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Magi New Verse Form Revisited

MAGI, New verse form 2003 by
Wendy Webb ‘Wise Men’ Poems

It is not known whether there were three Wise Men —
the Bible simply names the number of gifts (three). It
is not known whether Jesus was born in a stable — the
Bible simply says the baby was laid in a manger and
there was no room at the inn (typical households of
the day included a manger for the animals brought
indoors for the night).

Following a short pilot of a new verse form, organised
through Norfolk Poets and Writers, Wendy Webb has
now launched a new verse form, MAGI ‘Wise Men’
Poems (2003). Wendy created the DAVIDIAN (2002)
new verse form and was looking for a simple modern
format for poets, in print or on the Internet.

MAGI uses the number THREE, hence the name
based on the celebration of the Magi, or Wise Men, at
Epiphany (January 6%, the end of the Christmas
season).

To produce a MAGI, poets write a poem of three
words per line, three lines per verse, and three verses
complete the poem. There is no syllable count,
punctuation should be minimal and end-line rhyme is
not necessary (optional). The poem should also use
just one vivid image throughout. Any theme may be
suitable for a MAGI; it is not necessary to write about
the Wise Men or about Christmas.
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Writing a MAGI appears simple, but with few words,
each must count. Line breaks or rhymes must be
intentional and the poem must read as a poem and
not prose.

Variation in form is created through words of
different lengths or syllable counts. The complete
poem will display easily on one Internet web page, or
on a Christmas or greetings card.
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SERPENT’S KISS (Magi) Wendy Webb

Snow White’s glass
case where beauty
slept peacefully still

immaculate and wholesome
dwarfing the world’s
poisonous red apple

shameless loving kiss
broke impurity’s spell
unlike womanly Eve
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HARNILESS AS ART (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Harmless as art
making a statement
in the nude

full as breasts
dripping mother earth
wrapping air’s nurture

thalidomide has never
sung so loudly
in Trafalgar Square.
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BREATH’S GAZING POOL (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Away one day
one night. Wordlessly
disturbing eyes alight:

clear bottomed pool
filters breathless patterns;
senses sightlessly creative.

Love, inhaling, sings.
Breaks intimacy’s distance
to passion’s spell.
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ASTROLOGER OF FATE (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Chancing long lifeline,
she would live
ninety six years

listening to seas,
not palm reader’s
tidings. Buoyancy aid:

ninety six years...
Fickle full moon
- flotsam, she survived.
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BIRD TABLE SCRAPS (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Twinkle little star
Small and bright,
Chaffinch breasts Mars.

Fat round moon
Changeable as feeds,
Woodpigeon bullies, breeds.

Sunset on leaves
Burnishing autumn feasts —
Robin glows independence.
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ECLIPSING A NEW EARTH (Magi)
Wendy Webb

It’s darker now,
sun’s late and
sky’s pregnant grey.

Baby will turn,
descend Suez Canal.
Eclipse the moon.

Only a day

to transform humanity,
deliver hope’s resolutions.
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FORGETFUL AS THE STARS (Magi)
Wendy Webb

So silently then
majestic as birth
imploding on time

Star flickering gold
hay’s scented worship
stenches dulling myrrh

Mundane herds forget

suck milky pillows
Sleep, infant royal.

11



obooko.com

HELIGAN'’S GIANT MERMAID (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Dreaming of seas
she’s woodland-rocked,
telling no tales.

Heligan’s giantess awakes.
Eve’s modern paradise
lures Green Man.

Sleep on mermaid;

your floods revive
each woodland nymph.
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HOPE’S ETERNAL SPRING (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Pools of calm
like imaginary oases —
mirages in deserts

and aridity blooms
as falling rain:
Nile’s delta floods,

evaporating joyless drudgery

to hope’s renewing
sands of time.

13
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MAGI OF THE SEA (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Large, healthy Westerners,
- richly stressed, depressed -
searching for sunshine’s

seaside beach holiday.
Small framed Asians
recovering them safely.

