leading to this conclusion are

discussed in the Appendix, and in this chapter we are discussing what
this looks like in practice.

God makes our hearts more teachable through the process of
seeking His face. In this close fellowship with Him, we can better hear
His whispers and His heart, and see His eyes and where He is looking
— better hear and see what is important to Him (one’s eyes naturally
focus on what is important to him). With our hearts focused on our
King and His heart instead of reacting to the needs we recognize, we
are better prepared to hear His creative wisdom for proactive changes
(changes before we realize a need for them, which can prevent or
solve problems in ways that we would fail to consider without Him).

In this way seeking God's face in His holy throne room is perfect
for effective intercession between God and sinful man. We participate
in His government of the earth with His creativity and without the limits
of what we think is needed — our natural knowledge. Interceding with
His guidance, we can open the bottleneck to His power for healing
individuals, situations, and the land as a whole unit — transforming both

a huge number of people and the government. In short, fulfilling this
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action can go far beyond the intercession based on recognized needs
by making God’s creative power for good available to the land.

We may begin to seek God in prayer for a specific need, but when
seeking His face we release it to Him in order to be with Him without
our own agenda. He might or might not address the need at that time.

Gen. 32:24-32 provides an example for us. By nature Jacob was
a manipulator and was approaching a fearful meeting with his mighty
alienated brother, Esau. But when Jacob met the Lord face to face the
night before meeting with Esau, Jacob persevered all night, and his
focus became the Lord and His blessing. In this meeting He gave
Jacob a new name — Israel — that signified his new nature. Jacob was
permanently changed by this meeting, walking with a limp that signified
his new brokenness: we never again see the manipulating and
supplanting that filled his life before this meeting. Finally, this meeting
touched many generations of his descendants: out of respect for it,
they did not eat an animal’s tendon where Jacob was injured.

All these changes can also be seen in the disciples after their First
Communion (p. 47-52). Being with God changes us wonderfully, but it
will break us, and we need to persevere during the breaking and after
it. We saw this need as we went through Hebrews, and also saw the
many warnings against coming to Him with hardened hearts and wills:
we must want to release our own plans in order to do God’s will.

Jesus' sacrifice alone qualifies a believer to come to God, but He

has special requirements for believers to abide and stand in the place

of His government. As we see in the Appendix, Psalm 24:3-6 shows

that clean hands, a pure heart, and a personal righteousness from God

are needed to seek His face effectively. Who has this righteousness
besides believers in Jesus? Indeed, Hebrews helps us to appreciate

our great need for all three things in v. 3-6 to draw near to God for His
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life. But now we are finding another major reason for the mighty
spiritual battle involved in coming before God in the Holy of Holies: this
is a place of such enormous authority and power for whole nations.
Satan and his demons do all that they can to prevent us from going
there, because they know that when we get there, they cannot control
the damage we may produce to their murderous kingdom of darkness.

In addition to receiving righteousness from God, it must be lived
out on earth. Psalm 15 shows that those who may abide in His pure
holiness do specific things that represent a lifestyle of discernment
from God and personal integrity. For example, v. 4 says: “In whose
eyes a reprobate is despised, but who honors those who fear the Lord;
he swears to his own hurt and does not change.” To prevent the sin of
judging someone wrongly, the first part of v. 4 requires a consistent
discernment of what God is saying. The other part requires a
commitment to righteousness even when it personally hurts oneself.
(Psalm 15 is also examined explicitly in the Appendix).

Notice how Psalm 24 and 15 provide perfect requirements for

good governors. They justly remove self-seeking and undiscerning

people, including Christians in the flesh, from those who will govern

righteously by intercession at the place of God's government of the

earth. This is the place of ultimate authority and power over the earth;
and He protects it with His unveiled holiness, which does not allow sin
to enter without its just judgment — rightly a terrifying situation for a
sinner who would refuse to let go of his sin.

God’s call for His people to govern the earth according to His will
helps us to see another major reason why we must drop our own wills
and plans when seeking His face. The earth is full of governments that

do their own wills. God calls us to form a government in Mt. Zion that
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does His will, which is very good to mankind and to individuals who do
not continue to refuse His good provisions for them in Jesus.

To do God’s will, | must learn what it is. With a heart that is made
teachable through the process of seeking His face, | get prepared to
learn more than | can see, and | can intercede by His Spirit with His
creativity, which goes far beyond my own limited perception of what is
needed. True praise and worship of God brings out features of His
character that help me to hear and discern His heart and soft words,
which directly or indirectly can provide many people with eternal life.

