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Blog with Bigger Pictures

Introdcution

Although I've been really happy with my story blogs right from the start, there's
been one thing that really bugged me: No matter what I tried, I always ended up
with my pictures being shown much smaller than they really are on my blogs. Of
course you can click on each picture to view it full size, but not everyone knows
this, and honestly, who's going to click on all those pictures to enlarge them
anyway?

Thankfully, I recently discovered how to change my layout so that I can have my
pictures full size on my blog. It makes such a difference!

So, in this tutorial I'm going to show you exactly what I did to achieve this.

Step One - a new blog

After logging in to your account, I would advise you to create a new - private blog
just for your own eyes - to experiment. (Picture 1)
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That way, if things go wrong, no damage is done to your story blog, and you can
just continue playing around with your settings until you've got everything just
right.

Then, when you're happy with the results, all you have to do is "copy" the same
settings to your story blog.



Step Two - a new template

In the Layout Tab of your Blog's Dashboard, click Choose New Template.
(Picture 2)
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I used minima stretch. But minima lefty stretch might work too.
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Step Three - fonts and colours

Minima stretch doesn't look very interesting at all, so we'll have to jazz it up a bit.
I still want my blog to be black, e.g. So I clicked the Fonts and Colours Tab.
(Picture 4)
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What's really nice here, is that you get a real time preview of what your blog will
look like once you apply the changes you made.

Also, note that if you want to choose colours that aren't in the palette, you can
even edit the colour hex code. Sadly, that feature somehow didn't work for me,
but if you really want to, there's a work-around for that problem too. I'll come
back to that in a minute.

I choose black for the background, a very light shade of grey for the blog title
colour and border colour and white for the text. Other pastels for the links etc.
It's really up to you which you choose.

You'll most likely want to stay close to the original colours of your blog. :-)

Since the colour hex code editor failed to save the colours I chose, I clicked the
Edit HTML tab, and copied the hex code of the colour I wanted for my links into
the value-code for the link colour, which nhow had the following values:

Variable name="linkcolor" description="Link Color" type="color" default="#58a"
value="#8eb8d5"

It's the last of all these values that I changed, as shown in picture 5.



Posting Settings

Page Elements Fonts and CD[EGE Edit HTML CEanse Mew Template

Backup/Restore Template

Before editing your template, you may want to save a copy of it. Download Full Template

Upload a template from a file on your hard drive: Browse... ] [ Upload ]

Edit Template

Edit the contents of your template. Learn more

[J Expand wiidget Templates

<Variable name="bgcolor™ description="Page Background Color'™ A

type="color” default="#Lff"™ wvalue="#0000007>

<WVarisble name="textcolor” description="Text Color™
type="color” default="#333" value="HLfffffr">

<Variable name="linkeolor™ description="Lin
type="color"” default="#58a" valug

<Varisble name="pagetitlecolor”™ description= e Color®
type="color" default="#E666" value="#cbcbeE">

<WVarisbhle name="descriptioncolor®™ description="EBlog Description Color'™
type="color" default="#999" vglue="H#299999"

<Variable nawe="titclecolor" description="Fost Title Color®
type="color” defaunlt="#ce0"™ valus="HCAFI9E">

Picture 5

You can change the colour hex code for all the other variables here too, if you

want to. And since you're still working on your private, experimental blog, you
don't have to be afraid to mess up either. None of the changes you make here,
will affect your story blog.

Step Four - a new header

A nice new layout for my blog also means I want to have a new header.

I created and uploaded a new header that nicely fills the width of the page, and
fits the atmosphere of the story without giving away too much.

Be careful not to make your header too large, or it will "walk" off your screen...
A size of (e.g.) 810 x 260 pixels fits the bill quite nicely.

Step Five - the transition

Once you're happy with the results, you can just carry them over to your existing
story blog, knowing exactly what to do, and what not to do.



Step Six - big pictures
To get your existing pictures big, you'll need to edit all your existing posts. Click

Edit Posts and select which post to edit first.
(Picture 6)
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Now, you'll have to go into "edit html" mode and edit the codes of all your
uploaded pictures.

Below is a picture of what you need to look for.
(Picture 7)
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I circled two pieces of code with red. The first one is the altered code, the second
one the original.

You need to change the S400 into S800 in the html code of all your pictures.
That's quite a bit of work, but that will do the trick.

Our next picture is a screenshot of the preview, so you can see the difference!
(Picture 8)
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You can, of course change all these codes manually, but if you've got Word,
there's a much quicker and easier way to do this.



When you go into html view, copy and paste everything into Word.

Place the cursor somewhere in the post field and press the "Ctrl" and "A" button,
thus selecting everything within this field.

(Picture 9)
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Press "Ctrl" and "C" to copy the contents of your post, and paste it into a new
Word Document using "Ctrl" and "V".

Then hit Crtl + F and select the tab "replace"

In the "Find what" field, type in s400

and in the Replace with field: s800

Then click replace all.

(Picture 10)

After that, copy and paste your edited Word document into the html field of your
blog post and hit publish.

Now, some of your pictures might actually be too big to fit your blog, but don't
worry. All you need to do to get those pictures fit into your blog nicely again, is
copy and paste the following piece of code into the html-code of those pictures:
width="600" height="450" as shown in picture 11.

The value that's most important here, is the width="600". You will need to
calculate the height of your picture accordingly (or let your picture editing
program do that for you and just copy and paste the values it gives you).
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So, 10 this tutorial, I'm going to show you exactly what I did to achieve this.
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Finally

For future chapters, you have two choices:

Either you upload your pictures to Photobucket and copy and paste the html code
they give you into your post (make sure you're in html-mode), or upload to
blogger/picasa and adjust the html-code the way I showed you.

Good Luck!

To see an example of a blog with big pictures, you can visit one of the following
SimTales blogs:

The Queen of Hearts - by Leah (http://leahsimstories.blogspot.com)
Priest Cutie - by Leah (http://priestcutiestory.blogspot.com)

Leah's Short Stories - by Leah (http://leahshortstories.blogspot.com)
The Lover - by Sandra (http://theloverbysandybvv.blogspot.com)
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