Absolute Beginners Guide to
Getting Started with
WordPress

By: Dane morgan
Home Business Blogging With Dane Morgan
(http://danemorgan.com/)

Niche Explorer
(http://nicheexplorer.com/)

This work is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 United States License.

You are free:

« to Share — to copy, distribute, display, and perform the work
+ to Remix — to make derivative works

Under the following conditions:

e Attribution. You must attribute the work in the manner specified by the author
or licensor (but not in any way that suggests that they endorse you or your use
of the work).

* Share Alike. If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, you may distribute
the resulting work only under the same, similar or a compatible license.

For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to others the license terms of
this work. The best way to do this is with a link to this web page.

Any of the above conditions can be waived if you get permission from the
copyright holder.

Apart from the remix rights granted under this license, nothing in this license
impairs or restricts the author's moral rights
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1 MANUAL INSTALLATION

1.1 Getting The Code
First go to http://wordpress.org
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More sitnply, WordPress is what you use

From here-;;(_)u can go to all of the different parts of this site,
including:

Support (http://wordpress.org/support) forums where you can ask

questions and read answers to questions others have asked.

Docs (http://codex.wordpress.org/Main_Page) Where you can read
the instructions for different aspects of using the WordPress Personal
Pyblishing Software (blogging software).

Extend (http://wordpress.org/extend/) Where you can find plugins
and themes for your WordPress Blog.
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And the one we are interested in right now, Download
(http://wordpress.org/download/) where you can find the
most recent version of WordPress available to download for

free.
DOWNLOAD WORDPRESS 2.1

The latest stable releass of Word Pridoiiisssen claf)

is available in two formats trom the links L
right. If you have no idea what to do with Dﬂwnlﬂad
download, we recomimend signing up with cnds £1F

cur web hosting partners that offers a one click

install of WaordPress or getting a free account on
WordPress. com.
Download

Wa've got information on installation and FrAaR G7

upgrading if you {ma:sd it, If the admin looks a little
scrambled aftar™  rmmmedein s e

When the File Dialog appears pick Save To Disk and click
\\OKII.

Opening wordpress-2.1.3.zip

¥ou have chosen ko open

wordpress-2.1.3.zip
which is a: UltimateZip File
From: http:ffwordpress.org

wehat should Firefox do with this file?

() Open with Browse, ..

2

[ K, ] [ Cancel
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Now Select a folder to save the file in and click “save”.

Enter name of file to save to...

Saveir

©

i ) waordpress

[(Dbbpress-2005-11-12
;._Jrl'r:-ds

o E

1. Select A

MyRecent | |CItm
Dacuments |Ehthemes
|2 Themetoclkt Location
[‘_3 | Cwardpress-2.0.4
Desktap ;{"_‘lmrdprﬁs-E.ﬂ-E
éamrrﬁ:rm-?.!.?
: | hepmu-urestable
a7, | B bbpress-0.75 2
My Cocuments :Emrmrur?.ﬂ.ﬁ-.'{n
_EWTWH‘-‘F!'Z-LZ-W
3 [ ncrdveems .12 2. Click
Iy Compuites Sﬂ ve
File name: wardpress-2.1.3 2ip w Save
My Metwail | Save a3 lype: UkimaleZia File w| Canced

Now Navigate to the folder you saved the download in and

extract it to a new_folder

Open

Browse with Pare Shop Pro 8
Explora
- Y Scan wordpress-2.1.3.210
| [EkEstrack bo...
" B Extract bo here
Hi Extract ba Folder Dl PHPwondprass iwardpress-2,1.3

| [BkCreate Sef-Extractar (.EVE)
= [EWE-Mal wordpress-2.1.3.2p
Dpen With *

Sand To

Cue
Copy

e Xtract the File

Propertes

55-2.0.4

T W e N —

B30 KB

e il

gt

wordpress-2.1 21F
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Open your web browser and navigate to your hosting
account’s cpanel. This should be located at
(http://yourdomain.com/cpanel). Log into your cpanel and
select the MySQL icon.

P > B [

anager Dizk Space Backups= Pazsiy

- : Prot
Direct

= ™

S My

armain MuSQLE ostgresSQL Foedi

Catabases Catabases
. R - Wl

Now type in a name for your database and click ‘Create
Database’

l\v ™
cPanel A

MySQL Account Maintenance

Current Databases:
Hew Databaza: Cregbe Datshase

Current Users:

LIg&rnarme:

Pagsword: Create User

Add Users To Your Databases:

gt | A et
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Click the ‘Go Back’ Link.