The book of Hebrews and the practice of communion help us to
appreciate another feature of our governing the earth from Mt. Zion: it
is most effective when it is done corporately. | am convinced that many
good things will not be accomplished without a corporate action, and
this includes a land receiving the full healing that God wants to give it.
This corporate work is discussed further in the references below.

We conclude this chapter on healing the land by returning to the
whole picture from 2Chron. 7:13-14. Praying and seeking God’s face
provide power for repentance and turning to Jesus by both believers
and many other people in a land. But the turning from the corporate
wicked ways is what enables so many people to be able to recognize

and receive the healing and life that God freely offers to mankind

through Jesus. Chapter 11 briefly discusses the nature of our lifestyle

in Christ in the light of our calling and life in God’s holy presence.

" The whole picture from 2Chron. 7:13-14 about what believers need to do to
heal their land is provided in Healing Nations, by Tarter. The book God'’s Just
Judgment of a Nation puts this picture in the framework provided by the Minor
Prophets in the Bible. Both books are available at www.lulu.com: type “James
Tarter” in the “Search” space on the web page. At the time of this writing,
PDF files of both books are free.
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Chapter 11

THEN HOW SHALL WE LIVE?

In going through Hebrews in Chapter 6, we said that Heb. 12:28-
13:19 briefly indicates specific features of how we should be living in
the light of God’s calling for us. In Chapter 10 we saw that the way
believers live on earth is a crucial part of enabling a land and its people
to receive Jesus and its healing. In this concluding chapter we see the
gist of Heb. 12:28-13:19 and Ephesians, which shows more about the
nature of our life on earth that is fitting for our great calling in Jesus.

God’s great calling for us to draw near to Him in awesome Mt.

Zion should shape how we live on earth. Consider Heb. 12:28-29:

Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let
us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable
service with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming fire.
Heb. 13 immediately identifies this acceptable service: how we
live on earth. This includes love of the brethren, hospitality to strangers
and remembering fellow believers who are in prison, purity in marriage,
being content and free from the love of money, praising God, doing
good and sharing, and submission and obedience to our leaders in
Christ. The author mentions a few more examples, but he also says
that he was writing briefly (v. 22): this brief list makes it clear that our
exalted calling by God through Jesus includes living humbly on earth.
Using different words, Ephesians shows that God raises believers
to this same amazing place of authority before Him, reveals more

about our great corporate calling in Christ, shows clearly that His great
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calling and provision for us in Christ should shape how we live, and
then shows more of what this lifestyle is like than Hebrews. Consider
our exalted place in Christ in Eph. 1:20-21 and 2:5-6:

which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the
dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this age, but in the one to come.

[God] made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him
in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,

These Scriptures are a part of Eph. 1:1—4:10, which leads into the
glorious corporate calling in Eph. 4:11-16: the Body of Christ is to grow
up to become fully like Christ. This is all shown in Healing Nations
(see the footnote on p. 74). Here let us see how the vision of our great
corporate calling in Christ should shape how we walk or live in Christ,
which is described in Eph. 4:17—-6:9. Consider Eph. 4:15-17a:

but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects
into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole
body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint
supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part,
causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
So this | say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk...

Paul did not begin discussing the nature of our individual lifestyles
until we could put it in the context of our glorious corporate calling in
Christ. Why? Our corporate vision is a vital part of God's provision for
the fervency, direction, and purpose needed for our personal walks.
But as soon as he did reveal the vision of our calling in Christ, he used
it as a foundation to explicitly describe the nature of our individual
walks in Eph. 4:17-6:9. Let us look briefly at what this shows, because
it is the same lifestyle for believers as Heb. 13.

The basic approach to daily Godly living is given in Eph. 4:22-24:
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But, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the
old self, which is being corrupted according to the lusts of deceit,
and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you
put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created
in the righteousness and holiness of the truth.

We live in Christ by putting off the old self and putting on the new
self, and our hearts make moment-to-moment decisions whether or not

to do this. A God-given vision (a part of the renewed mind) helps us to

make the good decisions by keeping us from getting caught up in the
distractions from the world, the flesh, and the devil. Ephesians
provides the vision of the corporate Church, and Hebrews provides the
vision of coming intimately to God in Mt. Zion, His holy throne room.

