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FILLING IN THE BASIC PICTURE WITH THIS SUPPLEMENT

This Supplement is designed for those who have read or are
reading God’s Just Judgment of a Nation, which is called “the book” in
this Supplement. The book gives a basic picture of what God calls His
people to do to save a nation and move it into the great future that He
gives to any nation that joins itself to Christ Jesus as His disciple. The
U.S. is normally used to illustrate the principles. The book covers the
main points that are most likely to be needed now or in the near future,
but omits or condenses many relevant points in order to provide a
clearer and simpler basic picture. My goals for this Supplement are to
fill in parts of the picture that | omitted, and to give a fuller Scriptural
foundation for some parts of the basic picture. | intend to keep the
entire Supplement as a free PDF file and Preview at www.lulu.com.

Most of the 12 appendices fill in or add to the basic picture. Each
appendix can be vitally important to some readers but unimportant to
others. Each appendix is written to cover its topic from the Bible with
its own perspective, and the references to the book, another appendix,
or chapter supplement are included to help readers integrate the idea
into the whole picture. Therefore a reader should be able to follow the
key ideas of an appendix without turning often to other sources (in a
few appendices | suggest that the reader turn to a book in his Bible).

The chapter supplements further discuss some main points, such
as the Joel 2 judgment, the timing for the outpouring of God’s Spirit,
and His giving the Elijah ministry to the Church in a land before its Day
of the Lord. The supplements also fill in some points from Joel that we
did not discuss much, such as how the nations separate according to

their relationship to the Lord Jesus at the consummation of the age.
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Appendix 1

APPLYING AMOS TO NATIONS TODAY

In Chapters 3, 7, 14 we examined parts of Amos as they arose in
Joel. We saw much evidence that ancient Israel in Amos served as a
historical example of a nation that refuses to repent according to the
principles of national judgment in Joel. We need an example, because
the principles are easily missed. In this appendix we consider Amos
systematically. This approach to Amos confirms how it illustrates the
principles in Joel about God’s work with nations in our day.

Because God uses Amos to illustrate Joel, He makes most of its
major lessons for nations today easy to see by simply reading Amos.
Therefore | shall state some of its major obvious applications without a
further explanation, while most of our attention will be directed toward
bringing out and explaining some major lessons that are less obvious.

| recommend that you open your Bible to Amos.

Lessons for Nations Today from 7 National Judgments in Amos 1:3-2:5

Amos 1:3-2:5 God briefly declares specific sins and pronounces
just judgments of seven ancient nations surrounding ancient Israel, the
focus of the rest of Amos and the primary example that God gives to
illustrate Joel’s principles for nations that refuse to repent.

What can this Scripture show about the judgment of nations
today? Amos 1:3-2:5 provides a part of the basis for the claim that
God has or will ultimately judge every nation on earth — while it exists
(Chapter 7). In this section we consider highlights of what Amos 1:3-

2:5 can show about nations now. | recommend that you read Amos
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1:1-2:6 in your Bible now, which tells about the seven ancient nations
and introduces Amos’ prophecy about ancient Israel’s judgment (v. 6).

Each of the eight descriptions begins: “For three transgressions of
... [nation] and for four | will not revoke its punishment.” In the first
seven God specifies a sin or sins that provoked the judgment, declares
that He will send fire that consumes specific strongholds (fortresses or
citadels) of the nation, and usually adds a few details about the
specific judgment. The devastating punishment is just (deserved):
before God specifies only one or two sins, He says that a larger
number of sins causes the punishing national judgment.

After the same beginning for ancient Israel, God uses the rest of
Amos instead of a few verses to describe its sins and judgment.
Ancient Israel is God’'s chosen example to illustrate clearly how Joel’s
general principles are worked out in nations that refuse to repent.

What in this Scripture suggests that every nation will be justly
judged? Seven is often used in the Bible to indicate completeness or
fullness. Consider this sequence in the Bible: God uses figurative
language in Joel (like locusts) to give the general pattern and
principles about judging nations before the great and awesome Day of
the Lord. Immediately after Joel He briefly pronounces a just judgment
of seven nations in Amos 1:1-2:5. Then in the next verse He begins
His extended pronouncement of judgment of ancient Israel in the same
way, but then He elaborates on Israel’s judgment in the rest of Amos.
Ancient Israel is the nation that God uses to illustrate what Joel shows
for nations that refuse God’s calls for repentance and turning to Him.

Amos 1:1-2:5 is the bridge in Scripture that connects His pattern
and principles in Joel with His example for us in Amos 2:6-9:15. The
“seven” in this bridge is a hint to me that every nation will be justly

judged before Jesus returns at the global Day of the Lord in Joel 3.
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This hint is confirmed in many ways. Consider how Joel’s pattern
harmonizes with Jesus’ Great Commission for His personal disciples to
disciple all the nations. As some people embrace Christ Jesus as their
Lord and Savior while others ignore or reject Him, nations also make
that choice. Joel 2 describes both kinds of nations and the Lord’s final
call for a land to become His own and be saved. Both kinds of national
choices in Joel 2 are consummated (brought together for a climax) in
Joel 3, where all the unrepentant nations are gathered for their own
judgment as they come against God’s people and inheritance (v. 2) —
the nation of Israel, all Gentile nations that have joined themselves to
the Lord Jesus, and individual believers in Jesus from every nation.

A nation’s just judgment must occur on earth while it exists. There
are no uncommitted nations in Joel 3: each nation is either a part of
His people and inheritance or against them. This whole pattern in Joel
consists of every nation making its ultimate decision about relating to
the Lord Jesus and gives a glimpse into the nature of each kind of just
national judgment. In this way Joel offers special insights into fulfilling
Jesus’ Great Commission for nations.

Another confirmation is the way that all of Obadiah applies to the
U.S. today and in the near future as well as near 600 BC (Apx. 2, or
my book on Obadiah, A Prophecy for the United States). Ob. 15a
says, “For the day of the Lord draws near on all the nations.” The
Day of the Lord on a nation is its just judgment — its time to be fully
accountable to God. Obadiah also shows that this just national
judgment can be devastating or a wonderful blessing (this blessing is
discussed in the book, Apx. 2, and my book on Obadiah).

Micah 1:1-2 provides still another confirmation. As discussed in
Chapter 14, this word about God’s judgment of Samaria and

Jerusalem is a witness against all the peoples and all the earth. How?
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God will ultimately hold each people and each nation fully accountable
for its sins, which justly devastates any person, people, or nation
without Jesus’ great sacrifice for the whole world.

This brings up still another confirmation that God will justly judge
every nation while it exists on earth: Will God’s justice allow Him to
justly devastate some nations (such as ancient Israel, Judah, Judea, or
Cambodia) and to not punish other nations that are as sinful? No,
every destroyed nation has been judged, and every nation that still

exists shall be judged. Every nation’s sins cause its justly shattering

punishment, which will ultimately be suffered by the Christ-rejecting
nation or by our Lord Jesus in His great sacrifice for His people.

This brings up the key difference between the just national
judgments in Amos 1:1-2:6 and nations now. In both the seven briefly
described examples of national judgments and the much more
thorough description against ancient Israel, God declared that He
would not revoke its punishment. But as emphasized repeatedly, God
gives nations in our day an opportunity to be spared in their just
national judgments. For example, you may read about 1John 2:2 and
Zech. 2:11 on book p. 13, which shows how Jesus’ sacrifice for the
whole world can give a wonderful just national judgment in our day.
But only those nations and individuals that join themselves to Christ
Jesus to become His people take advantage of His comprehensive

sacrifice so as to be saved from ultimately being justly devastated.

A footnote * at the end of this Apx. 1 shows a good way that God
may send “fire to consume strongholds” in nations today. Here we

proceed with learning from God’s example of ancient Israel.

Insights for Nations Now from the Sins of Ancient Israel

Every nation has its own combination of sins, so that some
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specific sins in ancient Israel will not necessarily be key sins in every
nation today. Nevertheless, God has chosen ancient Israel as the
example for the nations today, and so it is good for readers to consider
Israel’s sins with a view toward their own nation’s sins. The sins that
caused ancient Israel’'s judgment could well be stumbling blocks for
many modern nations.

Israel’s sins can be put into three basic groups: abusing other
people, especially the poor, helpless, needy, and righteous in Israel;
the empty, phony religion that abused God’s holiness; and Israel’s
arrogant refusal to repent from iniquity and to truly turn to God.

Amos is very clear about these sins, so that there is little need to
go into detail about the first two groups here. But ancient Israel's

refusal to repent of its sins is very instructive for any nation today. We

shall find many insights in this appendix.

Amos’ Clear Illustration of Joel about a Nation that Refuses to Repent

Remember (Chapter 3) how Amos 4:6-11 helps us to understand
Joel 1: Amos 4 is one of the Scriptures corresponding to the season of
Joel 1 of a land, and all of them helped us to consider the nature of this
season of afflictions instead of focusing only on physical locusts.

Amos 4 especially helps us to see that the nation is stubbornly
refusing to repent and turn to God in the Joel 1 season of afflictions.
After indicating afflictions on the people of Israel, God concludes five
times, “Yet you have not returned to Me.” This demonstrates how God
repeatedly calls people to repent in this Joel 1 season, but in this case
(our example Israel) they refuse to repent or even hear Him. Therefore
God tells the people in Amos 4:12: “Prepare to meet your God.”

The description of the afflictions in Amos 4:6-11 is set up by a

series of nine questions asked in Amos 3. For example, v. 6 asks: “If a
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trumpet is blown in a city, will not the people tremble? If a calamity
occurs in a city, has not the Lord done it?” These questions help the

people of Israel and believers now to realize that such afflictions did

not happen by chance: life without God caused them, because the
nation had stubbornly refused to repent and turn to Him. If people do
not like their situation, then they should present their case to Him.

What?? People are often offended by this idea in Amos 3:6, but
that prejudice can keep someone from understanding the shakings in
Amos 4 and Joel 1. If they turn to Him, then He will show that they will
get devastated if they insist on mere justice (as in Luke 13:1-5), but
also that they can be saved by receiving the forgiveness in Jesus.

We saw (book p. 74 in Chapter 8) that Amos 5:15 provides a
useful confirmation of another principle in Joel. The uncertainty in Joel
2:14, “Who knows whether He will not turn and relent?”, is again
expressed in ancient Israel's final call to repentance in Amos 5:15:
“Perhaps the Lord God of hosts may be gracious to the remnant of
Joseph.” On the same page, we saw that Jonah 3:9 further confirms
this conclusion for this same situation. The sure promise of 2Chron.
7:13-14 is no longer available to a land at its final call to national

repentance in Joel 2: the season for the sure promise has passed.

Amos’ lllustration of Joel’s Day of the Lord on a Nation

We have also seen (Chapter 7) how the bear-and-snake analogy
in Amos 5:19 helps us to understand the Joel 2 judgment of darkness.
V. 19 enables us to see the two-fold nature of the curse more clearly
than anything in Joel, and both have been primary features in the
practical outworking of this judgment in the last 70 years. Although we
have good reasons from Joel itself to not interpret Joel 2:2-11 as

referring to the army of believers (Chapter 7 Supplement), many
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believers do, and so Amos 5:19 helps us to avoid this error.

Amos 5:18 and 20 also reinforce the connection between Amos
5:19 and the Joel 2 judgment of darkness on the nation’s Day of the
Lord (Chapters 7, 14). Indeed, | used the way that Amos illustrated the
principles in Joel to introduce the Scriptural meaning of “the Day of the
Lord on an individual nation”. After a brief review, let us see how Amos
5:17-20 leads into the rest of Amos: it shows what His people — His
representatives — did to cause the Day of the Lord to be devastating,
and shows how their lives on earth were justly devastated.

7“And in all the vineyards there is wailing, because I shall pass
through the midst of you,” says the Lord. '8Alas, you who are
longing for the day of the Lord, for what purpose will the day of
the Lord be to you? It will be darkness and not light; "°as when a
man flees from a lion, and a bear meets him, or goes home, leans
his hand against the wall, and a snake bites him. 2°Will not the day

of the Lord be darkness instead of light, even gloom with no
brightness in it? (Amos 5:17-20)

Notice that the Lord says, “/ shall pass through the midst of you”,
and immediately describes the dark Day of the Lord coming on ancient
Israel. This was not fulfilled on ancient Israel by His coming visibly or
physically, but by His coming spiritually to hold Israel fully accountable
for unresolved sins throughout its history when the nation rejected Him
at this pivotal time. His coming spiritually established the awful national
judgment of darkness that this Scripture calls “the Day of the Lord”.

Indeed, this meaning of the Day of the Lord fits into the timing of
God’s promise to pour out His Spirit on all mankind after a nation’s
final call to repentance and before the great and awesome Day of the
Lord comes to the nation (Joel 2:28-31, as discussed in Chapter 10).
If the people are prepared so that they recognize and receive Him at
this pivotal point, the nation joins itself to Jesus and becomes a part of

His people, and He pays the just penalty for the nation’s sins. If the
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nation rejects Him in His holy justice by ignoring Him or worse, then
the nation also rejects His sacrifice and must pay its own just penalty,
which devastates the nation even like ancient Israel.

This “Day of the Lord” on an individual land also fits into the
description in Micah 1 (Chapter 14). In Micah 1 the Lord comes from
His holy temple to judge two unrepentant nations for sinfulness and

sins that had been getting ripe throughout their history.
Alas for Many Christians on Their Nation’s Day of the Lord

The only people “who are longing for the day of the Lord” are
those who thought they were in good standing with Him. In Amos 5:18
God tells them, “Alas”. He goes on to show that this Day of the Lord
on the unrepentant nation would be an awful darkness and gloom
instead of brightness and light. This should shock us!

Christians cannot look to the Day of the Lord for a personal
escape, or use their longing for Jesus’ return to substitute for obeying
His voice to serve Him and others. This service helps the land to
repent and turn to Him. A grievous national judgment awaits every
unrepentant nation before He returns, but Christians can save their
land. The Day of the Lord on an individual nation is merely a just

judgment when God makes the nation fully accountable.

Today there is much work to do in unrepentant nations that
approach their Days of the Lord, even as there was in ancient Israel.
Their outward religion without real repentance deceived only

themselves. God was angry about the idolatry of His people in the

land, and also angry at those of His people who casually accepted this

idolatry, injustice, and unrighteousness (Amos 5:21-27). Therefore

Amos 6:1a says, “Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those

who feel secure in the mountain of Samaria.”
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Then God shows that His judgment on the Day of the Lord comes
especially on those who ignored this problem while lavishing

themselves with luxuries: Consider Amos 6:3-7:

Do you put off the day of calamity, and would you bring near the
seat of violence? Those who recline on beds of ivory and sprawl on
their couches, and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the
stall, who improvise to the sound of the harp, and like David have
composed songs for themselves, who drink wine from sacrificial
bowls while they anoint themselves with the finest of oils, yet they
have not grieved over the ruin of Joseph. Therefore they will now
go into exile at the head of the exiles, and the sprawlers’
banqueting will pass away. (Amos 6:3-7)

Christians who work to serve themselves luxuriously in the midst

of the great idolatry and iniquity in their nation deceive themselves.

They need to re-examine themselves and what God is saying to them.
For one thing, God calls His people corporately to prepare the way for
Him as the time approaches for His coming to the land in His holy
justice — the nation’s Day of the Lord — so that the nation corporately
receives Him instead of ignoring or rejecting Him.

Most of the people in ancient Israel were not shocked by the
“Alas” and did not seek the Lord nor grieve over the ruin of Joseph.
Therefore they went into exile at the head of the exiles. Likewise, the
Day of the Lord on China, for example, was very tough on almost
everyone in China, but especially on the Christians there.