JAMNEL 10

MySQL Account Maintenance

Database Created
Added the databaze
[ Go Back ]

o

Type in a Username and a Password and click on the ‘Create
User’ button.

'\V ™
cPanel A

MySOQL Account Maintenance

Current Databases:

Hew Databaza: Create Database
Current Lsers:

Lgarnarms:
Password: Create User

add Users To Your Databases:

e i, | G et
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Click the ‘Go Back’ link.

JAMNEL 10

MySQL Account Maintenance

Account Created

Addad with tha pasgward
[ Go Back ]

Add the new user to the new database by selecting the
username and the database from the dropdown boxes. Then
Click *‘Add User To Database’.

Add Users To Your Databases:

User: % |Database: w |
Privilages:
ALL or SELECT [] crea
I:l INSERT 'j JTER.
I:l UPDATE I:l CRCP
D CELETE I:l Lok TABLES
IMDE: I:l F.EFER.EMZES

EATE TEMPORARY TABLES
Add User Ta Database

Click the ‘Go Back’ Link.

JAMNEL 10

MySQL Account Maintenance

Account added to Access List
added the user to the database 1
[ Go Back ]
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Note that Cpanel will most probably have changed your
database name and your userneame. It will have prepended
your cpanel user name to the database name and to the
user name like this.

cPanelName_DatabaseName
cPanelName_Username

Your password will be unaffected by this and will remain
exactly as you typed it. If at any time you forget your
password, you can return to the MySQL page and type the
username into the box exactly as you typed it the first time
and type in any new password you like and it will reset the
password for that username.

Open the new folder you extracted WordPress into. You will
find another folder called wordpress. Open this folder and
locate the wp-config-sample.php file and open it in a text

editor such as noteiad, textiad or HTMLKit.

S

lers ‘;\?” Favorites {E-f? - Address |[23) Dy PHPYwordpressiwordpress-2, 1, Fwordp

wp-conkenk /—J wp-includes
license, bxk % readme. htrl
Texk Document Firefox Document
15 KE ; S kKB

wp-blog-header . php wp-commenks-past, php
Dev-PHP File - > il
JKE

EHP Lk BHE)
wp-config-sample.php wp-cron, php
Diew-PHP File Diew-PHP File
g L 1 kB - 1KE

AW

i)
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If you are a windows user and you open the file in notepad
it may seem like something is wrong with it. It will all be in a
single line unless you turn on word wrapping, and there will

be all of these boxes scattered through the text like this.

B wp-config-sample.php - Notepad
File Edit Format Wiew Help

&
<?php0// ** MyS0L settings ** //Odefine (TDE_MNAME
"wordpressT) ; /4 The name of the dat =0

define ("DE_USER', '"username’); £ My SQL
define ("DE_PASSWORD', 'password'):; // ...and pasg
define ("DE_HOST', "localhost™); S5 99% chance
need to change this Eji%ﬁﬂﬂff You can hawve multi]
installations in onef {atabase if vou give each 4
prefixOStable prefix = Tw /4 Only numbers
and underscores pleaselDDﬂEiE%ange thiz to local
WordPress. Agigfresponding MO file for theO// <

language must installed to wp-includes/langui.
example, inst de.mo to wp-includes/languages
WPLANG to "de'OD// toipnabkle German languags supp

("WPLANGT, "T) ;00 hat™s all, =top editing! B
*HDDdeflne( ABSPATH* Qirname(__FILE__j.*f*j;D
ratt | mae ammaninmet T b ings . php ) 202

This is normal. It is caused by the fact that Unix, Macintosh
and PC operating systems all represent carraige returns with
different codes.

To correct this open the file in Wordpad, save it and close it.
This will correctly interpret and save the proper formatting
of the file Which will then appear like this.