V. 25 (lay aside falsehood and put on speaking truth) to Eph. 5:18
(do not get drunk with wine, but be filled with the Spirit) provide useful
applications of what we are to put off and put on in our personal lives.
Then Eph. 5:19-21 describes the Spirit-filled life, which flows into the
instructions about how we live as Spirit-filled believers in our families
and at work (Eph. 5:22-6:9). Read these Scriptures for further insights.

In this book we have seen how Hebrews is a brief exhortation for
believers in Jesus to draw near to God in the Holy of Holies in heaven,
which is glorious Mt. Zion and His holy throne room. We have been
able to catch glimpses of the life and power that God makes available
to His people there, which should impact every area of our lives on
earth and continue into all eternity. He gives us strong warnings to
prepare our hearts, so that our experiences will be the tremendous
blessing that He intends for them to be. Our loving Father provides so
much for us in Christ Jesus and wants us to have it all: we simply need

to receive His invitation to us and enter in by faith.
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Appendix

GOVERNING FROM MT. ZION,
THE LORD’S HOLY THRONE ROOM

In Chapter 6 we established that the Holy of Holies in heaven and
spiritual Mt. Zion are different names of the same spiritual place. As we
went through Hebrews, | often mentioned that it also is the Lord’s holy
throne room. On p. 24 | said that the “throne of grace” in the first
exhortation to draw near to God is in His holy throne room (Heb. 4:14-
16). On p. 32 we saw the “golden altar of incense” in both the Lord’s
throne room in heaven in Rev. 8:3-4 and the Holy of Holies in Heb.
9:3-4. On p. 42 | simply asserted that Mt. Zion in Heb. 12:22 is the
Lord’s holy throne room, and on p. 42-43 we saw that the single
descriptor of God in v. 23 — “to God, the Judge of all” — was one of
many indications that Mt. Zion is His holy throne room. In this

appendix we see other indications of this and our participation there.

Many Scriptures call Zion the dwelling place of God. Two different
Hebrew words for “dwell” provide two different pictures of how He
dwells. “Yashab” adds the idea of the Lord’s sovereign authority, while
“shakan” (the root word of tabernacle) adds the idea of His dwelling
nearby. The Lord “shakan’s in a few places (in Zion, in Jerusalem,
among the people of Israel, and in a high and holy place and also with
the contrite and lowly of heart), but when the Bible speaks about the
Lord “yashab’ing, it is consistently in Zion and the Holy of Holies.

Yashab is boldfaced in the following Scriptures:
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Sing praises to the Lord, who dwells in Zion (Psalm 9:11a)
His [God’s] dwelling place is in Zion (Psalm 76:2b)

For the Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His habitation.
This is My resting place forever; here | will dwell, for | have desired
it. (Psalm 132:13-14 — also, the Heb. root of “habitation” is yashab)

You who are enthroned above the cherubim (Psalm 80:1b)
He is enthroned above the cherubim (Psalm 99:1c)

1Sam. 4:4, 2Sam. 6:2, 1Chron. 13:6, 2Kings 19:15, and Isa. 37:16
also say that the Lord is yashab (enthroned or dwelling) above the
cherubim. The cherubim were in the Holy of Holies, and Heb. 8:4
shows that this is a copy and shadow of the reality in heaven. The
Lord dwells with manifest authority in the Holy of Holies in heaven,
which is the spiritual Mt. Zion in Heb. 12.

Let us consider Psalm 99 a little further. Here are v. 1-4a and 9:

The Lord reigns, let the peoples tremble; He is enthroned above
the cherubim, let the earth shake! The Lord is great in Zion, and
He is exalted above all the peoples. Let them praise Your great and
awesome name; holy is He. The strength of the King loves justice.

Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at His holy hill; for holy is the
Lord our God.

This Scripture explicitly unites the Lord’s holy throne room, the

spiritual Mt. Zion of Heb. 12:22-24, and the Holy of Holies. The holy

Lord reigns over the earth as the King in Zion, dwelling above the
cherubim, who are located in the Holy of Holies in heaven. We again

see that this is a single location with different names.

Psalm 2:6 also shows the Lord’s reigning in Zion: “But as for Me, |

have installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain.” Joel 3:17a

says, “Then you will know that | am the Lord your God, dwelling in

Zion My holy mountain”. This identification of Zion as the Lord’s holy
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mountain is significant, because in the Bible “mountain” is sometimes
used to refer to the government of a kingdom. In Biblical times a “king”
was the head ruler of the government of a nation or nations, and all

other_government obtained its authority from him. The government

under him included princes, administrators, and other government
officials. They are raised up above the other people because they are

related to the king or because he gives them some authority that raises

them up over other people.