Zeph. 1 agrees with this picture from Amos. Consider v. 14-15:

"“Near is the great day of the Lord, near and coming very
quickly; listen, the day of the Lord! In it the warrior cries out
bitterly. 7°A day of wrath is that day, a day of trouble and distress,
a day of destruction and desolation, a day of darkness and
gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness. (Zeph. 1:14-15)

The context of v. 14-15 emphasizes that this judgment specifically

affects His stagnant and complacent people. Consider v. 12 and 4-7a:
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And it will come about in that time that | will search Jerusalem with
lamps, and | will punish the men who are stagnant in spirit, who
say in their hearts, “The Lord will not do good or evil!” (v. 12)

“So | will stretch out My hand against...those who have turned
back from following the Lord, and those who have not sought
the Lord or inquired of Him.” Be silent before the Lord God! For
the day of the Lord is near. (v. 4, 6-7a)

The Nation’s Ultimate Rejection of God’s Call to Repentance

Ancient Israel’s authoritative rejection of its last call to repentance
is shown in Amos 7 and describes a potential development in the U.S.
and many other nations now. Amos’ intercession had saved the nation
from destructive just judgments, but the time came when God declared
that He would judge all who were not upright in Israel (v. 1-9).
Amaziah was the religious authority representing the Lord in Bethel,
which was where the king lived and which means “house of God”.

While the land was in great idolatry, influential Amaziah
repudiated God’s call to repentance through Amos. Amaziah was
trying to provide a sanctuary for the king (Amos 7:13). A sanctuary
from what? The context makes it clear that Amaziah wanted this to be

a place of refuge from being challenged by the living word of God.

Surely King Jeroboam did not resist his efforts, because he did evil in
the sight of the Lord and practiced Israel’s idolatry (2Kings 14:24).
Amos 7:17 shows that Amaziah’s success brought an awful judgment
on himself and his family, but also ensured that Israel would receive its
awful national judgment. Up to this point God’s many pronouncements
of judgment were really warnings that could have stimulated
repentance (as we see from Jer. 18:7-8 in Chapter 8).

In nations today there are many respected religious leaders who
call themselves Christians while they bless idolatry, deny the authority

of the word of God, and fight against repentance and turning to the
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God of the Bible. In this way they make idolatry respectable and
confuse those who do not know what the God of the Bible is saying.

This example can show us that even though we do need unity in
the Church in order to bring about national repentance — we need a
good corporate response to God — we should also realize that there
are some highly influential “tares” who call themselves Christians, but
who fight vigorously and insidiously against the repentance that God
wants now from the nation and its people (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43). For
example, leaders in many denominations falsely assure people that
the U.S. does not have a vital need to align itself now with God’s word
in the Bible, because the tares really do not believe the Bible.

| shall add my conclusion from 2Chron. 7:13-14 and elsewhere:
although people who falsely profess to be Christians are a major

problem in nations today, it will be overcome if only the true Christians

in a land do what God says in the season of v. 13. As we saw on book

p. 113-114, on the day that God is preparing (Mal. 4:1-3), God will give
His believers works to do to distinguish them from those who falsely
claim His name (like He gave Jesus revealing works to do — John 5:36

— and like the signs and wonders in Acts authenticated His apostles).

The Fulfillment of the National Judgment on Ancient Israel

Amos 8:1-9:10, 2Kings 15-17, and 2Chron. 30:1-12 are the
primary Scriptures showing the fulfillment of this judgment of darkness
on ancient Israel. We can see the nature of this “bear and snake”
judgment in Chapter 7 and its Supplement (7), and so here | shall add
only a few comments.

God makes an interesting comment at the end of Amos 9:3: “I will
command the serpent and it will bite them.” This Hebrew word for

serpent is the one translated as snake in Amos 5:19 and serpent in the
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Garden of Eden, which Rev. 12:9 identifies to be the devil and Satan.

Amos 8:9 emphasizes the spiritual or figurative darkness in the

national judgment by saying: “And it will come about in that day,’
declares the Lord God, ‘that | shall make the sun go down at noon
and make the earth dark in broad daylight.””

For this time of national judgment, Amos 8:11-12 says:

“Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord God, “when | will send
a famine on the land, not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, but
rather for hearing the words of the Lord. And people will stagger
from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east; they will go to
and fro to seek the word of the Lord, but they will not find it.”

V. 11 has often been quoted for spiritually famished people in the
USSR, China, and Eastern Europe; and it is entirely appropriate. The
worst part of their tragedy has not been the oppression and economic
deprivation — bad as they are — but the decades of imposed starvation
for the word of God, which gives eternal life and hope. This Scripture
clearly fits the nations that are already under this dark judgment —
including the Islamic nations — and will surely develop in any other
nation that continues to arrogantly reject God’s word.

Now a long time under the oppressive judgment of darkness and
spiritual famine does not automatically lead to a national repentance
and turning to God, but often instead to a spiritual hardness in which
only some individuals get rescued. 2Chron. 30:1-12 records how
decades of life under the bear and the snake affected ancient Israel.
Very shortly before Assyria came and took the final remnant of ancient
Israel into exile, King Hezekiah of Judah sent them an invitation to the
Passover that he was celebrating. Look at this gracious invitation in v.

6-9 and the hardened response in v. 10-11:

“O sons of Israel, return to the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel, that He may return to those of you who escaped and are left
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from the hand of the kings of Assyria....°For if you return to the Lord,
your brothers and your sons will find compassion before those who
led them captive, and will return to this land. For the Lord your God
is gracious and compassionate, and will not turn His face away from
you if you return to Him.” °So the couriers passed from city to city
through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh, and as far as
Zebulun, but they laughed them to scorn, and mocked them.
Nevertheless some men of Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun
humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem. (2Chron. 30:6b-11)

Notice that those who came had an excellent opportunity to stay in
the place where they found spiritual life in the Lord. Humble people
who were seeking the Lord and righteousness could find repentant
Judah far more like home than their idolatrous homeland. They may
have been spared the torturous final siege and annihilation of ancient
Israel, which began within two years.

In contrast to ancient Israel, Judah provides a positive example of
a national repentance after a national judgment. Ezra and Nehemiah
show that the remnant returning from their exile in Babylon were much
more sensitive to God’s word and law than those before the exile, and

Haggai 2 shows God'’s blessing of them early in their repentance.

A Conclusion to Apx. 1 about Amos and Nations Today

In this appendix the word in Amos has shaped our discussion on
how it applies to nations today. This approach has added applications
to modern nations as well as provided a meaningful context for the
parts of Amos that we used to illustrate the principles of Joel. We can
more fully appreciate how God uses the book of Amos to confirm and

illustrate the principles in the book of Joel about nations today.

* (from p. 8): All seven brief pronouncements of judgment in Amos 1-2
say that God will send fire to consume citadels in the nation (other
translations of “citadels” include fortresses, strongholds, and palaces).
The primary meaning of “fire” in this context is a just national judgment
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that consumes the judged nation and people — including their leaders’
most secured forts. But there may be a healthy way that God sends
“fire to consume fortresses” in nations today. Consider the fortresses
or strongholds of evil thoughts and attitudes that the evil forces of
darkness have established in individuals and groups of people, as Paul
describes in 2Cor. 10:4-6:

For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely
powerful for the destruction of fortresses [strongholds]. We are
destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the
knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the
obedience of Christ, and we are ready to punish all disobedience
whenever your obedience is complete.

| believe the fire that consumes specific fortresses in a nation can refer
to the bringing down of established strongholds that work against God
and His purposes for good in people. Relevant examples are Egypt’s
ten plagues at the time of Moses — each of which exposed the
emptiness of a specific major idol of the Egyptian people — and the
judgment of the church of Laodicea, which clearly had strongholds that
kept the people from seeing the life in Jesus. Consider these excerpts
from His prophecy to this lukewarm church in Rev. 3:14-21:

...I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire... and eye
salve to anoint your eyes, that you may see. Those whom I love, |
reprove and discipline; be zealous, therefore, and repent. Behold,
| stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and
opens the door, | will come in to him, and will dine with him, and
he with Me. He who overcomes....

If this refining fire is allowed to work before the national judgment, then
this fire could help produce the repentance and turning to God that
provides a wonderful just national judgment for nations in Christ Jesus.
Or if a devastating judgment comes, then its fire could help the
survivors by bringing down the established strongholds in a land,
which were able to withstand all of the weaker attacks against them.
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Appendix 2

OBADIAH: GOD’S SPECIAL INVITATION
TO “CHRISTIAN” NATIONS TODAY

In Joel through Jonah God provides a remarkable package for
believers about nations in our day. Joel gives the whole pattern and
general principles for every nation, but this comes through some
figurative language like locusts.

But God does not leave us to our own interpretations of what He
means. He shows that every nation ultimately faces its just national
judgment in Amos 1-2 (p. 5-8 in Apx. 1). In the rest of Amos He
provides ancient lIsrael to illustrate how the principles of Joel are
worked out for nations that refuse to repent before its devastating
national judgment (Apx. 1). He also provides Nineveh in Jonah as an
example to illustrate the principles of Joel for a nation that turned to
God and avoided the devastating judgment (Chapter 8).

Sandwiched between the positive and negative historical
examples of responses to the Joel 2 call to repentance is the little book
of Obadiah. It is directed to those nations today that have received a
partly Judeo-Christian foundation and heritage from past generations.
Much of Obadiah uniquely fits the United States among nations today.
This word to nations now is partly veiled, but with hindsight it is simple
and fits precisely into the pattern of Joel.

In Apx. 2 we consider only highlights and major conclusions from
Obadiah. Their basis, other applications, and more explanation are

given in my book, A Prophecy for the United States (see p. 211).
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Ancient Edom and “Modern Edoms”
Ob. 1 says that Obadiah is “concerning Edom”. The man Obadiah
spoke about ancient Edom, but what he said is evidence that God

inspired Obadiah to express his words so that they also address

certain nations today. Every verse in Obadiah fits the U.S. now or in a

plausible “near future”: v. 3b-9 are specific for the U.S., and the rest of

Obadiah applies to all nations with a partly Judeo-Christian heritage

and foundation from past generations, which | call “modern Edoms”.

There is an extensive and meaningful analogy between ancient
Edom and modern Edoms, which includes corresponding national
foundations, heritages, characteristics, and development up to the time
when the prophecy applies. This is shown in Chapter 2 of the Obadiah
book (its Preview is free), but is too much to include here. Neither can
we show the description of the ongoing, upcoming crisis involving

Israel, their neighbors, and modern Edoms (3 chapters in that book).
Vital Warnings of Iniquity, Deceptions, and the U.S. National Judgment

As in Amos 1-6 and Jonah, God’s warnings in Obadiah are given
as pronouncements of judgment with no “if’ in sight. Jer. 18:7-8
(Chapter 8) shows that the “if” is there: if a modern Edom repents, then
God will relent of a judgment that even He had spoken.

In Ob. 3a the Lord says to Edom: “The arrogance of your heart

has deceived you.” This reveals the underlying iniquity of each

modern Edom: arrogance is a pride, presumption, and lack of fear of
God, which cause a self-exaltation that defies Him. Arrogance causes

a nation to despise God’s word of truth and reject His ways of living, so

that it is easy for the devil to deceive the land.
Obadiah reveals three key areas of deception. An unrepentant

U.S. will be terribly deceived about an ambush, about Israel and its
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God, and into becoming like a “stranger and foreigner” to the true God
and His people of promise. The latter two warnings are in v. 11 (p. 23)
and apply to all modern Edoms.

The rest of Ob. 3-4 reveals the origin and ultimate outcome of the
national arrogance, which specifically fits the U.S. out of all modern
Edoms. Ob. 5-6 shows the horror if the U.S. does not repent: the
picture describes what happened in nations like Ethiopia, Cambodia,
and Afghanistan. Ob. 7-9 specifies key features in the U.S. global
foreign policy that began in the 1940s, and here we consider one of

them: the ambush if the U.S. refuses to repent. V. 7 proclaims:

...the men at peace with you will deceive you and overpower
you. They who eat your bread will set an ambush for you. (There
is no understanding in him.)

Those at peace with us deceiving and overpowering us could refer

to many possible sources, such as China, our arrogant news media

establishment, and the mainstream of Hollywood. Here let us consider
clues from the Bible that this may refer to a great surprise from Russia,
because our study of the Minor Prophets equips us to appreciate this.

First, notice that the U.S. has been one of the most notable
suppliers of grain for bread of all time. This includes to Europe after
World War Il, to China, to the USSR (Russia), and elsewhere.

Joel 2:20 calls the potential instrument of judgment, “the northern
army” (Chapter 7). And in God’s main example for nations today,
Amos 5:19 calls the national instrument of judgment on the
unrepentant nation a “bear”. The bear is a national symbol of Russia.

Russia has served as a crushing instrument of national judgment
on many nations in the last century, even as Assyria did at the time of
Amos. Also, the U.S. could easily call Russia “the northern army”.

The situation in Jer. 37 captures the heart of what is happening
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today involving the U.S. and its potential instrument of judgment. God
was near the end of calling Jerusalem to repent. Nebuchadnezzar of
Babylon (the Chaldeans) served as His instrument to judge many
nations near 600 BC. Babylon was given great strength to be this
instrument, but did not need its great strength to ransack a Jerusalem
and Judah that refused to repent. In Jer. 37 Babylon lifted its siege of
Jerusalem, and during this time the Lord told them:
Thus says the Lord, “Do not deceive yourselves, saying, ‘The
Chaldeans will surely go away from us,’ for they will not go. For
even if you had defeated the entire army of Chaldeans who were
fighting against you, and there were only wounded men left among

them, each man in his tent, they would rise up and burn this city
with fire.” (Jer. 37:9-10)

It is this way in the ambush by God’s instruments of national
judgment in our day. Russia does not need its great power to judge a
U.S. that refuses to repent at God’s final callings. In Ob. 4 the Lord
declares that even if we set our nest among the stars (notice our pride
in our mighty space achievements), from there He will bring us down.
Russia could spring quite an ambush on the U.S. soon.

An effective ambush can include real progress. For example,
Amos 8:11-12 describes the famine for the word of God in Russia, and
He is now meeting the spiritual needs of many people — progress that
will not be wiped out by a subsequent persecution. Some people in
the U.S. can help people in Russia to make real progress: this is good,
but is no substitute for repenting of our national arrogance.

A successful ambush will not be fully confirmed before it happens.
And remember: Russia is only one “likely” source of the ambush, but a
list of reasonable sources is too long for our purposes here. If we stay
arrogant, then we shall be deceived about this ambush — no matter

who does it. Truly receiving Jesus is our only national escape.
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Warnings of Sins and Deceptions to all Modern Edoms

All of Obadiah after v. 9 applies to the U.S. and all other modern
Edoms. V. 10-11 warn modern Edoms against being deceived by their
arrogance (p. 20-21) in their crucial relationships with Israel and God:

"Because of violence to your brother Jacob, you will be covered
with shame, and you will be cut off forever. "On the day that you
stood aloof, on the day that strangers carried off his wealth, and

foreigners entered his gate and cast lots for Jerusalem — you too
were as one of them.

