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Once upon a time there lived a King.

This King was a great man who had
riches beyond measure and countless men
in his command. One day the word was
spread, “The enemy has broken into one
of the fortresses of the King!”

This fortress was a stronghold where a
great many of the King’s subjects lived.

Directly, the King gathered his army
together and spoke to his most-trusted
general, “Go deliver this message unto the
captains, the lieutenants and the soldiers
of my army. ‘The Lord your God will save

you if you will follow this which I have
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sent unto you. Go conquer the enemy in
the name of the Lord, and hold fast to the
liberty wherein you strive.

“‘Disbelieve not the words I give you,
for it is life unto you.” Go, my general, and
read unto them these words which are
written in this epistle. Go, with courage,
and with my words!”

After this, the general read unto the
army the epistle which the King had
written. Therefore, they went unto the
battle fully equipped.

But, alas, the army began to forget the
words of the King which the general had
spoken. They turned from the command
of the King’s own message, all but just a

few captains, just a few lieutenants and
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just a few soldiers.

The army raged war against the
enemy, only to be beaten, only to be
driven back. Most, I say, were defeated.
But there was a group-the few captains,
lieutenants and soldiers who had listened
to the Kings message—-who was able to
reach the King’s subjects who lived within
the fortress.

But when the group tried to gather the
King’s subjects to flee from the city, the
enemy now already in possession of it,
most scoffed their words and sided with
the enemy. Just a few joined the group of
the King’s army.

The small band then fled, leaving the

fortress and its subjects who rejected the
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safety of the King’s army.

When the remnant of the King’s army
arrived at the palace, the King himself
greeted them warmly.

“You have done well.” The King told
them. “Though you have not taken the
fortress itself yet, you have taken the
faithful subjects from the fortress.”

The men said their thanks.

“But, say,” the King looked over the
small group of his subjects, “where are the
others who were commissioned and
promised deliverance as you?”

One captain blushed as he answered
for them all. “Oh King, the others did not
follow your message. Now, they have been

slain by the enemy.”
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The King bowed his head, sorrowful.

Furthermore, the captain continued,
“Oh King, even when the general was
commanding them to charge in the name
of the Lord, they rejected your message
and did what they thought was right. And
we, those of your humble servants, are
only left.”

The King turned to the general. “Are
these words indeed true?”

The general bowed his head. “Indeed
true, sire. I am most humiliated at their
rebelliousness. I feel quite embarrassed at
my failure.”

“Failure?” the King said with feeling.
“It was not your failure. Those who

rejected my message failed themselves.
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You have done the best you could.”

The general lifted his head at the
King’s next words.

“Now, let us rejoice for my sheep hear
my voice, and a stranger they will not
follow. You have guided my faithful into
safety. These are my true subjects.”

The King looked around. “Captains,
lieutenants, soldiers, you have fought a
good fight. You have not disobeyed my
general who gave you my message. May
peace and prosperity follow you all the
days of your life!”

The King then turned to the empty
horizon which was in the direction of the
fortress. “Woe unto you who have rejected

the command of my general whom I have
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sent unto you with my message.
“Let the fire from heaven consume
you for you have rejected the King’s

message!”
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Fgcr(ri'uves To d\/ofe:

THE GRASS WITHERETH, THE FLOWER
FADETH: BUT THE WORD OF OUR

GOD SHALL STAND FOREVER.

(gsaiak 40:8

VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU,
HE THAT RECEIVETH WHOMSOEVER
I SEND RECEIVETH ME;

AND HE THAT RECEIVETH ME

RECEIVETH HIM THAT SENT ME.

‘gokn 15:20
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