This relationship of a king, his officials, King

and the people is shown in a simple picture Officials

of a mountain.

The people
The Hebrew word (har) that is translated “mountain” in the verses

that identify “Mt. Zion” as the “Lord's holy mountain” is the same word
that is translated “hill” in Psalm 99:9. The apparent difference in some
English translations of this word for “mountain” or “hill” does not exist in
the Hebrew of any word that we shall discuss. V. 9 calls us to worship
the Lord our God at His holy mountain, which is Mt. Zion.

The author of Hebrews quoted Psalm 110:4b twice in showing
Jesus' High Priesthood after the order of Melchizedek. The rest of the

Psalm shows His reigning over the earth from Zion. Consider v. 1-2:

The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand until | make Your
enemies a footstool for Your feet.” The LORD will stretch forth Your
strong scepter from Zion, saying, “Rule in the midst of Your
enemies.”

A scepter is a rod carried by a king as a symbol of his authority.
This Scripture shows King Jesus' ruling from Zion — at the LORD’s right
hand — before Jesus’ enemies are made a footstool for His feet.

Let us see that the other Scriptures about the Lord’s reigning from

Zion include now — before His enemies are subdued. Psalm 110:5-7
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shows His firm rule over rebellious nations, including a warning and
promise of wrath. The rest of Psalm 2 does the same as the rulers of
the earth unite against Him and His Anointed. This is happening now
instead of in the millennium. Consider Psalm 2:1-8:

Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples devising a vain
thing? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take
counsel together against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying,
“Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away their cords from us!”
He who sits [yashabing] in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at
them. Then He will speak to them in His anger and terrify them in
His fury, saying, “But as for Me, | have installed My King upon
Zion, My holy mountain.” ‘| will surely tell of the decree of the
Lord: He said to Me, ’You are My Son, Today | have begotten You.
Ask of Me, and | will surely give the nations as Your inheritance,
and the very ends of the earth as Your possession.”

Yes, our Lord Jesus is ruling the earth from Zion now, even while
the powers of the earth try to throw off His rule. You can look at all of
the Scriptures quoted on p. 80 about the Lord in Zion, and remember

Heb. 12:22: “But you have come to Mt. Zion and to the city of the

living God, the heavenly Jerusalem....” Believers in Jesus had

already started coming to God in Zion — His holy throne room — in the

First Century A.D., which Heb. 1:2 identifies as “in these last days”.
Psalm 2:8 also shows a key development that is to take place in

our day of rebellion and turmoil. Jesus is invited to ask His Father,

who will give Him the nations even unto the ends of the earth. Micah

4:1-3a shows us much more about this key development:

And it will come about in the last days that the mountain of the
house of the Lord will be established as the chief of the
mountains. It will be raised above the hills, and the peoples will
stream to it. And many nations will come and say, ‘Come and let
us go up to the mountain of the Lord and to the house of the God
of Jacob, that He may teach us about His ways and that we may
walk in His paths.” For from Zion will go forth the law, even the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He will judge between
many peoples and render decisions for mighty, distant nations.
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Isa. 2:2-4a provides the same awesome prophecy. God's law,
word, judgments (including mercies), and decisions will go forth from
Zion and Jerusalem to whole nations as well as to individuals. These
Scriptures clearly show His reign over the peoples and nations from

Mt. Zion — the seat of God's government of the earth. And nations will

come to His har (mountain) to learn His ways and walk in them.
Indeed, Micah 4:1-3 and Isa. 2:2-4 show the transition from the
rebellion against the Lord and His anointed today to when the nations
live peacefully under His rule and authority. Micah 4:1 calls the time of
this prophecy “in the last days”, which Peter showed had already
begun in Pentecost nearly 2000 years ago (Acts 2:17). The “judging
between many peoples” in Micah 4:3a fits our day of wars and strife
better than in the peace and harmony after Jesus' enemies have been
put under His feet in v. 3b. Joel 3, especially v. 9-10, clearly shows

that Micah 4:3a and 3b refer to distinctly different times and situations:

And He will judge between many peoples and render decisions
for mighty, distant nations. Then they will hammer their swords
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
will not lift up sword against nation, and never again will they
train for war. (Micah 4:3)

Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare a war; rouse the mighty
men! Let all the soldiers draw near, let them come up! Beat your
plowshares _into swords and your pruning hooks into spears;
let the weak say, “l am a mighty man.” (Joel 3:9-10)

Joel 3 calls the rebellious nations of Psalm 2, Psalm 110, etc., to
take their stand against the Lord and His people. Joel 3:9-10 has not
yet happened, and it must happen before Micah 4:3b, when nations

will never again train for war. Micah 4:2 shows how many nations will

come out of their rebellion to the Lord and ultimately to the peace in v.