Every modern Edom commits other sins, but Ob. 10 shows that

God establishes violence to our brother nation from Jacob as the basis

for our permanent destruction. Indeed, violence to Israel by a modern
Edom would be a result of its arrogant rejection of God and His word in
the Bible. Qil in anti-Zionist nations can make Israel a valid test of any

modern Edom’s heart-attitude toward and working relationship with the

Lord in our day, even before Israel comes to truly know Him through its
Messiah, Jesus. This test comes especially in the three issues that
Ob. 11 specifies: the possession of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, the
West Bank settlements (you could consider the meaning of “entering
the gate” on p. 25-26), and how to divide up Jerusalem are issues in
Ob. 11 that have been a focus of world attention for decades.

Once again, the emphasis here is to see what Obadiah can show
us about modern Edoms. The basis for these conclusions about Israel
is given further in Chapters 6-8 and Appendix 5 of A Prophecy for the
United States (its PDF file is free at www.lulu.com under james tarter).

A tiny comment at the end of Ob. 11 is the third key area of
deceiving modern Edoms: “You too were as one of them.” “You” is
the modern Edom, and “them” are the “strangers and foreigners” who
are carrying out the aggressions of v. 11 against the nation from

Jacob. Notice that the primary aggressors against this nation in our
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day are Islamic-Arabic nations, which have been strongly helped by
atheistic-communistic nations, including especially the USSR.

Eph. 2:12 identifies key features of ancient Gentiles: “..excluded
from the commonwealth of Israel [foreigners], and strangers to the

covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the

world.” The aggressors today do not know the true God nor His

covenants that are based on His promises to believers and to the

descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob — truly strangers. They are

also foreigners, not directly related to God’s people of promise, and
excluded from their inheritance unless they join themselves to Jesus.
In fact, these strangers and foreigners have had their Judeo-Christian
foundation and heritage systematically wiped out in their past. The Joel
2 judgment of darkness accurately describes their great loss.

In v. 11 the Edom is somehow as a stranger or foreigner while
differing in their relationships with Israel. How are they alike? Notice
what secular humanism, at its spiritual core, has sought to do in the
U.S.: get God out of public life; establish practices alien to the God of
the Bible (abortion, homosexuality, promiscuity, pornography...) in the
names of choice, rights, and free speech; erase the Judeo-Christian
foundation and heritage from our nation; and make it very hard for
people to come to know the living, true God. In short, secular
humanism has sought and seeks to get the U.S. to become as a

stranger and foreigner to God and to His people of promise. The U.S.

is not a stranger or foreigner, but is tempted now to become like one.
This is the war raging in the U.S. and other modern Edoms now:
each is being brought to the point where it must choose between
Biblical Christianity and secular humanism. The choice for Biblical
Christianity is not merely returning certain standards to the culture, but

the nation joins itself to the Lord Jesus as His national disciple.
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The choice to become as a stranger and foreigner is caused by

deceiving arrogance and leads to the sins that Ob. 12-14 describes:

Do not gloat over your brother’s day, the day of his misfortune. And
do not rejoice over the sons of Judah in the day of their destruction;
yes, do not boast in the day of their distress. Do not enter the gate
of My people in the day of their disaster. Yes, you, do not gloat
over their calamity in the day of their disaster. And do not loot their
wealth in the day of their disaster. And do not stand at the fork of
the road to cut down their fugitives; and do not imprison their
survivors in the day of their distress. (Ob. 12-14)

Here is the awful progression. In v. 11 the modern Edom is
standing aloof from Jacob when strangers and foreigners attack it, but
also has arrogantly become “as” one of them. V. 12 warns against
developing attitudes against the sons of Judah. V. 13 warns the Edom
against executing its own aggressions against the Lord’s people with
this negative attitude. Then v. 14 warns the Edom against slaughtering
fugitives and imprisoning survivors of His people, who are desperately
fleeing from malicious enemies.

Therefore Ob. 11 to 14 shows a progressive deterioration of the
Edom, which also takes it further away from ever repenting in practice
for its salvation. This is because Satan is strengthening his deceptions
and footholds in the nation.

Nazi Germany is a recent example of v. 12-14. Arrogance helped
Germans to form a bad attitude against the sons of Jacob. It got worse
as the Nazi government persecuted them, and arrogance also moved
the nation into further evil actions and eventually pitiless violence
against the Lord’s people — both Jews and committed Christians.

Ob. 13 is amazingly appropriate for the U.S. and other modern
Edoms, because it reveals the foundation for future actions that Satan
has been laying in these nations for decades. “Do not enter the gate

of My people” becomes more alive by realizing that the gate was the
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seat of government of an ancient sovereign people — the normal
meeting place of leaders for government business. When foreigners
“‘entered the gate” of a sovereign people like Jerusalem of Judah, the
foreigners exercised authority over matters (the choice of king, tribute
or taxes, etc.) which normally were within the sovereign jurisdiction of
the violated government. Both 2Kings 23:31-35 and 24:10-17 show
this takeover of authority as they record how first Egypt and then
Babylon “entered the gate” of Judah near 600 BC.

When God warns Edom in Ob. 13, “Do not enter the gate of My
people”, He warns modern Edoms to not join the foreigners as they
gather against Israel in the aggressions of Ob. 11 (Jacob’s wealth and
possessions, etc.). But the warning goes beyond that, because God’s
people also include genuine Christians. Modern Edoms must not
establish secular authority over matters that should lie within the
sovereignty of church government. But many governments in the U.S.
are increasingly trying to restrict evangelism for Jesus and restrict free
speech from the Bible on hot topics like homosexuality.

Edoms such as the U.S. are warned against committing these
aggressions against His people, but a more practical use of this
warning now is to alert Christians about this scheme of Satan. Then
we can recognize the real issue behind such attempts and can know to
resist them with the wisdom and power that God supplies. For
example, “we who are spiritual” are not to abandon the issues of
government into the hands of the professional politicians, but are to
contribute to our government as our Lord leads.

This warning can also help believers realize that God is not calling
for us to create a state Church of our own if we do get the power to do
it. Both history and human nature tell us that if a national government

requires something as little as an oath for public office that “I believe in
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God”, then many unregenerate hearts would speak the right words in
order to get tangible success. Can a government help a church? A
Church working by the Spirit in faith does not need government help,
but the freedom to do God’s works without government interference is
a blessing. A Church working without Him needs to repent and get His

power instead of support from a government. Indeed, establishing a

state Church in any nation has always led to a loss of true spirituality in
both the favored group and the whole nation.

Now v. 13 warns Edom against two of the three aggressions in v.
11: against looting the wealth and entering the gate of the Lord’s
people, but not against casting lots for Jerusalem. Ob. 11 shows
Edom now: standing aloof from brother Jacob and becoming as a
stranger or foreigner, which aptly describe what all modern Edoms are
doing now (but many have also already developed negative attitudes
that v. 12 describes). In contrast, Ob. 13 shows that a modern Edom
which refuses to repent will move from standing aloof into the two
aggressions against both Israel and the Lord’s people.

Notice the omitted aggression in v. 13. Every unrepentant modern
Edom really does not desire Jerusalem for itself, and this is unlikely to
change in such thoroughly secularized nations: they do not need a

warning about this. This is a custom fit for all modern Edoms, showing

one of the many ways God inspired Obadiah to say precisely what
applies to modern Edoms. V. 11, 13, and all of Obadiah say exactly
the things that the U.S. or other modern Edoms need to hear and also
omit warnings that do not apply to modern Edoms.

Now the pitiless atrocities in v. 14 lead to a just devastation of
unrepentant modern Edoms. V. 15 proclaims and v. 16-18 elaborate

on God'’s just judgment of such Edoms:
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5“For the day of the Lord draws near on all the nations. As you
have done, it will be done to you. Your dealings will return on
your own head. 'Because just as you drank on My holy mountain,
all the nations will drink continually. They will drink and swallow,
and become as _if they had never existed. '’But on Mount Zion
there will be those who escape, and it will be holy. And the house
of Jacob will possess their possessions. "8Then the house of Jacob
will be a fire and the house of Joseph a flame; but the house of
Esau will be as stubble. And they will set them on fire and consume
them, so that there will be no survivor of the house of Esau,” for
the Lord has spoken. (Ob. 15-18)

The devastation of an unrepentant Edom in this Scripture is clear.

The Alternative: Life and the Blessing in Jesus for the U.S.

The good news in Obadiah is that Ob. 15-21 has a dual meaning:
one of devastation for unrepentant Edoms, and one of blessing for
repentant modern Edoms. Notice that the judgment in v. 15 is merely
just: “As you have done, it will be done to you.” It is the sinful deeds
on the Edom’s record that make this time of accountability to God so
devastating. But Jesus paid the just price for the sins of the whole
world (1John 2:2, book p. 13 in Chapter 2), which means that any
nation as well as any individual that becomes a part of His people can
have its sin debt wiped clean.

Ob. 16 goes further. How does a nation “become as if it had never
existed” in a good way? It is very much like a person “dies” in a good
way in baptism (Rom. 6:1-11, etc.). Consider a good way to fulfill v. 16.

As with a person joined to Jesus, His blood severs a repentant
Edom from its sinful past that would otherwise shape its present and
future: His blood pays the just price for past national sins and breaks
their power to further corrupt the people. In our day each repentant
nation will be severely tested. One test is its faithfulness to Israel

when powerful international forces demand that every nation join them
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against Israel. As a repentant Edom “walks by faith” in the newness of
life in the Lord Jesus through such testing, God transforms the nation
so completely that the nation of today will become as if it had never
existed. The sins characteristic of the nation will become only history
and a memory, because they would no longer be practiced or affecting
people. This is “the blessing” of Joel 2 for a repentant modern Edom,
a national disciple of Jesus (Chapters 8-9).

We can see God’s justice and blessing in Ob. 15-16 more fully in
Apx. 4 as we understand a nation’s “generational iniquity” (p. 44-56).

Here let us see how Ob. 21 reveals the key to releasing this
blessing to a modern Edom. V. 21 says: “The deliverers will ascend
Mount Zion to judge the mountain of Esau, and the kingdom will be
the Lord’s.” The practical meaning of this conditional promise can be
clear when we see how the terms in Ob. 21 fit modern Edoms.

The deliverers are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, who are the
only people qualified to come into His holy throne room. Mt. Zion is
the Mt. Zion of Heb. 12:22-24 and Micah 4:1-3a: the Lord’s holy throne
room in heaven. From there He sends forth His law and renders
decisions for mighty nations. Judge means to govern: good examples
for the meaning of the Hebrew word for judge are the Judges of
ancient Israel, who were deliverers and government leaders instead of
mere rulers in court cases. The mountain of Esau is the modern
Edom’s government, which arose out of its partly Judeo-Christian
foundation and usually because of it. (The meanings of Mt. Zion and
“mountain” of Esau are shown from Scriptures in Apx. 5, and their use
in Obadiah is discussed on p. 92-98).

These meanings in Ob. 21 can show how a modern Edom is
delivered from its underlying iniquity (arrogance), its fatal sin (betraying

brother Jacob), and the consequent destructive judgment. Believers in
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Jesus ascend into the Lord’s holy throne room on Mt. Zion in heaven,

which is before His face. There they “govern the government” of the

modern Edom by intercession, so that it will become the Lord’s with

Jesus being its King in practice. This makes an Edom a kingdom,

regardless of the form of its visible government.

This intercession before God on Mt. Zion is the “pray and seek My
face” of 2Chron. 7:14. This requires holiness and is the key missing
ingredient for Christians in prosperous modern Edoms: we have so
many distractions from seeking His face. V. 14 and Ob. 21 together
can show that if these actions are fulfilled in any Edom before its
judgment, then the other ones in v. 14 will also be fulfilled, and then

the Edom will be delivered and will become the Lord’s possession.

In this section we have seen highlights of the ways that the last
part of Obadiah can reveal great blessings for the U.S. or any modern
Edom that repents and joins itself to Christ Jesus. We can also see
that we used other Scriptures to provide insights that reveal these
blessings in Obadiah, and they all fit neatly into the whole picture from
the Minor Prophets and the Bible.

But is there further confirmation of this word in Obadiah to bless
modern Edoms? Yes, the next Scripture in the Bible and a meaningful
part of Obadiah’s context is Jonah, where one of the most wicked
nations repented according to the principles of Joel 2. The grave
warning in Ob. 1-18 is built on the judgment in Amos, and the hope in

Ob. 15-21 is confirmed by God’s example in Jonah (p. 34 in Apx. 3).

Modern Edoms in the Parable of the Wedding Feast

“For the day of the Lord draws near on all the nations” (Ob. 15a).
This was an important characteristic of the time near 600 BC, and we

have seen many indications about how important this is to the nations



Obadiah: God’s Word to the U.S. and Other Modern Edoms 31

of the world since about 1940. Every nation decides for or against
discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ before He returns at the
consummation of the Age in Joel 3. One choice is for life and the
blessing under God in Joel 2, and the other causes the awful Joel 2
judgment of darkness under the devil. (This consummation is
considered further in Apx. 10).

This choice of nations today for or against Jesus is shown in the
parable of the Wedding Feast in Matt. 22:1-14. This is a well-known
Scripture, and so instead of examining it here, | ask you to read it
afresh, and | shall merely state my conclusions. Many people declined
the king’s invitation to the wedding feast for his son. At first all were
unwilling to come, but with a later invitation many mistreated or killed
the inviters while others continued to ignore it. The king slew the
murderers and did not let the other rejecters in with the new guests.

This parable shows the privileged calling, natural attitudes (that is,
attitudes not affected by faith in God), natural responses, and the
consequent judgment of unrepentant modern Edoms among the
nations in our day.

As Jesus’ return draws near, God gives Gentile nations a special
grace to join themselves to Him by faith. Like Judea at the time of
Jesus, His word and ways have had many generations to take root in a
modern Edom. Like Judea, God gives modern Edoms the first

opportunity and responsibility among nations today to receive the

“‘wedding feast” that God provides for His chosen nations. Like Judea,
an unrepentant Edom would not be bothered or distracted from its way
by His invitation — people in the U.S. now tend to stumble in this way.
Some modern Edoms will even persecute and kill God’s servants who
bring His invitation to these Edoms — because it includes repentance —

but this is primarily a future development described in Ob. 13.
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Both this parable and Ob. 16 show that God will give other nations

an opportunity to receive the blessing of national discipleship to the
Lord Jesus, which unrepentant modern Edoms had arrogantly
disdained and refused for their own destruction. Both Scriptures
convince me that before Jesus returns, the U.S. and other modern
Edoms will experience years of either an awful devastation or the

blessings for repentant nations in Jesus.
A Conclusion to the Application of Obadiah to Nations Today

In this appendix we have seen highlights of the ways that Obadiah
can apply to the U.S. and other nations today with a partly Judeo-
Christian heritage and foundation from past generations. We can see
how Obadiah’s message fits neatly into the four-book sequence of Joel
through Jonah in the Bible. This message provides a perspective of
the real issues facing the U.S. and its believers in our day — especially
repenting from our arrogance that leads to our choice to become like a
stranger or foreigner to God and to His people of promise, which
includes the nation of Israel. Obadiah also helps us to see once again
that believers here need to bring our nation to join itself to our Lord
Jesus Christ. Obadiah reveals many specific insights into preparing
the people in our land to make this life-giving decision for our nation.

Moreover, while the focus of this appendix on Obadiah and of the
book God’s Just Judgment of a Nation has been especially on the
U.S., we again see how this word in the Minor Prophets applies to
many specific nations now. Indeed, Ob. 3a and 10-21 is a custom fit
for all nations in our day with a partly Judeo-Christian foundation from
past generations, which | have called “modern Edoms”. Ob. 3b-9 is so
specific to the U.S. since the 1940s that it is rare for a statement in v.