B wp-config-sample. php - Notepad
File Edt Format VYiew Help

<2?php

F4 O *F* MysOL Ee-_-_-_-_-irl-rc *x LS

define ("DB_NAME ,\Jcrcurecs :I /¥ The name of the
define ("DB '_':ER"' Tusername”) ; ff Your MySQL usery
define (" D.,_E'R““EO&D TpasswordT); /7 ...and password
define ("DB_HOST", lccal:‘.cs: 1 /¥ 29% chance you

valus

S ¥ou can have Ir.'_'l'_iple installations in one databag
prefi=x

Stable_prefi= = Twp_ T £4 only numbers, letters, al
£/ Change thi= to localize WordPress. A corresponding
ff chosen language must be installed to wp-includes/lj
/f For exqerJ_e install de.moc to wp-includes/languags

ff to enable German language Support.
define (TWPLANGT, T71:

f* That's all, stop editingl Happy blogging. */

defima i =pamer B d e e ¥ AN T AT
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We are really only interested in the first four lines here.

define (‘DB-NAME’, ‘wordpress’);
define (‘DB _USER’, ‘username’);
define (‘DB _PASSWORD’, ‘password’);
define (‘DB HOST’, ‘localhost’);

In Line one you will replace ‘wordpress’ with the database
name you chose. In line two you will replace ‘username’ with
the username you chose. In line three you will replace
‘password’ with the password you chose. Leave line four as
it is. This will almost always work as is. If it does not work
you will need to contact your hosting company to find out
the hostname for your MySQL server.

After making these changes choose ‘Save As’ from the ‘File’
Menu option. Make sure you are in the same folder where
you extracted you wordpress files and name the file

wp-config.php

Now you will have both wp-config-sample.php and
Wp-config.php In this folder. Leave the wp-config-sample
alone so you remember to edit it again next time you install
WordPress.

Open a new notepad documant and save it as .htaccess.txt.

Don‘t type anything in this, just leave it blank and save it to
the wordpress folder.
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Now it's time to upload these files.

You will need an FTP program to do this part. There are
many free ftp programs available and any of them is pretty
much as good as any of the rest. The pictures in this report
are from WS-FTP.

Session Properties

aral i Startup | Advanced | Frewal |
Profle Mame | Hew

@Hust Hame/dddess: Dalste
ﬁ Host Type: | Automalic detect ;l
p Uz D [ Anorpmous
L?D Paspwod: [=e= W Save Pud

Comment: f gl

ok, | Cancal | Apph Help |

First Select a Profile name, this can be anything that will
help you remember what domain this profile connects to.
Next type in your domain name. Don't use the http:// or the
www, Just use the domainname.com part. Leave the host
type on Auto Detect unless you host has specifically told you
to use another setting. Type in your cpanel username and
password in the user ID and password boxes and checkmark
the save password box. Click ‘Apply’ to save the profile and
‘OK’ to connect.
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Local Spstem

“l Mame Date ChoDir

it .

) adnin 20061017 21:00 ek Lir

Jboblogs 20080718 08:-04

1 boaks $ b s s B B

Jcans ZNOS0&e20, - 30

Jcatalog 20030ZLY 1231 - |
J danenorgan.co™ 20050820 14:21

ddn_main_1 20041011 22:16

_Jdenail 2HyS0OL 20050724 07:11 _
) fesdstuff 20050703 12:04

1 images 20030116 17:25

& includes 20030116 1725 o |
(—l P - FIONINENT 11 a0 % |:|l|r'||‘ﬂ

In the left hand pane, navigate to the folder where you
extracted the wordpress files.

- | Hame: | Dabe | ChaDi - | Hame e
t t
(] vordpress zo070408 21 MkDr 1 .cpanel-datas~ 2007040
[=a=] 1 -fantasticoda™ 20070324
B [~c=] 1 . trash 20070400
[-d-] & etc 2007011;
[-e-] “ | lEanail 07011
[-£-1] T3 public_ftp 050821
| o public_html ALELTY
e = tmp 2007011:
3 wwew 2006111,

If you will be installing the blog in a subdirectory or
subdomain, rename the wordpress folder to the same name
as that folder. If you will be installing as the home page of
the whole site, rename it to ‘public_html".

e |

[ -bash_profile 21
i -k n

5 Dilrfo | :
0 ASC * Binay [V Ao

sher succeeded

Make sure the ‘Auto’ Checkbox is checked. This ensures that
the PHP, HTML and TXT files are uploaded in ascii mode and
the images are uploaded in binary mode. This is important.
If you renamed your wordpress folder to public_html, then
click the right pointing arrow. If you named it something
else, then double click on the public_html folder in the right
pane and then click the right pointing arrow.
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\E’} o you wank bo transfer the selacted folders and their conbents?

Yes | Mo |

Select ‘Yes’ when the dialog pops up asking you if you want
to transfer the selected folders and all their contents.

T — -
[C3 vp-admin : ans Mk
| wp-content 40¢

|Z3 vp=includes= 4ne

j% index . php

B licens=. txt 20070409

ET,

Esxes

Fename

Input

Dalete
Relrech
Ditlrifa

Highlight the .htaccess.txt file and click ‘Rename’. Delete the
xt part.