3b: many nations will come to the Lord’s mountain (har) and house
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because the law will go forth from Zion and word of the Lord from
Jerusalem.

This very much involves the Lord’s work in and through believers
in Jesus to produce this awesome change. But as you shall see, God
does not explicitly call His people to participate in His governing of the
earth, because He will not let this be a religious duty. Nevertheless,
many Scriptures show our participation, so that we can move into His
calling for us with confidence. Let us see three Scriptures.

First, reconsider Micah 4:1-2 with the perspective that “mountain”
(har) signifies “government” and that “the house of the Lord” refers to

faithful (or persevering) believers in Jesus:

“But Christ was faithful as a Son over His house, whose house we
are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm
until the end.” (Heb. 3:6).

And it will come about in the last days that the mountain of the
house of the Lord will be established as the chief of the
mountains. It will be raised above the hills, and the peoples will
stream to it. And many nations will come and say, '‘Come and let
us go up to the mountain of the Lord and to the house of the God
of Jacob, that He may teach us about His ways and that we may
walk in His paths.' For from Zion will go forth the law, even the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. (Micah 4:1-2)

V. 1 shows that the government of God'’s faithful believers will be

established as the chief government of the earth. Many nations and

peoples will come to this government, which can indicate the discipling
of nations to Jesus (fulfilling His Great Commission).

Another way that Micah 4:1-2 shows our participation in God's
government on Mt. Zion comes from the connotations of Jerusalem
and Zion. Mt. Zion is the mountain on which the city of Jerusalem is
built: they are the same location. Anyone away from “Zion” could use

either term to refer to that location, whether the reference is physical or
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spiritual. But Jerusalem adds a meaning of a “city”, which has people

dwelling there, and Zion adds a meaning of the_Lord’s holy throne

room and dwelling place. As physical Jerusalem is built on physical

Mt. Zion, so is the heavenly Jerusalem built on spiritual Mt. Zion.
Spiritual Mt. Zion provides the foundation on which the people of
heavenly Jerusalem construct their ways of living on earth.

Micah 4:2 shows that the law will go forth from Zion — the Lord's
holy throne room and dwelling place — directly to people and their

consciences. Likewise, the word of the Lord will go forth from

Jerusalem, which is His people who are abiding in Christ and who
have come to His holy throne room and the city of the living God.

Psalm 110 is the second Scripture that indicates we voluntarily
participate in our Lord Jesus' reign from holy Mt. Zion:

The LORD will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying,
“Rule in the midst of Your enemies.” Your people will volunteer
freely in the day of Your power; in holy array, from the womb of the
dawn, Your youth are to You as the dew. (Psalm 110:2-3)

Jesus’ reign from Zion (v. 2) flows into the voluntary service of His
people in holiness (v. 3) for this time of transition toward making His
enemies a footstool for His feet (v. 1).

The third Scripture that we shall consider about our participation in
God’s government of the earth from Mt. Zion is Obadiah 21. | choose
v. 21 because it can show us the life-giving work that God wants to do
through His people there. Obadiah is addressed to and about Edom,
but Edom in Obadiah serves as an example for nations with a partial
Christian foundation from previous generations, and the truth about Mt.
Zion can apply to any nation today where His people do what v. 21

says. Consider Obad. 21:

The deliverers will ascend Mt. Zion to judge the mountain of
Esau, and the kingdom will be the Lord's.
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| identify the terms that enable v. 21 to break forth with meaning
for us. “Mt. Zion” is the Mt. Zion of Heb. 12:22-24 and Micah 4:1-3a:
the Lord's holy throne room in heaven. From there He sends forth His
law and renders decisions for mighty nations. The “deliverers” are
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, who are the only people qualified to
come into His holy throne room. “Judge” means to govern: good
examples for the meaning of the Hebrew word for judge are the
Judges of ancient Israel, who were deliverers and government leaders
instead of rulers over court cases. The “mountain of Esau” is the

nation's government. Finally, the outcome is that the nation becomes

the Lord’s possession and a part of His people.