3b-9 to apply to another modern Edom.
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Appendix 3

GOD ARRANGED THE MINOR PROPHETS
AS A UNIT FOR NATIONS TODAY

In Chapters 3, 6-10, and Apx. 1-2, we repeatedly saw how tightly
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, and Jonah fit together to provide a coherent
picture of nations in this time before the climactic return of the Lord
Jesus. This picture is consistent with the whole Bible, and has been
and is being worked out before our eyes for over 60 years.

These four books were arranged in ancient times, so that this is
not human wisdom about our time, but is surely a perspective from
God. (If anyone doubts His inspiration of the Bible, this prophetic unit
for our day is one more piece of evidence that He inspired not only the
contents of the books, but their arrangement in the Bible as well.)

God also made all twelve books of the Minor Prophets into a unit
that gives a coherent message for nations and their Christians in our
day. One brief summary of this unit is that it elaborates on Jesus’
Great Commission. We can know how much God wants believers
today to appreciate what the Minor Prophets show about the Great
Commission, because He arranged this whole section of the Bible to
provide this message that is being worked out now so specifically.

In this appendix we briefly review how the first 5 books fit together.
Then we consider the basic nature of the contributions to this picture

from the other 7 books.
The 12 Minor Prophets Forming a Coherent Unit About Nations Today

Locusts were devastating the land at the beginning of Joel.
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HOSEA shows the real source of this devastating invasion of locusts:

spiritual unfaithfulness by God’s people and the resulting unrepented

national sinfulness. JOEL gives the general principles and whole

pattern of God’s work with nations now as whole units from that point
onward by using figurative language. Then AMOS gives an explicit

example of how Joel is fulfilled for unrepentant nations, and JONAH

gives it for repentant nations. OBADIAH is aptly located between Amos

and Jonah and applies to modern nations with a partly Judeo-Christian
foundation and heritage from past generations, which includes the U.S.
The grave warning in the first part of Obadiah is built on the example in
Amos, and the hope for repentance in the last part of Obadiah is
confirmed by the example of Nineveh in Jonah.

Then MICAH proclaims the Lord’s coming — both from Bethlehem
(Micah 5:2) and from His holy temple to a nation for its just judgment
(Micah 1:1-5, as we see in Chapter 14, book p. 119-121). Micah shows
that the sin and rebellion of His people cause a devastating judgment
on a land when He visits it in His holy justice. Without using the term
“Day of the Lord”, Micah 1:1-5 provides a good functional definition for
the Day of the Lord on an individual land: the judgment produced by
His coming in holy justice to make the land fully accountable to Him.
He provides two examples in Micah 1 for nations today, and they both
lacked the fruits of repentance and faith. This is a clear warning to
nations today, and He tells them to listen and pay attention (v. 2).

Now Micah’s location in the Minor Prophets separates the two
prophecies about Nineveh, so that the sequence of Jonah, Micah, and
NAHUM gives a message for modern nations. Nahum shows the
destruction of Nineveh about one hundred fifty years after Jonah. This
sequence provides modern nations a balance of two truths: (1) the

restoration of a land by the repentance in Joel or Jonah is a major
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reversal of the movement of the land to its devastation, and (2) this
repentance must be more than temporary if the land is to stay saved
after its salvation.

HABAKKUK shows a general principle in Scripture: God raises up
a fierce, ruthless nation to be an instrument of judgment against a
seemingly “less evil” nation that has refused to repent by the time of its
ultimate call to repentance. Examples of this Scriptural principle in our
day include Poland, Cambodia, etc. God’s justice in this principle
surprises many people, even as Habakkuk was surprised, and so we
consider the justice in this principle in Apx. 4. Habakkuk also shows
another general principle: how individuals can live and spiritually
prosper even when their nation comes under the Joel 2 judgment of
darkness. The answer is faith, which includes faithfulness.

ZEPHANIAH gives another description of a nation’s Day of the
Lord (Chapter 14, p. 13-14 in Apx. 1) on Judah that thoroughly agrees
with the national judgments of Joel 2 and Amos 5:19. Zephaniah
confirms a theme in Amos 4-7 that can make believers uncomfortable:
this judgment comes especially on the unrepentant sinners of the
Lord’s people. Zephaniah also reinforces Habakkuk’s second principle
by showing that a nation or individuals who have sought the Lord in
humble righteousness might be hidden in the day of the Lord’s anger.
Zephaniah ends with a description of nations at peace with one
another and with the Lord, the King of Israel. As in Joel 3, this
blessing comes after nations are gathered to receive the burning anger
of the Lord. Therefore Zephaniah confirms and adds to the picture
from Joel for Christians about modern nations.

The messages of Haggai and Zechariah give much further insight
into God’s constructive work on earth today. HAGGAI represents this

constructive work collectively as “rebuilding the Lord’s temple”.
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This construction is to begin when many of the Lord’s people are
saying that the time has not yet come for this work (Haggai 1:2). For
an application today, many Christians put Eph. 4:12-16 only after the
Rapture: before then the Body of Christ — God’s temple today — will not
be matured or perfected like v. 12-16 show. This Scripture shows that

the Body of Christ will grow and build itself up until it manifests all

aspects of Christ Jesus, even while its parts are rejecting doctrines
that would toss them here and there: mankind’s sinful nature is still at
work. Clearly this growth must occur before the Rapture, and our
contributions to this constructive work before then are crucial.

Haggai also shows that this constructive work will take place in
God’s people when the world is being greatly shaken. This describes
the situation on earth today as His people and many nations are often
thwarted in their diligent efforts to serve themselves well, and as other
nations are shaken in Joel 1 or fall under the Joel 2 national judgment.

Then ZECHARIAH says more about “building the Lord’s temple”
by using symbolism — especially including the role of Jesus as Priest
and King in this construction. Zech. 2:11 and its context show that
many nations will join themselves to the Lord in our day and will
become His people: this discipleship of nations is a major constructive
work to be done at this time. Zechariah also prophesies the judgment
and the ultimate restoration of the nation of Israel, plus God’s judgment
of all the Gentile nations that gather against “Judah” and “Jerusalem”
(see Apx. 12 about Zech. 12:1-10). The ultimate judgment of the
Gentile nations will occur at the very consummation of the Age of the
Gentiles, as Joel 3 and Zeph. 3 describe.

God’s “priests” in a Gentile land are its genuine Christians (book
p. 21-22 in Chapter 3). In MALACHI God concludes this unit for

nations now in the Minor Prophets by giving a message to especially
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His priests. He shows the priests many basic principles, including

what His priests should be doing — which would prepare a land for His

coming to it — and what His priests have actually been doing in an

unprepared land with a long-established Church. The priests’ failure to
respect God in their lives caused people who did not know Him to
ignore Him in practice, because they assumed that God would not hold
them accountable. In turn, the ignoring of God by many people
produced the sins of Mal. 2-3 (treacheries, arrogance, etc.) that are so
common in “post-Christian lands”.

All of this is discussed from Malachi in Chapters 11-12.

The end of Malachi proclaims and briefly describes the “Elijah
ministry” that prepares the way of the Lord, which His corporate people
in a land must fulfill before He comes to it in His holy justice. God
comes first to His unfit and unprepared people, and will prepare them
with refining for the special day that He is preparing. In turn, they will
prepare the people in the land to receive the Lord Jesus when He
visits it in His holy justice.

This “cure” through His people is discussed in Chapter 13.

The next thing in the Christian Bible is the coming of the Lord
Jesus to the nation of Judea in Matthew, which specifically
emphasizes His role as the King of the Jews — the nation of Judea.

Malachi also applies to His second coming to the whole earth, but
the basic message of Malachi and this whole unit of the Minor
Prophets is especially about the way that God comes to individual

Gentile nations in His holy justice in these years leading up to His

return to the whole earth. God will receive and fully restore the
repentant land that has been prepared by the Holy Spirit through its
priests. But He also warns that if the hearts of the fathers and children

are not turned to each other, then He is apt to strike the land with a
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curse, which is the Joel 2 judgment of darkness. The relationship of
the fathers and their children is an especially vulnerable part of His
pattern for the family at this time, and this is a major part of the Elijah

ministry to prepare a land for God’s coming to it in His holy justice.

Consider one more feature about the Minor Prophets as a unit,
which can help believers recognize the nature of a prophet's message
for us. The lack of dates for six Minor Prophets, a problem for learning
by the historical method, occurs in two kinds of prophecies. Obadiah,
Jonah, and Nahum concern ancient Gentile nations and are not dated.
Every other undated book — Joel, Habakkuk, and Malachi — provides

general principles for the way that God works with nations and their

Christians now, so that their dates are not needed to see essential

meanings for nations now. In contrast, the six dated books contribute
to these basic principles especially by showing His work in historical
situations, so that their dates are very helpful for rightly applying those
Scriptures today.

| conclude that God is very careful to inspire each prophet to date

his book or not date it.

These glimpses into each book of the Minor Prophets in this
appendix can help us see that God has carefully arranged and

preserved His word to speak to Christians about nations today.
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Appendix 4

JUSTICE TO ALL AND MERCY TO MANY
IN GOD’S WAY TO JUDGE NATIONS

In this appendix we consider how God’s way to judge nations is
totally just. Remember that the “Day of the Lord” on a land is its time

to be fully accountable to God for its sins that it had never resolved

before Him: this is merely a just judgment! But the unresolved sins of
many generations come on especially one generation. We hear God
is just, but many people may deeply believe that His judgment of whole
nations is unjust if we do not examine it further. Understanding how

God can be just to everyone and merciful to many can remove some

reasonable doubts people may have about His surprising approach to

national judgment. Let us first see God’s great care for each one of His

people in His way to judge nations. Starting on p. 44 we see how God

is merciful to judge a nation generations after many of its sins.

God'’s Great Care for Each Person in Sweeping National Judgments

There is enough cruelty and killing in national judgments to make
everything seem to be out of control (consider Nazi Germany, Stalin’s
USSR, etc.). With so much unjustified trauma and murder, it is hard to
believe and impossible to see that God is carefully just to everyone.
But the unseen eternity is far more important than the visible events in
one’s personal life. God has eternity to make things just and right for
each person, but a nation must be justly judged when it exists.

Unless we see things from God’s complete, eternal perspective, a

national judgment looks like an indiscriminate solution for a problem.
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We need to embrace God’s assurances that it is not — He is carefully
providing for each person through physical death or through a longer
life on earth. For example, consider the well known Corrie ten Boom
family in Nazi Germany: at the right time Corrie was delivered to live
longer on earth, and Betsy and other family members were delivered
through death into the next phase of their eternal life.

Indeed, our just God will be totally just to every person and nation,

but each one earns a just devastation. Jesus’ great sacrifice frees

God to justly add mercy to judgments: He Himself paid the full penalty

for the sins of His people, so that they can be rescued justly.

God’s Scriptures about national judgment consistently contain
concise or veiled comments that show His great care and provision for
each one of His people while He makes a just decision on the nation
as a whole unit. We saw (Chapter 10) that His promise to deliver
anyone who calls on Him (Joel 2:32) lies in the context of the Joel 2
national judgment. In another example, God promises that when He
shakes the house of Jacob among the nations in judgment, “not a
kernel will fall to the ground” (Amos 9:9).

Zech. 12:1-10 shows much about the judgment of nations in our
day and is examined in Apx. 12. In a subtle way, v. 1 reveals God’s
priority to take care of each one of His people: “..Thus declares the
Lord who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth,
and forms the spirit of man within him.”

In the context of national judgments, God proclaims three of His
great works in one sentence. He stretches out the heavens, which can
remind us that His works are immeasurably greater than the whole
earth. He lays the foundation of the earth, which shows His special
interest in the earth as a part of His creation as well as reminds us of

His foundation for sovereignly judging whole nations. He also forms
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the spirit of man within him — not them. This shows the astonishing

value that He places on His vital eternal work in each individual of His

people, because He mentions this work along beside His work with all
the earth and stretching out the whole spiritual and material universe.

By showing the extraordinary value God places on His work in an
individual, Zech. 12:1 can assure us that He truly provides each
person in the “Israel of God” — whose spirit is made alive in Jesus —
with whatever is just and good along with and through His global
corporate decisions about whole nations. In deciding what is truly
good for someone, God looks foremost to eternal work, which will be
around long after the pains of national judgment cease.

In prophecies about the deliverance or else devastation of whole
nations, He consistently brings up His saving work with each of His
people. Only God can make fully just decisions on both levels at the
same time, as Peter illustrates with his examples of Noah and Lot in
2Peter 2:5-9. V.9 says: “then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly

from temptation and to keep the unrighteous under punishment...”

God’s Stunning Instrument of Judgment on Unrepentant Nations

Habakkuk shows that God would raise up idolatrous Babylon to
judge a seemingly more righteous Judah that had refused its full
opportunity to repent. As shown on p. 38, Habakkuk’s lack of a date
suggests that this is a general principle in Scripture about God’s
judgment of many unrepentant nations. In Habakkuk God confirms
and explains His use of a “bear nation” (Amos 5:19, Chapter 7) to
judge a nation that is fleeing from Him. This helps us to recognize the
role of Assyria against ancient Israel, Rome against Judea near 70
A.D., and the government of the USSR against many nations in our

day. Here let us consider the justice in God’s solution.
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Hab. 1:1-4 shows that Judah had a serious sin problem. When
hearing this solution for it, Habakkuk questioned why God would judge
sinful Judah by a much more sinful nation. Why doesn’t He favor the
less sinful nation? God does not answer this, but shows that sinners
are ruining their future by their sins and will be judged justly.

God’s way to judge a nation is built on unmentioned truths that are
often overlooked when we see awful sinfulness. God fully calls some
nations to turn to Him before He fully calls others, so that each nation
must repent by the time He appoints for the land — when it has had its

full opportunity to repent. The judged land may reject its opportunity to

repent by God’s grace — the most devastating sin — while the ruthless
national instrument of judgment has not yet had its full opportunity to
repent. In this way the ruthless nation is not as guilty.

Notice that God exercises justice on individuals in this way. Each
person must repent by a time that God sets for him only, lest he die
without Jesus while many “more wicked” people continue to live.
Afterward, some respond to their opportunities to repent, so that they
receive Jesus and are saved. The key is not the overt actions, but

what a person does with God’s grace to repent and turn to Him.

Likewise, Judah needed to respond to God before Babylon
exhausted its opportunity to repent, and Israel before Assyria, and
Judea before Rome, and Hungary before the USSR in the 1950s, and
the U.S. before Russia or China.... The crucial point for any nation is

to receive God’s call for its own repentance — instead of placing its

confidence in “not being as bad as its enemy”.

God can do a constructive work in a devastating national judgment
beyond redeeming individuals: this judgment can set up His work to
build His corporate people, the Church. The bear and snake try to

systematically wipe out all Judeo-Christian foundation from the land,
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but this was fatally flawed and did not improve as needed during the
less hostile conditions before the judgment. As God warns the church
in Laodicea (Rev. 3), He spits out the unrepentant corrupted church
and saves only individuals in it. Out of this remnant can come a
glorious church, which will grow up in all aspects into the fullness of
Christ Jesus before He returns (Eph. 4:11-16, Chapter 4).

How to Live Through a National Judgment by the Bear

“...the righteous [“the just” in the King James Version] will live by
his faith” (Hab. 2:4). Real “faith” includes faithfulness or dependability,
the primary thrust of this Hebrew word. This principle in Habakkuk is
so general that it applies any time (Rom. 1:17, Gal. 3:11), but it has
even more meaning during the great chaos produced when the Joel 2
judgment comes on a land. Efforts to save one’s life will lose it, but
losing it for Christ can preserve it. In contrast to this life, the rest of
Hab. 2 shows the devastation of “the proud one”, who is not humble.