— wp—includes
[ index.php

license txt] | Owne Giaup Otk
resdne htnl v Read ¥ Read ¥ Read
B wp—aton . php
B wp—blog—heas| W wWite v Wiie [ rite
[ wvp-comments
wp-conments| | Execuls ¥ Execute ¥ Execule
b o e £ 5
& These are usually only applcable on LM hosts.

b Auln

Eanneh ] I

Highlight it again and right click on it. Select CHMOD from
the dropdown list. Set all of the check boxes to have a check

mark in them and click "OK".
t

(3 wp—admin I
@ wp—content 20
3 wp—includes 20

[ | .htaccess 20

-, - ialnl

Double cliék_on the wp-content folder.
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M ame [rate Size | Cholin

ugins 20070409 2226

&/

Help | [

Click MkDir. Type in ‘uploads’. Click ‘OK’

an9e L

Charier Group Othesr
W Raad ¥ Read I3 Read -
W it ¥ Wit [ white -
W Execute ¥ Ewscute [F Execule
Thesa are usually only app e on LMD hosts.
Canie | 0k,
¥

Highlight the uploads folder, right click on it. Put checks in
all of the boxes and click ‘OK’.

Close you FTP Program and open your browser. In the
address bar type in the url to the folder you uploaded
WordPress to plus /wp-admin/install.php. If you uploaded it
to the public_html folder, you just type your domain like
(http://yourdomain.com/wp-admin/install.php). If you
placed it in another folder inside the public_html folder you'll
add /yourfolder/ to the end like
(http://yourdomain/yourfolder/wp-admin/install.php).

This will trigger the famous two minute install. ;) Yes it really
does only take two minutes, or less, once you reach this
point. And all told you can do everything we've done to this
point, and everything we have left to do in under 5-10
minutes depending on your connection speed and your
familiarity with the process.
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(&) WorpPrEss

Welcome to WordPress installation. We're now going to go through a few steps
toget you up and running with the lateat in personal publishing platforms.
You may want to peruse the EeadMe mentation at vour leisure,

First Step »
WordPrezss, personal publishing platform.

Click the “First Step” link.

@ WORDPRESS

First Step

Before we begin we nead a little bit of information. Don't worry, you can
always change these later,

Weblog title:

Your e-mail:
] Twould like my blog to appear in search engirle
like Google and Technorati,

Double-check that email address before continuing.

Q{> 'Continue to Second Step »

WordPress, personal publishing platform.

Enter a name for your Blog and your email address.
Consider un-checking the “I would like my blog to appear...
check box. This will allow you to play with your theme and
some posts without that being picked up and indexed. Click
“continue to Second Step”.

n
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Second Step

Mow we're going to create the database tables and fill them with some

default data.
Finished!
Mow wou can log in with the username "adwin" and password

Note that password carefully! It is a random password that was
generated just for you. If wou lose it, you will have to delate the tables from
the databasze vourself, and re-install WordPress. So to review:

J=zernames
admin

Password

Login address
wp-=login.php

Were you expecting more steps? Sorry to disappoint. All done! @)

Write down your password. Without it you don't have a blog
any more. Click the Log In link.

admin

Password:

b o e g
Eermember me
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Type in your username (which will be ‘admin’) and your
password. Click Login.

Niche \-‘I?:{t:lino xple OTET viewsite

StartBlo

Write Manage Comments Blogroll Presentation Plugins Users Options

Welcome to WordPress

Use these links to get started

« Wirite & post Latest Activity
* Update your profile or change your password Comments »
* Add a bookmark to your hlogroll * Mr WordPress: on Hello world! {Edin

* Change your site’s look or theme Posts =

And there you are! Click on “write” to start blogging, or
explore some of the other tabs to set up the various options
available!

I'll do another report in the near future on adding plugins
and themes to your WordPress blog, but that’s really all that
you HAVE to do to get to the point where you can start
publishing your own blog!

Happy Blogging!
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Please Share This Report!

Feel free to put it on your site for other people to download,
or tell them they can download it here:

Beginners’ Guides to WordPress Blogs

That is also where you will find new editions of this report as
well as subsequent reports I plan to write to help people
learn to use WordPress.

Please share your comments, questions or thoughts on
improving this report at:

Absolute Beginner's Guide to Installing A WordPress Blog
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