Therefore Obad. 21 can show how a modern nation is delivered
from a destructive just judgment into salvation in Christ Jesus. His
believers ascend into the Lord's holy throne room on spiritual Mt. Zion,

which is before His face. There they govern the government of the

modern nation by intercession, so that it will become the Lord's with
Jesus being its King in practice. The nation will be a kingdom with any
form of visible government, because Jesus would be its King.

This intercession before God on Mt. Zion is the “praying and
seeking His face” of 2Chron. 7:14 (Chapter 10). This requires holiness
and is the key weakness for Christians in prosperous modern nations:
there are many distractions to the perseverance for this intercession.
But Obad. 21 can show that if this is fulfilled in a nation with a partly
Christian foundation, then the nation will be delivered and become the
Lord's possession, so that the rest of v. 14 will also be met. | add my
belief that Obad. 21 is explicitly for nations with a partly Christian
foundation, but governing the government by intercession can produce
the same result for any nation now. Indeed, Hebrews, Micah 4:1-3 or
Isa. 2:2-4, Psalm 110:2-3, Obad. 21, and 2Chron. 7:14 combine to
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show me that God invites His people to participate according to His will

on spiritual Mt. Zion, the seat of His government of the earth.

Consider the awesome results that can be accomplished on earth
by intercession according to God’s will as we draw near to Him in His
holy throne room, which is spiritual Mt. Zion and the Holy of Holies. As
we have seen repeatedly throughout this book, we can do this only
through our great High Priest Jesus. Psalms 24 and 15 also show us
this great truth and much more. Let us examine them.

The Hebrew Scriptures — the Old Testament — often use a literary
device called a “parallelism”, where God says or asks the same,
almost the same, or a contrasting or opposite idea in two different
ways by using closely corresponding terms. In Psalm 24 alone, there
are parallelisms in v. 1, 2, 3, 7, and v. 8 with v. 10. Here we shall
examine v. 3-6, so that we shall quickly see one.

V. 3 asks key questions in this parallelism: “Who may ascend into
the hill of the Lord? And who may stand in His holy place?” These
parallel questions again connect the Lord's mountain (har) — spiritual
Mt. Zion — with His holy place or the Holy of Holies in heaven.

And so who may ascend and stand on Mt. Zion and in the Holy of

Holies? Psalm 24:4-6 provides a Scriptural answer:

He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up
his soul to falsehood, and has not sworn deceitfully. He shall
receive a blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God
of his salvation. This is the generation of those who seek Him, who
seek Your face — even Jacob.

James 4:8 gives us tremendous insight into the content of the first

part of Psalm 24:4 and into drawing near to God in His holy place:

Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
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Sinners and double-minded people each have a problem that
keeps them from drawing near to God effectively. Sinners have a
problem with what they do, which is represented by their hands.
Therefore they need to “cleanse their hands” in order to draw near to
God. Sinners can be cleansed from their sins by confession (1John
1:9): this is not mere words, but includes turning to God with true
repentance and receiving His forgiveness in Jesus (all done by faith).

James 4:8 is a parallelism with precisely corresponding parts.
Double-minded people have a problem: they want to draw near to God
and at the same time want something else that is pulling them away
from following through with their good intentions. (Consider Matt. 6:21
and its context: a person's heart is with his treasure, or what he values
most.) Therefore one who is double-minded needs to purify his heart —
his whole “inner man” (his soul and spirit) — from his wrong desires,
which distract him into the wrong direction and give rise to selffish,
manipulative, and twisted motives, attitudes, and actions. The rest of
Psalm 24:4 indicates that those who ascend and stand on Mt. Zion
have not been giving room to such things in their personal lives.

In these ways James 4:8 gives a tangible understanding of what is
specifically meant by the clean hands and pure heart of Psalm 24:4,
and also shows their great importance for drawing near to God in the
Holy of Holies or Mt. Zion, the Lord's holy throne room.

Let us return to Psalm 24:3-4. The person who may ascend Mt.
Zion and stand in the Holy of Holies has clean hands and a pure heart.
Notice how fitting this requirement is for coming to the seat of God's
government of the earth. Such a person can pray better for bringing
God's will and His Kingdom to earth in specific people and situations
and ways, because his prayers are not twisted by selfish or self-

serving motives, attitudes, or goals. We shall return to this on p. 91.