Zephaniah'’s counsel for before the Day of the Lord came to Judah

fits into this general principle in Habbakuk for believers:

Seek the Lord, all you humble of the earth who have carried out
His ordinances; seek righteousness, seek humility. Perhaps you
will be hidden in the day of the Lord’s anger. (Zeph. 2:3)

Seeking God and righteousness with humble faith and faithfulness
before judgment comes might hide the land from His anger — avert the
just national devastation. But even if a nation gets justly devastated,
this is God’s way for anyone to live in Him through that chaos.

For example, there were some in ancient Israel and Judah who
took the Lord God seriously when their nation was rejecting Him, even
as many believers do now. As shown in 2Chron. 30:1-12 (p. 16-17 in
Apx. 1), God provided Hezekiah’s Passover for this remnant in ancient

Israel shortly before Assyria came to carry the remainder of Israel into
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exiled slavery. Humble people in ancient Israel who were deeply
seeking the Lord and righteousness could find repentant Judah far
more like home than their homeland: many would stay in Judah and
miss Assyria’s siege that would come within a few years and horribly

finish off ancient Israel as a nation.
Just Mercy in Personal or National Sins Judged Generations Later

A generational iniquity is one kind of curse. In Hebrew, a curse is
a reversal or absence of a rightful or blessed state. An iniquity is a

twist or a bent in a person’s or a nation’s nature that makes it easier or

more natural to sin, which can produce a just curse. First let us see

God’s just mercy in working with generational iniquity of individuals.

Then we can appreciate His just mercy in His work with nations.
God’s nature is to be totally just within each person’s eternity: He

is so just that He suffered great pain to be fully just to all when He

generously adds love in Christ. Rom. 2:4-6 shows that God will justly

judge everyone within his/her eternity for his/her deeds:

Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance
and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to
repentance? But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant
heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render
tfo each person according to his deeds. (Rom. 2:4-6)

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness,
but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to
come to repentance. (2Peter 3:9)

Notice that God judges sins — not iniquity, which merely helps to
cause sins. He will fully judge everyone, but His full judgment is often
long after the sin in order to allow repentance and life. In fact, this
“slow” judgment is the way any person gets an opportunity for eternal

life: all children of Adam and Eve were born after their sin and before



Justice and Mercy in Judging Nations Centuries aftera Sin 45

they died from their sin. And if God held some of my other ancestors
fully accountable for deadly sins soon after they were committed, then
surely their early deaths would likewise have prevented my birth and
opportunity for life in Christ.

Sins have consequences or curses that must be resolved justly.

What surprises many is that guilt from sins and blessings can continue

for generations without the full just judgment of a deadly sin, so that
many live instead of never being born. One generation after another
might reject their opportunities for the life that Christ won for us, but
then someone fully resolves it for oneself and his/her descendants.
How? 1John 2:2 shows that Jesus paid the just penalty for the sins of

the whole world, so that anyone in Him can fully resolve them:

"My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may
not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous; ?and He Himself is the propitiation for
our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.

God will make a fully just judgment of everyone within eternity. In
doing this, He knows every person perfectly, including his/her unique

starting and end points, capacities, opportunities, advantages, and

responses to His grace in Jesus. Blessings and unresolved sins do

pass through generations, giving people in them an opportunity to live

and repent before God makes His full just judgment if a sin does stay

unresolved. Ex. 34:6-7 and Heb. 7:9-10 clearly show a descendant’s

coupling with and participation in a deed of an ancestor:

Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord,
the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in lovingkindness and truth; “'who keeps lovingkindness
for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet
He will by no means leave the gquilty unpunished, visiting the
iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to
the third and fourth generations.” (Ex. 34:6-7)
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And, so to speak, through Abraham even Levi, who received tithes,
paid tithes, for he was still in the loins of his father [Abraham,
three generations earlier] when Melchizedek met him. (Heb. 7:9-10)

Notice that Ex. 34:6-7 and Heb. 7 show generational blessing as

much as generational iniquity. Often a blessing is hidden or corrupted
by the curses until they are removed. A less Biblical term for this easily
observed generational influence is a “legacy”: a dictionary definition of

“legacy” is something that comes from an ancestor or predecessor.

The progression of an iniquity from David to his son Solomon is an
example of unresolved iniquity getting passed from one generation to
the next. King David was a man after God’s heart and also with a sin
and a weakness or iniquity: he took many wives for himself despite
God’s explicit law telling kings to not do that (Deut. 17:17). Then David
saw Bathsheba and sinned with her. As you know, he repented later.

King Solomon began his reign with a heart for God and God’s
people, and God gave him great wisdom and knowledge (1Kings 3:3-
14). But later he moved into a sin that turned him away from God and
His ways with no repentance. Solomon disobeyed God by marrying
idolatrous women, let them entice his heart away from God, supported
their idolatry, and steadfastly refused His correction (1Kings 11:1-12).
Solomon also lost his heart for God’s people (1Kings 12:4, 10-11).
This sin developed despite Solomon’s wisdom and previous heart for
God and His people.

We see that David’s iniquity was not Solomon’s awful sin, but was
a moral weakness that grew into Solomon’s sin, because Solomon had
refused to resolve his iniquity before it manifested as his own sin. He
had inherited blessings and also this iniquity that he needed to resolve.

Matt 23:29-36 shows how an unresolved generational iniquity can

grow into producing deadly sins without our realizing it:
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29Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the
tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous,
3%and say, “If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we
would not have been partners with them in shedding the blood of
the prophets.” 3'So you testify against yourselves, that you are
sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32Fill up, then, the
measure of the guilt of your fathers. 33You serpents, you brood of
vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell? 34Therefore,
behold, | am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes;
some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will
scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city, *°so
that upon you may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed
on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah,
the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple
and the altar. 36Truly | say to you, all these things will come upon
this generation. (Matt 23:29-36)

In John 8:37-44 Jesus shows that we become sons of the one we

truly follow (in John 8, it was the devil). We inherit blessings and

iniquities from those we truly follow in addition to physical parents.

“This generation” in Matt. 23:29-36 did not personally murder Abel or
Zechariah, but had joined the murderers of the righteous in their heart-

attitude and thereby had their iniquity while also denying the truth that

they had it: therefore they could not resolve it. In fact, Cain personally

murdered Abel, a sin set up by Cain’s refusal to handle his iniquity:

6Then the Lord said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your
countenance fallen? 7“If you do well, will not your countenance be
lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door;
and its desire is for you, but you must master it.” 8Cain told Abel
his brother. And it came about when they were in the field, that Cain
rose up against Abel his brother and killed him. (Gen 4:6-8)

What a description (v. 7) of Cain’s iniquity that led to his sin! V.7
also vividly describes the iniquity of “this generation” (Matt. 23:36) that

led to their sin like Cain’s. By denying and refusing to resolve their own

iniquity, it eventually manifested in them and caused their punishment

for their own sins.
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Just Mercy in the Iniquity of a Nation Spanning Generations: Judea

God’s time to judge a nation might challenge our natural sense of
justice more than anything else, because national judgments come
generations after many of the sins are committed, and severely afflict
people who personally did not do them. But God justly judges each
person regardless of whether his nation is blessed or cursed. With

either national judgment, God will surely be just to each person and

nation of every generation — but this includes unseen eternal futures

for people and may take many centuries to complete for a nation.

The scribes’ and Pharisees’ iniquity in Matt. 23:29-36 (p. 47) grew
into Judea’s national sin. In our discussion here consider v. 29-36 and
the rest of the previous section’s discussion about personal iniquity.

The guilt of past generations of a nation is stored up without a full

judgment until the sins are either resolved in Jesus, or else one

generation of the unrepentant nation pays the full penalty for the
unresolved sins. Normally a nation’s sinful past is a strong influence in
shaping the health of the nation’s current culture, but this deadly
tendency gets broken if the nation truly turns to Jesus.

Jesus’ sacrifice frees God to add mercy to justice, which is what

God does when He judges nations for sins spanning generations. The
Lord Jesus paid the full price for the sins of the whole world (1John 2:2
on p. 45). Therefore God can justly clean the sin-record for any nation

or person that joins to Him: He is free to be both just and generous to

the undeserving. God can justly withhold judging a nation for its sins

for generations, giving it an opportunity to repent and justly resolve the
sins by Jesus’ sacrifice, but also allowing the iniquity to ripen if the
people do not repent. He can justly delay executing the penalty to a

sinful nation until it has its full opportunity to repent and turn to Him. If

a nation turns, then it can live because Jesus paid its shattering
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penalty. If the nation does not turn to Him, then it pays the shattering
penalty when the time for the full national judgment comes.

God generously gives opportunities for undeserving people and
nations to receive mercy, but God allows individuals and nations to
reject His grace for life, go their own way, not get their sins resolved,
and so pay the penalty themselves. We shall see many reasons from

the Bible to expect that people in the generation facing the ultimate

consequences for its nation’s sins may also be given the greatest
opportunity to repent and be saved. That generation might not be

more wicked in its deeds than previous generations; but the previous

ones could not reject God’s grace like the people in the accountable

generation, because God’s Spirit is poured out on all of the people in
the land shortly before the Day of the Lord comes to it (Joel 2:28-31,
Chapter 10).

God’s way to judge nations, which puts a special responsibility on

the generation of His visitation to repent or else face far greater

consequences, is merciful even to the accountable generation. Rom.
2:4-6 and 2Peter 3:9 (p. 44) show that God may extend His mercy far

longer than is sensible to us in order that people may receive their full
opportunity to repent and be saved. If God were to justly judge a
nation before that time, then many or most people in the accountable

generation would have never lived at all, having been destroyed

through the premature death of their ancestors. Such mercy is easily

seen in the example of Judea (p. 47): many there did receive life.
The Generational Iniquity in Practice in Ancient Israel and Judah

Now one might reasonably think that this word to the generation of
Judea is not for others: it rejected Jesus in His flesh, which no other
nation has done or could do. Also, the Greek word for generation may

mean “kind” and not refer to the lifetimes of people. These possibilities
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are made unlikely by the fact that God often judged one generation of

a Biblical nation generations after its continued, unresolved sins.

The Bible best describes the national judgments of ancient Israel
and Judah, and so they best show the build-up of sins for generations
until one generation of each nation was devastated for these sins. In
both ancient Israel and Judah, the curses of disobedience in Deut. 28-

30 were worked out over many generations instead of a few years.

This is the generational iniquity (= sinful legacy, p. 46) in practice.
2Kings 17:1-23 clearly summarizes ancient Israel’s generational

iniquity or sinful legacy. Beginning with the judgment that destroyed

the nation, v. 1-23 trace ancient Israel's unrepented sins from its first

king, Jeroboam, throughout its history up to the resulting judgment of

exiled slavery and national annihilation. Notice especially v. 7 and 21-
23 (v. 21b-23 are discussed further on p. 60):

’In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea the son of Elah
became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned nine years. 2He
did evil in the sight of the Lord, only not as the kings of Israel who
were before him. 3Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against
him, and Hoshea became his servant and paid him tribute. “But the
king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea, who had sent
messengers to So king of Egypt and had offered no tribute to the
king of Assyria, as he had done year by year; so the king of Assyria
shut him up and bound him in prison. °Then the king of Assyria
invaded the whole land and went up to Samaria and besieged it
three years. °6In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria
captured Samaria and carried Israel away into exile to Assyria, and
settled them in Halah and Habor, on the river of Gozan, and in the
cities of the Medes.

"Now this came about because the sons of Israel had sinned
against the Lord their God, who had brought them up from the land
of Egypt from under the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and they
had feared other gods 8and walked in the customs of the nations
whom the Lord had driven out before the sons of Israel, and in the
customs of the kings of Israel which they had introduced. °The
sons of Israel did things secretly which were not right against the
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Lord their God. Moreover, they built for themselves high places in
all their towns, from watchtower to fortified city. '°They set for
themselves sacred pillars and Asherim on every high hill and under
every green tree, "'and there they burned incense on all the high
places as the nations did which the Lord had carried away to exile
before them; and they did evil things provoking the Lord. '°They
served idols, concerning which the Lord had said to them, “You
shall not do this thing.” '3Yet the Lord warned Israel and Judah
through all His prophets and every seer, saying, “Turn from your
evil ways and keep My commandments, My statutes according to
all the law which | commanded your fathers, and which | sent to you
through My servants the prophets.” *However, they did not listen,
but stiffened their neck like their fathers, who did not believe in
the Lord their God. '5They rejected His statutes and His covenant
which He made with their fathers and His warnings with which He
warned them. And they followed vanity and became vain, and
went after the nations which surrounded them, concerning which
the Lord had commanded them not to do like them. 1They forsook
all the commandments of the Lord their God and made for
themselves molten images, even two calves, and made an Asherah
and worshiped all the host of heaven and served Baal. "Then they
made their sons and their daughters pass through the fire, and
practiced divination and enchantments, and sold themselves to do
evil in the sight of the Lord, provoking Him.

'8So the Lord was very angry with Israel and removed them from
His sight; none was left except the tribe of Judah. °Also Judah did
not keep the commandments of the Lord their God, but walked in
the customs which Israel had introduced. 2°The Lord rejected all
the descendants of Israel and afflicted them and gave them into the
hand of plunderers, until He had cast them out of His sight.

2"When He had torn Israel from the house of David, they made
Jeroboam the son of Nebat king. Then Jeroboam drove Israel
away from following the Lord and made them commit a great sin.
22The sons of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he
did; they did not depart from them until the Lord removed Israel
from His sight, as He spoke through all His servants the prophets.
23S0 Israel was carried away into exile from their own land to
Assyria until this day.

Notice that the sins that caused ancient Israel’s total destruction

began hundreds of years earlier and were never forsaken, but instead
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ripened. This is an unresolved national iniquity at work.

2Kings 23:25-27 shows that Judah’s devastation was irreversibly

provoked by the sins of Judah under Manasseh over 40 years earlier:

25And before him [Josiah] there was no king like him who turned to
the Lord with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his might,
according to the law of Moses; nor did any like him arise after him.
26However, the Lord did not turn from the fierceness of His great
wrath with which His anger burned against Judah, because of all
the provocations with which Manasseh had provoked Him. 2’And
the Lord said, “I will remove Judah also from My sight, as | have
removed Israel. And I will cast off Jerusalem, this city which | have
chosen, and the temple of which | said, ‘My name shall be there.”

The people of Judah never really repented with good King Josiah:

they quickly returned to unfaithfulness and idolatry after he died (Jer.

34 and 42-44 are examples of the sinfulness of the judged generation).
The iniquity sown under Manasseh was not resolved, but was getting

ripe in hearts even while good King Josiah limited its expression.

The pattern Jesus shows in Matt. 23:29-36 was followed precisely
in each nation. National annihilation was withheld from ancient Israel

and Judah until a generation received the full penalty. This generation

continued in the sinfulness of the previous generations at the crucial
time when the Lord visited each nation in His holy justice for the Day of

the Lord of that nation: its time to be fully accountable to God.
The Generational Iniquity at Work in Many Other Ancient Nations

Gen. 15:13-16 shows that God was going to allow the iniquity of
Egypt and the Canaanite nations to develop and ripen for 400 years.
Then He would judge a generation of all those nations:

And God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants
will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be

enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. But | will also judge
the nation whom they will serve; and afterward they will come out
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with many possessions. And as for you, you shall go to your
fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. Then in the
fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the
Amorite is not yet complete.”