Will we bury

their Tsunami dead
with such grace?

14
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NURSERY LESSONS (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Blind as mice,
astronauts are cows
and sailors, owls.

Black retro sheep
woolly in class,
three bags deep.

Cats diddle, diddle
fatly they fiddle;
humans blindly dumb.

15
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SEASONED GREETINGS (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Buy star box
of glimmering cards,
shining with Resolutions.

Send three today,
then tri-weekly.
Triplets all year.

Magi’s fertile gifts,

logos crossing deserts,
surfing web nights.

16
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STARGAZING MAGI (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Beautiful as starlike
thrusting comet, satisfied
love, abandoned auriole.

Standing under sky,
dark lifting desire:
pinpricks scorching infinity.

Hands gently starring

love’s countless generations
- life’s immeasurable gift.

17
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TENDER NARCISSUS’ SCENT (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Ilove you
said so simply,
a consummate vase.

Ilove you:
paper whites’ scent
sharing sensuous meals.

Ilove - you

never; fade softly
spring’s eternal dream.
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WE SEE THREE SHIPS (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Shepherds’ field, star
rising like pantomimes
painting season’s gold.

Three ships approach
royal virgin blue -
east’s sandy ocean.

Scent of oranges,

massaging olive oil -
frankincense denying myrrh.

19
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WINTER GARDEN (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Winter’s bare bones:
structure of fences
trees’ spines undressed

grasses shimmering dampness
robust, shapely evergreens
seedheads beguiling death

mahonia’s brash sunbeams

viburnum’s blush dawn
bewitching red Diane.
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YOU MINX! (Magi) Wendy Webb

I cannot recall
cat lying there
staring at shadows

I can muse
twitch a whisker
flypast with tailspin

You, sphinx, cannot

trample my lap
lick creamy dreams.

21
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CRACKING COCONUTS (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Sleep, softly sleep,
invitingly so deep
as coconut milk.

Slow, softly slow,
slumbering so low
as coconut bite.

Swim, softly swim,

shattering and dim
as coconut sack.
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DROWNING AUGUST SUN (Magi)
Wendy Webb

strange how powerful
words can beam
raze a bridge

crowded for pilgrimage
ever flowing Tigris
receiving women children

worshippers suicide bombers
rumoured words drowning
flaring hateful racism

23
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DUOMO SANTA MARIA DEL FIORE,
Cathedral, Florence (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Proud Cathedral city
flowering Mary’s religion;
classically Renaissance art.

Simplest tallest grandeur
silences faint babble
within fat walls.

Campanile, dome, facade:

marbled petals’ blossoming
fleur-de-lys.

24
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MAGI OF PEACE (Magi) Wendy Webb

Peace, the flower,
every peaceful day
in the garden.

War in peace:
when warring weeds
die first, unflowered.

Seasons of peace,

reasons for war
sadly flowers fall.

25
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MAGI OF ABSENCE (Magi)
Wendy Webb

Death, beautiful as
absence: after incense
pervades the air.

Scent to sense,
that, seeing, scents
air’s pregnant beauty.

Death’s present absence

pervades unseeing air,
sensing heaven’s beauty.

26
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MAGI OF LOVE (Magi) Wendy Webb

Love, like cherry
blossom: pink May,
visualised all year.

Worth waiting, worth
seeing, worth falling
head over heels.

Trampled like confetti:

summer’s green plenty,
budding winter hope.

27
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ABBEY GROUNDS, WALSINGHAM
(Magi) Wendy Webb

Snow had fallen
snow drop snow
snowdrops dropping snow

immaculate grey day
blue with cold

robed virginal sky
earth, leaves, buds

shivering pregnant goosebumps
to spring fulfilment

THE END
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Further info about new poetry forms available on
request.

http://www.norfolkpoets.blogspot.com
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