Governing from Mt. Zion, the Lord’s Holy Throne Room 89

Psalm 24:5 shows that the person who ascends Mt. Zion with
clean hands and a pure heart “shall receive...righteousness from the
God of his salvation”. This enables him to stand in the Holy of Holies
— God's pure holiness in His holy throne room, His seat of government.
Hebrews often shows how God’s unique provision in Jesus for us to
draw near to Him is better than we can provide for ourselves. But here

notice that God gives His righteousness to His people for this great

purpose. What a rare and precious “Old Testament insight”!

The final feature that we shall examine in the Lord's answer in
Psalm 24:4-6 is the “seeking the Lord's face”. V. 3-6 show that this is
fulfilled in the Lord's holy place. Consider this position directly in front
of His face in His pure holiness at the center of His government of the
earth: this is the fitting place for intercession to God for individuals and
even whole nations. This can help us appreciate more fully the nature
of the third action in 2Chron. 7:14 for healing a land: for the Lord's
people in the land to “seek His face” (Chapter 10).

Why does God use “Jacob” in the context of seeking His face in
Psalm 24:67 Why not his new, God-given name of Israel? By name
and nature Jacob was a supplanter or conniver, seeking to get what he
wants by trickery or treachery if a more legitimate means takes too
long. But Jacob's name and nature were both changed as he wrestled
with God (Gen. 32:22-32), and after this he was a broken man who
walked with a limp. Likewise, we typically begin seeking our Lord's
face with our own willful plans, but as we continue to seek His face we
are transformed into Christ's image and seek His plans (p. 72).

Psalm 24:3-6 provides the big picture, while Psalm 15 gets
specific in our daily personal conduct. These two Scriptures together
provide a balanced perspective that is easily missed by considering

only one of them. Ps. 15:1 asks these parallel questions: “O Lord, who
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may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill [har]?”

His tent was the Tabernacle of Moses, and specifically the Holy of
Holies in it. Therefore these questions are asking the Lord, “Whom do
You allow to abide in heaven's Holy of Holies and dwell in spiritual Mt.
Zion — Your holy throne room?”

The remainder of Psalm 15 answers this pair of questions:

He who walks with integrity, and works righteousness, and speaks
truth in his heart. He does not slander with his tongue, nor does evil
to his neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against his friend; in whose
eyes a reprobate is despised, but who honors those who fear the
Lord; he swears to his own hurt, and does not change; he does
not put out his money at interest, nor does he take a bribe against
the innocent. He who does these things will never be shaken.

This answer shows that the person who dwells in the Lord's holy
throne room has practiced personal integrity and faithfulness that have

overcome self-serving desires. He does not act with greed and refuses

bribes to corrupt justice. He does not change his committed word even
if it hurts him to fulfill it. This answer also specifies his conduct,
speech, and attitude toward others, and his discernment in practice
between people who fear the Lord (who repent when they see their
sins) and reprobates (who are hardened in their refusal to repent).
Psalm 24:5 shows that God gives us the thorough righteousness
required by His pure holiness on Mt. Zion. Psalm 15 adds to this
foundation by emphasizing that in order to abide and dwell on Mt. Zion,
we must faithfully express His righteousness in our daily living
practices. We are kept out of this error: that the clean hands and pure
heart refer only to the great cleanup by Jesus and the Holy Spirit when
we prepare for His holy place. This cleanup is complete, but might not
keep us abiding in God’s holiness. This added foundation from Psalm
15 is strongly supported by 1John 3:7a: “Little children, let no one

deceive you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous.”
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| said that God calls His people to participate in His government of
the earth on Mt. Zion. One of the most satisfying justifications of this
claim is to see how His requirements for us to ascend and dwell in His
holy throne room are ideal for establishing a good and just government
by intercession. People in government there seek what is right, just,
and good far more than they seek for their own provisions. (The earth
already has too many governments whose officials seek foremost to
serve themselves). Consider how these Psalms fit into our governing.
We saw how the Lord's requirement of clean hands and a pure
heart in Psalm 24:4 purifies the intercession for bringing our Father's
will and kingdom to earth in specific people and situations (p. 88-89).
Specifically, the purified heart especially removes selfish and twisted
motives, attitudes, and goals. Psalm 15 even further limits the people
who can abide and dwell at the seat of His government: they must
have also overcome their self-serving desires in their own personal
deeds. This leads to the practical result that their prayer requests are
committed to justice and are not pulled away from God's will by bad
discernment, seeking foremost for oneself, or more subtle problems.
For example, “he swears to his own hurt, and does not change”
shows that he refuses to back down on his oath even when it hurts him
to carry it out. This requirement shows that these people in God's holy
government have overcome personal temptations for convenience,
comfort, and other temporal values. This is a wonderful requirement
for being a part of God's holy government, because temporal values
easily blind a would-be intercessor from seeing and appreciating God's
eternal purposes in other people and situations as well as for oneself.
To illustrate, one may fail to appreciate that a temporarily “bad
situation” or a certain stage of development may be needed for