The Canaanite nations’ unresolved iniquity became a sinful legacy.

Every Canaanite nation was judged for it.

Jer. 25:15-38 and Ob. 15 (Apx. 2) show that all nations near 500-
600 BC had a Day of the Lord, when the penalty for each nation’s sins
was executed against a specific generation. Amos 1-2 mentions
national sins and sinfulness that provoked fiery national judgments on
seven nations surrounding ancient Israel, and then goes into much
more detail about Israel in the rest of Amos (Apx. 1). Over 100 years
after Amos, Jer. 46-49 expounds on the judgment of five of these
nations and adds a few more nations. Nineveh (Assyria) is another
notable example in Jonah, Nahum, and lsaiah.

The recorded national judgment of Babylon confirms key features
of the sinful legacy. Babylon greatly prospered until it was suddenly
destroyed about 50-70 years after Nebuchadnezzar had conquered
Judah. God pronounces Babylon’s judgment and its cause in Jer. 51:

v. 34-35 cite Nebuchadnezzar’s devouring and shedding the blood of

Jerusalem. V. 24 and 49a confirm this cause:

“But I will repay Babylon and all the inhabitants of Chaldea for all their
evil that they have done in Zion before your eyes,” declares the Lord.
(v. 24)

Indeed, Babylon is to fall for the slain of Israel. (v. 49a)

Dan. 5:18-30 and Jer. 50-51 show how Babylon continued to

mock and persecute Jews and profane their God and ignore His

manifestations. Then a new generation of this idolatrous nation was

destroyed for all of Babylon’s sins.
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The Dark Day of the Lord on Nations Now

In Chapter 1 we saw many examples of nations in the 1900s that
have had a Joel 2 or Amos 5:19 judgment of darkness under atheistic
communism, when other nations were coming under the darkness of

Islam. In Chapter 7 | also stated that every nation today has its own

Day of the Lord (this conclusion is justified best in Apx. 1, p. 6-8).

God'’s Blessed Day of the Lord Judgment on Nations Now

| have repeatedly emphasized that this Day of the Lord is only a
just judgment, and God gives nations a blessed alternative to being
devastated on its Day of the Lord. In this section we consider Ob. 15-

16: it shows how God totally removes a nation’s generational iniquity

or sinful legacy in the blessed alternative that He gives nations today.

To appreciate how Ob. 15-16 applies to nations now, realize these
conclusions from my book on Obadiah (highlights are in Apx. 2, p. 19-
32): (1) all of Obadiah fits the U.S. in remarkably specific ways within
the last few decades and/or in a reasonably projected near future; and
(2) Ob. 10-21 fits all nations now with a partly Judeo-Christian
foundation from past generations. Now consider Ob. 15-16:

SFor the day of the Lord draws near on all the nations. As you
have done, it will be done to you. Your dealings will return on your
own head. '%Because just as you drank on My holy mountain, all

the nations will drink continually. They will drink and swallow, and
become as if they had never existed.

The first part of v. 15 is one of the many reasons convincing me
that every nation in our day will have its Day of the Lord. The other part
shows clearly that this is merely a just judgment. A nation today that
refuses its full opportunity to become a national disciple of the Lord
Jesus will receive the devastating Day of the Lord in Joel 2. A nation

that joins itself to Him and becomes His people (Zech. 2:11a) will be
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justly cleansed of all its sins by His sacrifice.

Indeed, in this context of the Day of the Lord drawing near on all

the nations, Ob. 16 says that all the nations will “become as if they had

never existed”. Of course, this can be fulfilled by the total destruction
of an unrepentant nation (as with ancient Edom). But God’s blessed
alternative is a completely different way for a repentant nation today to

become as if it had never existed: the nation removes its sinful legacy

by truly repenting and joining itself to Jesus, who thoroughly

transforms the nation as it faithfully walks with Him in obedience.

Consider how a sinful legacy produces death while Jesus gives
life. A nation’s generational iniquity or sinful legacy normally shapes a
nation’s future. Abuse, divorce, and other sins from selfishness and
iniquity in parents tend to cause increased sin problems in the children.
Even if given a clean record from past sins, the current generation
naturally creates its own sins and iniquity and sinful legacy.

When Jesus removes a nation’s sinful legacy, He Himself takes

the devastating just judgments due to national sins in past generations,

and through His people He helps the current generation to get to know

Him and changes their hearts. With this foundation, a discipled nation

obeys Jesus in the tough situations ahead, which transforms the nation
so thoroughly that the sinful traits characterizing it either recently or
throughout its history will be wiped out. The sinful nation will no longer
be producing its evil fruit and corrupting people like it did in its past, so
that the sinful nation will become as if it had never existed.

Therefore God has a good way for a nation in Jesus to perish, just
as baptism is a good way for believers in Jesus to die (Rom. 6:2-3). In
fact, a Scripture that reveals so much about personal baptism teaches

us by comparing it to a national baptism. 1Cor. 10:1-2 shows how the

nation of Israel was baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.
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Indeed, 1Cor. 10:1-2 clearly illustrates the contents on p.55. When
Israel went through the Red Sea, Israel was cut off from Egypt, a type
of “the world system”. In the sea God destroyed Egypt’'s army when it
came to recapture His people. He also destroys Satan’s spiritual army
when it comes to recapture a nation that joins itself to the Lord Jesus:

His blood shed for His people cuts them off from their past sins. This

shows His breaking of the powerful bondage of the nation’s sinful

legacy (generational iniquity) on the current generation: He frees the
nation to walk with our holy God. The sea also blocks it from returning
to its former slavery to sin, even as the sea blocked Israel’s return to
Egypt.

After being baptized in the sea, Israel was led through the
wilderness by the cloud, which represents the Holy Spirit. In this walk

of testing and trials, God transformed Israel into a nation that was able

to possess its promised land, which provided a testimony of the Lord to

all of the unrepentant heathen nations of Canaan (Josh. 2:9-11).
Likewise, a baptized nation today walks by faith in the newness of

life in Christ Jesus, even as baptized believers are to do (Col. 2:11-12).

As Ob. 16 shows, this walk by faith through the trials in our day will

transform the nation of today so thoroughly that it will no longer exist.

Even if a discipled nation sins, its heart for our just God causes it to
repent and seek justice, not to re-establish its sinful legacy. And as

with individuals, this provides a withess and testimony to the world.

Before the Day of the Lord comes on any nation today, God
graciously gives it its full opportunity to come to Jesus as a nation, so

that it can be cut off from its iniquity (sinful legacy) and become a part

of His people and possessions. Jesus paid the just penalty for the
nation’s sins, so that it does not need to pay again for them, and its

people can be freed to live and grow in Him.
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The U.S. Iniquity or Sinful Legacy As a Practical Example Today

The effect of a sinful legacy or iniquity, its removal, and a nation’s
thorough transformation will be less abstract if we consider how all this
works in a nation today. Here are a few sins by the U.S. so that we
see how a sinful legacy works: abusing innocent people in a national
practice of slavery, abusing Indians and nations like Mexico,
condoning abortion as a nation, and operating with a spirit of rebellion
or independence. For balance, much more can be said about whether
these are true national sins of the U.S., which also has many other
sins and good features, as do all other nations. | use the U.S. and
these sins as examples of unresolved past sins, because they are a
variety of national sins and do not require much knowledge of U.S.
history to see how they work in reality.

Guilt from such national sins has been stored up for generations
without the U.S. receiving appropriate just judgments, which would
devastate the nation and its people. Obadiah, other Minor Prophets,
and many specific developments in the U.S. show that the U.S. is near
to its Day of the Lord. Before then, God is giving the U.S. a generous
opportunity to completely wipe out its sinful legacy by Jesus’ sacrifice.
If the U.S. repents, joins itself to Him, and becomes a part of His
people as a nation (Zech 2:11), then His great blood sacrifice for His
people pays the full penalty for our nation’s sins, and the U.S. and its
people will never need to pay that horrible just penalty. The nation will
be freed from its sinful legacy in every way and be transformed so
much that it will not re-establish such practices.

But if the U.S. rejects or ignores Jesus at this critical time when
He is calling it to be His national disciple, then: (1) our own generation
would throw away our only hope for national salvation; (2) the U.S.

would keep its sinful legacy; (3) this generation would greatly add to
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the national sinfulness as the U.S. becomes like Sodom and Nazi
Germany (Ob. 11-14 shows this future for the U.S. if it fails to repent);
and (4) this generation would receive the due penalty for our many
unresolved sins in God’s just judgment (Ob. 5-6, 14-18 shows this to
be devastating). We can see this future on p. 25-28 in Apx. 2 and in
my book on Obadiah. The point here is that if the U.S. keeps its sinful
legacy (iniquity), then national sins like slavery stay unresolved, and
their just penalty will be executed on this generation that refused God’s
payment of the penalty for all of the nation’s sins.

Let us see some continuing effects of two sins in the U.S. sinful
legacy. They clearly show that the sinful legacy is not yet broken. They
also bring out features of a truly resolved national sin, which can help
us recognize when any national sin has truly been resolved.

Black fathers were often kept from carrying out their rightful role in
their families during the practice of slavery, so that their families were
often disrupted. We know that this problem is not yet fully resolved,
because black families in the U.S. are still wounded and producing
further injury. Fatherless families — a problem anywhere but especially
common in black communities in the U.S. — have produced increased
poverty, aimlessness, hopelessness, anger, and crime that afflict the
entire nation.

Mal. 4:5-6 (Chapter 13) shows that a failure to turn the hearts of
the fathers and their children to each other before the Day of the Lord
comes to the land puts it in a great danger of being struck with the
curse: the awful bear and snake judgment of darkness in Joel 2 and
Amos 5:18-20. God'’s order will be re-established in all kinds of families
in a transformed U.S., but specifically in black families.

The other example of a sin is chosen to represent a subtle past

national sin that is still operating with major effects. In this illustration |
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shall make assertions that could be both justified and challenged much
further, but this sin is not the point here. The point is that national sins
like this do exist and do affect the people of a land. Such sins must be
rooted out in the national discipleship to the Lord Jesus.

A spirit of independence or rebellion (they differ, but rebellion is
often justified by calling it independence) has operated in the land of
the U.S. for ages. Before the Europeans came, the inhabitants mostly
lived as independent tribes (unlike Europe and some other places).
Even when losing their land, they rarely united against the European
settlers. This spirit also impacted the settlers: a drive to live more
independently contributed to their special push to keep expanding.

This special drive for independence was also mightily at work in
crucial situations where it was decisively overcome. We can sense
this conflict in a famous quote at the foundation of our nation: “United
we stand, divided we fall.” The Civil War was in part a battle for some
states to become independent again — but for rebellious goals.

Our foundational heart-attitude is revealed by the name “United
States”: a “state” was a people in a land with a government that was

not subject to external control. The Preamble to the U.S. Constitution

established a national government only for carrying out the six
functions specified in the Preamble (this includes “secure the blessings
of liberty to ourselves and our posterity”). The Bill of Rights was
created to ensure that the national government would not crush the
independence of the people or the individual states.

With many more examples we can see that people in the land of
the U.S. have had an especially great drive to be “independent”, and
not all of this great drive has been evil. For example, | see many
reasons that the national rebellion and independence from England

were justified and ordained by God, just as it was for ancient Israel
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from Judah (in the next paragraph). But an evil spirit of rebellion

stealthily slipped in the people and government and continues to work

throughout the land. This spirit creates many effects, including an

unusually large amount of crime (lawlessness), an exaggerated “right
to choose”, an excessive pride in oneself, an exalted image of a “self-
made man” who becomes great without any outside help, a great
hostility toward group responsibility, and other effects like these.

How did this evil spirit slip in to establish its hold on the U.S.?
Amazingly, look at ancient Israel: the same spiritual stronghold slipped
in through its first king, Jeroboam. God clearly established his reign
over ancient Israel when it rebelled against King Rehoboam (1Kings
11:31-39), but Jeroboam did not trust God’s promise to him: he “said in
his heart” that the people would kill him and return to Judah’s king if
they went to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices in the Lord’s house (1Kings

12:26-33). Therefore he gave the people two golden calves: “It is too

much for you to go up to Jerusalem,; behold your gods, O Israel, that
brought you up from the land of Egypt’ (v. 28b, 2Kings 17:16).

What a substitute that the people casually accepted! Jeroboam

did not need it to protect his kingdom, but this established an idolatry
that the land never forsook until the nation was destroyed:
Then Jeroboam drove lIsrael away from following the Lord and
made them commit a great sin. The sons of Israel walked in all the
sins of Jeroboam which he did; they did not depart from them
until the Lord removed Israel from His sight, as He spoke through

all His servants the prophets. So Israel was carried away into exile
from their own land to Assyria until this day. (2Kings 17:21b-23)

Likewise, an evil spirit of rebellion was not needed to establish the
U.S. independence from England, but people here have let this spirit

attach itself to us and create its sinister perversions of truth and

righteousness throughout our history. This evil spirit of rebellion does
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not blindly drive us: it works to get the U.S. to accept pagan practices
of other nations and to join them in ungody ways, because that gives
Satan a greater hold on the U.S. This spirit also works to cause evil
outbreaks of rebellion while offering “solutions” that can eventually give
Satan greater power and control over the people.

God wants the U.S. to be independent in healthy ways: He wants

the U.S. to use its independence to join itself to Him despite pressures
from the world, and to help other nations to be free to make the same
healthy choice. God does not want the U.S. to join many ungodly
nations against His people Israel (Joel 3), to become like an ungodly
nation, or to establish a world order apart from Him (Psalm 2).

Again, | am discussing features in the U.S. generational iniquity or
sinful legacy in order to illustrate how such deep rooted sins from the
past are festering and causing many complex effects today, and to
show glimpses of how this nation will be very different when it truly

resolves such features of its sinful legacy. The sins and spiritual

bondage characterizing the old U.S. for so long will be broken, so that

they will no longer mar our society and afflict people: the sinful features
will not be practiced and their effects will be removed. The U.S. of
today, with our epidemic crime and other national characteristics, will
become as if it had never existed — only history and a memory.

That is what the Lord finds when He visits a repentant U.S. in His
holy justice (Chapters 10, 13-14): the past sinful nature and practices
have been utterly cleansed and removed from our nation by Jesus’
sacrifice and God’s Spirit. Where there was abuse, there is restoration
wherever possible. Our nation’s sinful past has largely shaped the
U.S. culture at all times before being joined to the Lord Jesus, but a
discipled U.S. will have its sinful legacy (generational iniquity) wiped

out in full reality.
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How a Nation Can Receive This Marvelous Deliverance

A nation today can have its sinful legacy removed and also be
transformed because of God’s abundant grace toward the nation and
by His forgiveness and power. The spiritual power of the sinful legacy
is broken by receiving Jesus’ sacrifice for His people, and He will guide
His willing people to restore what they should for the damage caused
by their sins (in practice God limits this correction of injustices, but He
may require it, especially if it helps the repentance to be real for
people). All of this transformation is worked out in God’s people of a
nation and in the nation as a whole through the obedience of faith as
they do what God calls them to do. The need is not for government
programs, but for changed hearts that change deeds.

Here are examples of what God calls the U.S. or its Church to do
in the crucial generation: to redeem and restore black families in the
Elijah ministry that God has given to the Church now (Chapter 13); to
fulfill the four actions of 2Chron. 7:14 (Chapter 5), which prepares the
U.S. for the Lord’s coming to it in His holy justice (Chapters 10-14);
and to be faithful to Israel during strong temptations and pressures
(Apx. 2, 9, and the book on Obadiah).

God’s grace for this transformation is released in specific ways
and situations for the nation by intercessors in the Lord’s holy throne
room (Ob. 21 in Apx. 2, 5, and Zech. 12:10 in Apx. 12). There they
intercede for individuals and govern their government (Apx. 2). This
includes applying Jesus’ blood for their nation’s sins, interceding for
God’s Spirit to transform people and their nation, and asking God to

bring their nation to become a part of His people and His possessions.

God'’s Special Grace to the Accountable Generation

I know that this concept of a nation’s sinful legacy or generational
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iniquity will be hard for people to accept, because it often involves guilt
from sins we did not personally commit. Like it or not, if my nation is
approaching its Day of the Lord, then | am in the generation that must
resolve my nation’s sins and iniquities throughout its history. We can
truly join ourselves to Jesus as a nation, let Him pay our full national
penalty, and be utterly transformed as we obey Him. Or we can go our
own way and thereby need to pay the just penalty for unresolved sins
in our history and for our rejection of God’s enormous grace to our
nation. This will justly wipe out our nation in a brutal enslavement.
Yes, sins and iniquity have been ripening and are now blossoming
in our nation, but Paul revealed a principle when he discussed the
increased transgression from being given the Law: “But where sin
increased, grace abounded all the more” (Rom. 5:20b). In Matt. 11:20-
24 Jesus showed how the sins and just judgment of the cities that saw
most of His miracles compared with Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom. Jesus
showed that a greater grace to repent was given along with a greater
responsibility to repent and a worse judgment for not repenting.

Consistent with this truth, in the final calls to national repentance in
both Joel 2 and Amos 5, the Bible reminds us that God is gracious.
Therefore God gives those who have a greater responsibility to

repent a greater grace to repent. As a part of this grace, God will pour

out His Spirit on all mankind in our land before the Day of the Lord
comes to our land (or any land approaching its day). Therefore the
obedience of faith from now on can produce results that cannot be
predicted from past experience (Chapter 10). We must not prematurely
give up on the repentance of our own sinful nation or any nation (Jer.
18:7-12, Chapter 8). Many Scriptures (some are in Chapter 8) show
that God does not want any person or nation to be justly devastated:

He does give a greater grace to this special generation to receive Him
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at the crucial time.

Of course, we must respond to Him. Many people and nations do
not receive Him and do get devastated. Most historical reports do not
notice revivals, but over the last 40 years | have found reports of
revivals in a few nations before their Days of the Lord. | see this as a
confirmation that God does give a nation a final opportunity to escape
the awful devastation that He wants the nation to avoid. But it and His
people there must respond to His grace, and apparently the response
by such nations was not adequate for the opportunity God gave them.

Remember that God will be completely just to every individual with

or without the judgment of his/her nation, and through Jesus’ sacrifice

He will add mercy to those who let Him, who open themselves up to
receive Him. We in the accountable generation do not have a choice
about being responsible for our nation’s sinful legacy, but we do have

other choices. By chosen actions or inaction, believers corporately

cause their nation to decisively choose Jesus or else miss its

opportunity for life; and each believer in Him has a surprisingly large
influence on what his nation ultimately chooses. And every believer in

Jesus can be blessed for eternity, regardless of his nation’s choice.
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Appendix 5

GOVERNING THE EARTH NOW FROM MT. ZION

Some of the Lord’s teachings are explicit, so that all who hear will
understand unless their hearts distort what He says. Examples are His
commandments and His desire for us to be loving, merciful, just, and
righteous. Other teachings are simple enough for anyone with an open
heart to understand, but they are given only to people who truly want
to hear what God is saying. People who read the Bible with only their
intellect can easily miss these teachings, and God does not force them
on anyone. They are consistent with what He plainly says elsewhere
in the Bible, but also go beyond that to provide valuable new insights
and perspectives to those who hear what God is saying.

Jesus’ parables are like this. God also uses terms figuratively at
times. Examples include “sleep” for physical death, “die” for denying
one’s preferences in order to do God’s will, and the “locusts” of Joel 1
(Chapter 3).

Realizing all of this, | believe that in some Scriptures God uses
mountain figuratively to refer to government. God’s government is a
kingdom and Jesus is the King. We can find much evidence for this
meaning, which enables many Scriptures about Mt. Zion and the
Lord’s holy mountain to provide useful insights to those who hear. But
God does not force these pearls on anyone. In Apx. 5 we consider key
Scriptures that open up important insights for those who deeply want
God’s government to come much more to the earth in our time. | shall

make the basis for my conclusions clear, so that you can examine it.
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Mt. Zion May Refer to the Lord’s Holy Government of the Earth Now

The meanings of “spiritual Mt. Zion” and “heavenly Jerusalem” of
Heb. 12:22-24 are so helpful for appreciating how the Minor Prophets
apply to nations today that | discussed these terms in the book’s
appendix. | have used them as they appeared in key Scriptures for us,
and have referred to this Apx. 5 for a more systematic treatment of this
whole picture. Therefore here | include the key Scriptures and ideas
about Mt. Zion and the Lord’s holy throne room in the book’s appendix,
and | add many other related Scriptures to provide a fuller foundation.

Notice the key terms and the timing in Heb. 12:22-24, which was
written to First Century believers:

But you have come to Mt. Zion and to the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, to the general
assembly and church of the first-born who are enrolled in heaven,
and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of righteous men

made perfect, and to Jesus, the Mediator of a New Covenant, and
to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.

This Scripture describes a spiritual place by using a series of
terms, each one full of meaning. The terms “general assembly” and
the “church of the first-born who are enrolled in heaven” show this as
the place for believers in Jesus to assemble before God now: people
do not go there only after dying or in the millennium. In Heb. 12 this
place is collectively called Mt. Zion as a contrast with the Mt. Sinai of
the Old Testament, which is described in v. 18-21. This mountain
does not refer to physical Mt. Zion or Jerusalem, but to a spiritual place
where believers in Jesus since New Testament times have gone while
living on earth.

Jesus confirms that this Jerusalem exists now: “..Jerusalem, for it
is the city of the great King” (Matt. 5:35); and “..the city of My God,

the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God...”
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(Rev. 3:12). Jesus spoke v. 12 1900+ years ago to a church that is no
longer on earth: this was true then, and so Jerusalem does not begin
to come to earth only after the rapture of the Church. This Mt. Zion,
this heavenly Jerusalem, is a place that believers in Jesus could go
during the last 2000 years, and at the same time is coming to earth. In
this appendix we shall see that it will come much more in our day.

God is the heart of where we go. When Heb. 12:23 describes God
in this Mt. Zion, only one of His many features is brought out: He is the
Judge of all. This is a word for the leader of a government. This single
appositive in Heb. 12:23 suggests that God’s government is a key
function done in this Mt. Zion. Yes, this “is the city of the great King”.

The use of mountain to represent government causes many
Scriptures to burst forth with fresh insights for us. Joel 3:17a says:
“Then you will know that | am the Lord your God, dwelling in Zion My
holy mountain.” Joel 3:21 emphasizes a key point in Joel 3:17 by
declaring that “the Lord dwells in Zion”. Many other Scriptures state
that the Lord dwells in Zion: Ps. 9:11, 76:2, 132:13-14, and Isa. 8:18.
All of these verses show that God declares “Zion” to mean “His holy
mountain where He dwells”.

Furthermore, Ps. 2:6 says, “But as for Me, | have installed My
King upon Zion, My holy mountain”. In Biblical times a “king” was
the head ruler of the government of a nation or nations, and all other

government obtained its authority from him. The government under

him included princes, administrators, and other government officials.

They are raised up above the other people because they are related to

the king or because he gives them some authority that raises them.
The context of Ps. 2:6 shows that it applies in a time of rebellion

against the Lord, and not merely during the millennium. As in Joel 3,

in Psalm 2 the nations and peoples are in an uproar and are taking a
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stand together against the Lord, His Anointed, and His anointed people
on earth. Jesus is reigning as King upon Mt. Zion now!

Many believers are very familiar with portions of Psalm 110,
because they are often quoted from certain perspectives in the New
Testament (especially showing Jesus’ High Priesthood in the order of
Melchizedek, and showing the Son of David’s lordship over even father
David). Here we see Psalm 110 from another perspective: His reign
over the earth from Zion before many submit to Him — like we saw in
Psalm 2. Ps. 110:1-3 speaks about Jesus:

The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand until | make Your
enemies a footstool for Your feet.” The LORD will stretch forth Your
strong scepter from Zion, saying, “Rule in the midst of Your
enemies.” 3Your people will volunteer freely in the day of Your

power; in holy array, from the womb of the dawn, Your youth are to
You as the dew.

A scepter is a rod carried by a king as a symbol of his authority.
This Scripture shows King Jesus’ ruling and reigning from Zion before
His enemies are made a footstool for His feet. And Ps. 110:5-7 shows
that He will shatter His enemies. Indeed, Psalm 110 is a warning and
promise of wrath to rebellious nations and people similar to Psalm 2.

This theme of the reign of King Jesus from Zion in Ps. 110:1-2

flows into the voluntary service of the Lord’s people in holiness in v. 3.

This is a hint that we voluntarily participate in our Lord Jesus’ reign

from holy Mt. Zion during this time of transition toward making His

enemies a footstool for His feet.

God’s Throne Room Is Spiritual Mt. Zion, the Holy of Holies in Heaven

Psalm 99 shows us more about the Lord’s reign over the earth

from Mt. Zion now. Ps. 99:1-4a says:

"The Lord reigns, let the peoples tremble; He is enthroned above
the cherubim, let the earth shake! 2The Lord is great in Zion, and
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He is exalted above all the peoples. 3Let them praise Your great and
awesome name; holy is He. “The strength of the King loves justice.

Notice that the Lord’s reign over the earth is now, and v. 2 relates
this with Zion. V. 1 adds a further insight: the Lord is enthroned above

the cherubim, who are in the Holy of Holies. Therefore this shows that

He is reigning from the Holy of Holies — the real one in heaven. This is

the Lord’s holy throne room, which is both the Holy of Holies in heaven

and spiritual Mt. Zion. And v. 4 again brings out His kingship there.

The book of Hebrews shows us that the Holy of Holies in heaven
(Heb. 10) and spiritual Mt. Zion (Heb. 12) are the same spiritual place.
Let us see this by briefly surveying Hebrews (only 1.5 pages).

Heb. 13:22 says, “But | urge you, brethren, bear with this word of
exhortation, for | have written to you briefly.” The whole book of
Hebrews, with all of its rich insights and topics, is really a brief word of
exhortation. What is the exhortation that ties everything together? It is
for the Hebrew believers to enter by faith through the veil into the Holy
of Holies by the perfect provision in our Lord and High Priest, Jesus.

In Heb. 1-4 the author first lays a foundation of who Jesus is, His
becoming like us in order to become a merciful and faithful high priest,
and our need to respond to God by faith and by resting from our own
works. Then in Heb. 4 the author exhorts believers to draw near with
confidence to the throne of grace through our great High Priest Jesus.

This throne of grace in Heb. 4 is within the Holy of Holies in heaven.

Realizing that the Hebrews were really not prepared to respond to
this exhortation (Heb. 5:11-14), the author then explains about Jesus
being a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek, and explains
that the whole Tabernacle of Moses — with its Holy of Holies, priests,
and sacrifices — was merely a shadow and copy of the substance in

heaven that is fulfilled in Jesus. This sets up the climactic exhortation
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to draw near to God in the Holy of Holies in heaven (Heb. 10:19-25).

After giving a warning appropriate for entering the Holy of Holies,
the author notes that the Hebrew believers were still not fully prepared
to act on his exhortation: they were “in need of endurance” (Heb.
10:36). Therefore he strongly encourages them by expressing
confidence in them, by reminding them of God’s faithfulness to reward
those who remain faithful by faith, and by giving many inspirational
examples of those who preceded them and kept their faith in God
through tough trials (Heb. 11). Then the author adds exhortations for
them to endure: to consider Jesus the Author and Perfecter of faith, to
endure God’'s Fatherly discipline for them, and to strengthen others
among them who are weak, feeble, or otherwise coming up short.

With these encouragements and exhortations for endurance
completed, the author returns immediately (Heb. 12:22-24, p. 66) to
describe what is within the veil to the Holy of Holies in heaven. But
this time he calls this place “Mt. Zion” to contrast it with the Mt. Sinai of

the Law (v. 18-21). He describes what is within the veil to the Holy of

Holies by merely giving a series of terms — Mt. Zion, the heavenly
Jerusalem, etc. — each one full of relevant meanings for the Hebrew
believers. The author was truly making his description brief.

Hebrews ends with a brief description of the lifestyle fitting for
those who draw near to God in the Holy of Holies or Mt. Zion, plus a
benediction and a few personal remarks.

What is the conclusion from this survey of Hebrews? The spiritual

Mt. Zion of Heb. 12:22-24 is the same place as the Holy of Holies in

heaven of Heb. 10:19-22. They are separated only by a most fitting
encouragement and exhortation for the Hebrew believers to endure to
the end for their reward.

This identification opens up many Scriptures that can provide us
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very useful insights. Let us begin by returning to Psalm 99, which helps
us to see that Zion and the Holy of Holies are also the Lord’s holy
throne room in heaven.

Appropriate for discussing Zion and the Lord’s reign of the earth
from above the cherubim in the true Holy of Holies, the Lord repeatedly
tells us that He is holy (Ps. 99:3, 5, 9). Moreover, v. 8 shows that this
is the wrong place for a priest to take his unresolved sins: the Lord was
a forgiving God to people like Moses, Aaron, and Samuel, and yet He
was an avenger of their evil deeds. We shall soon see some further
practical effects of God’s holiness on Mt. Zion and the Holy of Holies
as we examine Psalms 24 and 15 and more (on p. 78-87).

The conclusion to Psalm 99 is v. 9: “Exalt the Lord our God, and
worship at His holy hill; for holy is the Lord our God.” The Hebrew
word for “hill” (har) in this verse is the same word that is translated
“‘mountain” in the other verses where the Lord identifies “Mt. Zion” as
“My holy mountain”. The apparent difference in English translations of
this word for “hill” or “mountain” does not exist in Hebrew in this verse
and everywhere that we discuss “hill” in this appendix (especially har in

Psalms 15 and 24). Therefore Ps. 99:9 says the Lord’s holy mountain,

and the context of Psalm 99 identifies this as Mt. Zion, His holy throne

room.

God’s Chief Government of the Earth Now from Mt. Zion and Jerusalem

God gives a mighty prophecy, Micah 4:1-3a, but to get its meaning
we need to appreciate the meaning of the term “the last days”. In Acts
2:16-17 Peter applied Joel’'s prophecy to Pentecost about 2000 years
ago: “But this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘And it
shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘that | will pour forth of My Spirit

upon all mankind....”” Therefore God provides a Scripture to show that
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“the last days” had begun 2000 years ago, and we should check if a

key prophecy for “the last days” does or does not apply in our day.
Micah 4:1-3a and Isa. 2:2-4a are extremely similar prophecies for

“the last days”: they differ mostly by switching “nations” and “peoples”.

Most of this prophecy is very helpful for understanding what is

happening now and what can happen now on Mt. Zion, the Lord’s holy

throne room. This prophecy for now does not include the last part of

Micah 4:3 or Isa. 2:4, because they state:

Then they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation will not lift up sword against
nation, and never again will they train for [or, learn] war.