ultimately producing extremely good results in an individual or
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individuals. As a specific example, it may have been very good for my
ultimate development to go through a five year period of my
adolescence, during which | lost confidence in any organized church,
the Bible as God’s word, and eventually in the existence of a personal
God who cared or did anything on earth now. This was followed by ten
years of essentially being an agnostic or atheist, during which time |
sowed the seeds to destroy my marriage and created other problems.

What great good did God do in me by letting me go through this
destructive stage of development? Later | could see clearly how
corruptible and bankrupt | am without Jesus as my intimate Lord, and
the Holy Spirit and the Bible as my guide. My heart thoroughly knows
that | can produce nothing truly good and constructive apart from the
true God. No matter what the situation since | repented and came to
know the living God, my heart has not looked for “greener pastures”
away from Him — and | know it would have if | had continued like | was
before | went astray. Like Peter in a trying situation, | can ask, “Lord,
to whom shall we go? You alone have the words of eternal life” (John
6:68). My heart really knows the answer: nobody and nowhere!

Psalm 15 also shows that these people who “abide and dwell” on
His holy hill have developed their discernment between reprobates and
those who fear the Lord. Heb. 5:14 elaborates upon such discernment:
“But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their
senses trained to discern good and evil.” This discernment comes
from their long-term practice of recognizing what turned out to be
God's Spirit and what turned out to be the flesh or evil spirits who are
disguised as angels of the light. This discernment also comes from
learning wisdom from God about His ways and dealings with many
people and situations (much of this is given in the Bible and discovered

after many not-so-wise applications).
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Therefore people who are abiding and dwelling in the Lord's holy
throne room can effectively discern His will for various situations and
people by the Holy Spirit. Should a situation be quickly changed? Or
do specific people need greater strength from God to persevere
through a situation while intercessors patiently pray for perseverance?
Or have specific people become truly reprobate and ripe only for God's
just judgment? Or does God propose some other alternative? For
example, if people in a land desperately need to wake up and respond
to the Lord, it is not good to pray against every shaking, but instead to
pray for our response, pray for God's will that each person receive his
full opportunity to respond to God, etc.

To summarize, the requirements of God's holiness in Psalms 15
and 24 for ascending and dwelling on the Lord's holy mountain serve
to keep many people — including carnal Christians — from coming,
standing (participating), and dwelling (staying) at the seat of God's holy
government of the earth until they become adequately prepared for it.
From a “New Testament” perspective, these people must be believers
in Christ Jesus, who receive righteousness from Him and have let the
Holy Spirit work reliably with power to produce faithfulness, integrity,
and discernment in their personal daily walk, conduct, and speech.
Moreover, the believer needs to walk without serving himself foremost,
even allowing himself to get hurt in order to do good and be just.
Therefore in God’s government on Mt. Zion, he shall seek God’s will to
be done over his own.

Now God’s government of the earth has been open to believers
for over 1900 years. Why has there not been a greater manifestation
of His government on earth during this time? From many Scriptures, |
conclude that this weak manifestation is caused by our not governing

according to His will. Specifically, in the time since Jesus' ascension
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and Pentecost, our failure to stand in our place before His face on Mt.
Zion and the Holy of Holies has been a bottleneck that in practice has
limited how much His perfect will and His Kingdom (His government)
comes to the earth. This failure has affected the rest of our Christian
practices.

Our tremendous opportunity to bring the life in Jesus to the earth
helps us to realize why the devil’'s kingdom of darkness tries so hard to
keep us out of heaven’s Holy of Holies, or at least to keep us from
moving into all of God’'s purposes for us there. The truths in this
appendix further reveal this battle. It can deepen our appreciation of
the way we are to live (Chapter 11), the opportunity to receive life and
help provide life (Chapters 7, 10), the warnings (Chapter 9), and the

encouragements for us (Chapter 8).
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