This part of the verse is exactly opposite to Joel 3:10, which tells

the nations against Him and His people to “beat your plowshares into
swords and your pruning hooks into spears...” This applies in our
day of wars and Micah 4:3b must come after it: after v. 3b they never
again train for war. V. 3b is after the consummation of the Age of the
Gentiles and Jesus’ return. Other Scriptures (Luke 21:9-10, Matt.
24:6-7, and Joel 3:1-2) that are explicitly for this time leading up to the
consummation of the Age of the Gentiles confirm that Micah 4:3b does
not apply today. (Apx. 10 shows how the unique development of
nations now identifies our day as leading up to this consummation).

In contrast to Micah 4:3b, Micah 4:1-3a harmonizes with Heb. 1:2,
Heb. 12:22-24, Psalms 2 and 110, Joel 2-3, Luke 21, Zech. 2:11, Matt.
28:18-20, and many other Scriptures for this time leading up to Jesus’

return. Micah 4:1-3a is a key to discipling whole nations to the Lord

Jesus, which will take place in our day. (This split in prophetic timing is

similar to the split within Isa. 61:2 for Jesus’ first and second coming:

you may compare Isa. 61:2 with Luke 4:18-19). Here is Micah 4:1-3a:

'And it will come about in the last days that the mountain of the
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house of the Lord will be established as the chief of the
mountains. It will be raised above the hills [not har, but a different
Hebrew word], and the peoples will stream to it. 2And many
nations will come and say, “Come and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord and to the house of the God of Jacob, that
He may teach us about His ways and that we may walk in His
paths.” For from Zion will go forth the law, even the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem. 3And He will judge between many peoples
and render decisions for mighty, distant nations. (Micah 4:1-3a)

V. 1-3a show clearly the Lord’s reign over the peoples and nations
of the earth from Mt. Zion. His law, word, judgments (including mercy),
and decisions will be going forth from Zion and Jerusalem to whole
nations in addition to individuals. His judging between many peoples
(v. 3a) is very much needed now because of greedy aggressors and
rebellious rulers (Psalm 2).

This picture fits into Isa. 60:1-3 (Apx. 7), which shows nations and

kings coming to the light of the Lord on His people when darkness is

covering the earth and deep darkness the peoples. Both Scriptures fit

into fulfilling the Great Commission with the discipling of nations to the
Lord Jesus (in Matt. 28:18-20 and Zech. 2:11). Moreover, all of this is
fulfilling Joel 2, which is occurring nation-by-nation in our day (and also
before our day), but will not after Jesus returns to the earth.

How do we fit into God’s government? Are we mere spectators?
Our Participation in God’s Chief Government of the Earth Now

“‘But Christ was faithful as a Son over His house — whose
house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our
hope firm until the end” (Heb. 3:6). “Mountain” as “government” in

Micah 4:1 shows that the government of the Lord’s house — His faithful

people, us — will be established as the chief of the earth’s
governments. Many nations and peoples will come to this government

of His people (v. 2, Isa. 60:3). If the chief government of the earth is




74 God’s Just Judgment of a Nation Supplement

the government of “the house of the Lord”, then we believers on Mt.

Zion must have a key role in His government. Let us see how the

connotations of Zion and Jerusalem in v. 2 confirm our participation.
Insights from Connotations of Jerusalem and Zion

Mt. Zion is the mountain on which the city of Jerusalem is built:
they are the same location. Anyone away from physical “Zion” could
use either term to refer to that location. Now consider Heb. 12:22: “But
you have come to Mt. Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem...” Both are the same place, but Jerusalem adds a

meaning of a “city”: a city has people dwelling there. In contrast, Zion

adds a meaning of the_Lord’s holy throne room and dwelling place.

Micah 4:2 shows that the law will go forth from Zion — the Lord’s
holy throne room and dwelling place — directly to people in their

consciences. The word of the Lord will go forth from Jerusalem, which

is the city of the living God — His people who are abiding in Christ and
who have come to His holy throne room. His law and word are the
basis for judgments between peoples and decisions for nations (Micah
4:3). This is one way that we actively participate in this government.
Let us verify these connotations of Jerusalem and Zion. As
physical Jerusalem is built on physical Mt. Zion, so is the heavenly
Jerusalem built on spiritual Mt. Zion. Physical Mt. Zion is the rock of
foundation on which the people of physical Jerusalem build their
homes. Likewise, spiritual Mt. Zion provides the foundation on which
the people of heavenly Jerusalem construct their ways to live on earth.
As indicated, anyone not located in “Jerusalem” could use either
term to refer to that physical site — or to that spiritual site. Spiritually,
both are the dwelling place of both the Lord and His abiding people,

but each term provides its emphasis. Specifically, the Lord dwells both
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in Mt. Zion and within His people in our dwelling place, Jerusalem.
And His people can also dwell in the Lord and on His holy mountain,
Mt. Zion (Psalm 15, p. 81). This relationship is like that of Jesus and
His believers: we are to abide in Christ and let Christ abide in us (John
14:10-11, 20-23, and 15:4-7, 1John 3:24 and 4:13-16).

Nevertheless, this shift in emphasis often gives us extra insights,
as illustrated in the following example. Joel 3:16 says that “the Lord
roars from Zion and utters [lit., “gives”] His voice from Jerusalem...”.
Amos 1:2 says the same thing for a similar but different situation.

In both cases the situations involve unrepentant people who are
approaching the Day of the Lord judgment, and God’s Spirit is poured
out on all mankind at that time (Joel 2:28-31, Chapter 10 and its
Supplement). God speaks repentance and the law (the law of the Spirit
and righteousness that Romans explains) to consciences directly from
Zion; but people tend to hear Him as the roar of a lion instead of as
their Father — with that quiet voice that believers easily miss if we do
not try to listen to Him. Rebellious hearts do not welcome Him or His
word and do not receive Him as their Father. The panic reaction to the

dreaded roar of the Lord caused by their rebellion prevents them from

comprehending practically all He is saying to them, and Satan is doing

all that he can to add to their intimidation and confusion.
Therefore God also communicates to the peoples and nations —

and specifically to the individuals therein — by giving His words more

clearly and softly from Jerusalem. In this way God speaks to a land

through His people who abide in the holiness of Christ, so that people

in the land get an opportunity to hear, see, and understand His words
to them without the confusion, denial, defense mechanisms, and utter
panic of their reaction to Almighty God’s rightly convicting words.

God corrects His people first, and so we have an opportunity to
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construct our lifestyles according to His word in the living conditions of
the land before we try to teach others how to live. This can give us
empathy for others and also help us learn His real solutions. Through
His people God will show and tell the other people how to live in our
land, and what to correct in order to “walk in His paths” (Micah 4:2).

In this way, Joel 3:16 and Amos 1:2 show the teamwork of God’s
direct conviction by the Holy Spirit and the word of testimony from the
Lord's people. Both work to help sinful nations repent as individual
nations approach their judgments (Joel 1-2, Amos 1, Chapters 5-8), or
at the consummation of the Age of the Gentiles (Joel 3, Apx. 10). As
indicated in Chapter 10, both of these situations are before the great
and awesome day of the Lord, when God pours out His Spirit on all
mankind in a specific land or in all the earth (Joel 2:28-31).

A practical consequence of this insight is that we can pray with
faith for God to do His part while we do our part in witnessing to a
person. We can expect Him to convict people when we pray for them
and give them His word. Realizing that God is roaring directly, we can

focus on giving a clear expression of what God is truly saying instead

of trying to speak an especially fiery word for soulish conversion. This
helps us to appreciate our teamwork, and our dynamic interaction with
our Father increases our joy and love for Him (John 15:7-11, 16:24).
There is an insight about “the heavenly Jerusalem” which was
discussed near the beginning (p. 66-67). Now we can elaborate on it.
In Rev. 3:12 the Lord Jesus calls the city of His God ‘“the new
Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God”. As
previously indicated, this was in the present tense 1900+ years ago.
Consider how this happens now: when God’s people are abiding in
Him with obedience while living their lives on earth, isn’'t the heavenly

Jerusalem coming to their individually small portions of the earth?
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We do not see a strong manifestation of the heavenly Jerusalem
on most of the earth 2000 years later. Micah 4:1-3a has also been
valid for this time. Why isn’t there a greater manifestation of the Lord’s
government on earth for so long? Considering Ephesians (Chapter 4),
2Chron. 7:14 (Chapter 5), and many other Scriptures, | conclude that

this weak manifestation is caused by our not governing and walking

according to His will. Specifically, in the time since Jesus’ ascension
and Pentecost, our failure to stand in our place before His face on Mt.
Zion and the Holy of Holies has been a bottleneck that in practice has
limited how much His perfect will and His kingdom (government)
comes to the earth. This failure causes other failures.

Here is good news: Scriptures like Eph. 4:13-16 and 3:9-10, Isa.
60:1-3, Malachi, and Zech. 2:11 convince me that God will greatly
improve the intercession and daily life of His people before Jesus
returns for His Church (we consider this further in Apx. 6 and 7).

Therefore let us not assume from our past record that “heavenly
Jerusalem” will not greatly increase on earth in even the near future! |
believe this Jerusalem is now coming to earth to the extent that we are
praying — interceding on holy Mt. Zion and walking accordingly on
earth — that our Father’s kingdom come and His will be done in specific

people, situations, and governments on earth as it is in heaven.
Spiritual Mt. Zion Identified by the Scriptures in Apx. 5

The Scriptures in Apx. 5 have revealed a “spiritual Mt. Zion”, so
that now we can precisely identify it. This Mt. Zion is the Lord’s holy
mountain and throne room where He dwells (p. 67) and reigns in His
pure holiness (p. 68-71), and from which He sends forth His law,
mercies, and judgments to whole nations in addition to individuals (p.

73). Therefore Mt. Zion today is the seat (center) of God’s government
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of the whole earth. His people are to participate actively in His
government to bring His will from heaven to earth — to both individuals
and governments (p. 73-77).

Notice how the meaning of “mountain” as “government” makes
many Scriptures bloom with insights. Notice too how connotations of
Jerusalem and Zion also open up insights from many Scriptures.

In Psalm 99 (p. 71) we began to see how God’s pure holiness
affects us in His government of the earth in His holy throne room. Let
us see further effects of His holiness in Psalms 24 and 15. Remember
also from p. 71 that the word for “mountain” (har) is translated as “hill”
in these Psalms: this is the Lord’s holy mountain. A Bible study on p.
90-91 confirms that “His holy hill” today is Mt. Zion.

Psalm 24: Standing in Mt. Zion by Receiving Righteousness from God

The Hebrew Scriptures — the Old Testament — often uses a literary
device called a “parallelism”, where God says or asks the same idea,
almost the same idea, or a contrasting or opposite idea in two different

ways by using closely corresponding terms. In Psalm 24 alone, there

are parallelisms in v. 1, 2, 3, 7, and v. 8 with v. 10. Here we shall
examine v. 3-6, so that we shall quickly see one.

V. 3 asks key questions in this parallelism: “Who may ascend into
the hill of the Lord? And who may stand in His holy place?” These
parallel questions again connect the Lord’s hill (har) — spiritual Mt. Zion
— with His holy place, which is the Holy of Holies in heaven.

And so who may ascend spiritual Mt. Zion and stand in the Holy of
Holies in heaven? Ps. 24:4-6 provides a Scriptural answer:

4He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up
his soul to falsehood, and has not sworn deceitfully. °He shall

receive a blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God
of his salvation. 8This is the generation of those who seek Him, who
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seek Your face — even Jacob.

James 4:8 gives tremendous insight into how Ps. 24:4a helps us

to draw near to God, which can take us to His holy place or throne:

Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

Sinners and double-minded people each have a problem that
keeps them from drawing near to God effectively. Sinners have a
problem with what they do, which is represented by their hands.
Therefore they need to “cleanse their hands” in order to draw near to
God. Sinners can be cleansed from their sins by confession (1John
1:9): in confession | honestly say what God says about the real issues,
so that | repent and receive His forgiveness in Jesus by faith.

James 4.8 is a parallelism with precisely corresponding parts.
Double-minded people have a problem: they want to draw near to God
and at the same time want something else that is pulling them away
from following through with their good intentions. (Consider Matt. 6:21

and its context: a person’s heart is with his treasure, or what he values

most.) Therefore one who is double-minded needs to purify his heart —
his whole “inner man” (his soul, spirit, etc.) — from his wrong desires,
which distract him away from God and give rise to manipulative,
deceitful, selfish, or twisted motives, attitudes, and actions.

In these ways James 4:8 with Ps. 24:4 shows our need for clean
hands and a pure heart to draw near to God in the Holy of Holies or on
Mt. Zion, the Lord’s holy throne room. This requirement for ascending
Mt. Zion and standing in the Holy of Holies is fitting for coming and
participating at the seat of God’s government of the earth. Such a
person can pray and intercede better for bringing God’s will and His

kingdom to earth in specific people and situations and ways, because
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his prayers are not twisted by selfish or self-serving motives, attitudes,
or goals. (On p. 82-87 we return to how God protects His government.)

The rest of Ps. 24:4 shows a manifestation of purifying the heart:
those who ascend and stand on Mt. Zion have not been lying and
deceiving in their personal lives.

Ps. 24:5 shows that the person who ascends Mt. Zion with clean
hands and a pure heart and “shall receive...righteousness from the
God of His salvation”. This enables him to stand in the Holy of Holies
— God’s pure holiness in His holy throne room, His seat of government
of the earth. Even the best person’s righteousness pollutes this purity,

and so God provides His righteousness to His people in Jesus for this

purpose. What a special “Old Testament insight’! And other than
believers in Jesus, who receives this marvelous provision?

The final feature that we shall examine in the Lord’s answer in Ps.
24:4-6 is “who seek Your face” in v. 6. V. 3-6 show that “seeking the
Lord’s face” is fulfilled in His holy place. Consider this position directly
in front of His face in His pure holiness at the seat of His government
of the earth: what is a more fitting place to intercede to God for
individuals and even entire nations — to hear and pray His will? In view
of this, consider 2Chron. 7:14 again: the third action in order to heal a
land is for the Lord’s people in the land to “seek My face”.

Why does God use “Jacob” in the context of seeking His face in
Ps. 24:67 Why not his newer, God-given name of Israel? By name
and nature Jacob was a supplanter or conniver, seeking to get what he
wants by trickery or treachery if he cannot see another means. But
Jacob’s name and nature were both changed as he wrestled with God
(Gen. 32:22-32), and after this he was a broken man who walked with
a limp. Likewise, we typically begin seeking our Lord’s face with our

own willful desires, but as we continue to seek His face we are
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transformed into Christ’s image and embrace God'’s desires.

Psalm 15’s Addition to Psalm 24: Live Righteously to Stay in Zion

Ps. 24:3-6 provides the big picture, while Psalm 15 gets specific in
our daily personal conduct. These two Scriptures together provide a
balance that is easily missed by considering only one of them.

Ps. 15:1 asks these parallel questions: “O Lord, who may abide
in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill [har]?” His tent was
the Tabernacle of Moses, and specifically the Holy of Holies in it. This
is asking the Lord, “Whom do You allow to abide or dwell in heaven’s
Holy of Holies or spiritual Mt. Zion — Your holy throne room?”

The remainder of Psalm 15 (v. 2-5) answers this pair of questions:
°He who walks with integrity, and works righteousness, and speaks
truth in his heart. 3He does not slander with his tongue, nor does evil
to his neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 4in whose
eyes a reprobate is despised, but who honors those who fear the
Lord; he swears to his own hurt, and does not change; he does

not put out his money at interest, nor does he take a bribe against
the innocent. He who does these things will never be shaken.

This answer shows that a person who dwells in God’s holy throne

room practices personal integrity and faithfulness that overcome self-

serving desires.